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TSggyBUte  aboard  his  battlebps  yesterday.  *Heliad  the  cqppoirtiini^fbr  a final  look  at  the  barred  gates  of  Downing  StreeL  He.  did  not  take  it* 


a mere  24  hours  away 
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Blairwas 
^aringwith 

:purpos^l 
r Huddle 
di^ance 
/pqs^look. 

Asuddmfy 
Manedalongwayaway 
Somali  this. 

'■  Mattheio  Engel  on  the 
Itist  day  qf Blair 's  quest 

JUST  after  eight  yes- 
terday morning. 
Tony  Blair's  battle- 
bus  left  Millbank  fbr 
his  rmal  day  of  cam- 
paigning. It  swung 
into  Whitehall  and  gave  him 
the  opportunity'  fbr  a final 
look  at  the  baxred  gates  d 
Downing  Street.  He  did  not 
take  it  Resolutely,  he  stared 
in  the  opposite  directicm,  at 
the  lesser  known  buildings 
acrdinthe  road. 

There  was  another  moment 
late  yesterday  when  he  was  in 
a primary  school  at  Middles- 
bmi^  one  of  those  election- 
eer^ sto^  de\*ised  by  p^ti- 
cal  impresarios  who  regard 


the  entire  public  as  props  in 
their  stage  show. 

The  children  were  singing 
Jerusalem,  rather  beautUhlly. 
Chezle  Blair  joined  in  lustily. 
And  when  we  got  to  the  bit 
about  not  ceasing  fhjm  men- 
tal fl^t  and  the  sword  not 
resting  in  the  hand  until  we 
have  built  Jerusalem  in  our 
green  and  pleasant  land,  she 
looked  at  her  husband  signifi- 
cantly. He  did  not  respond.  He 
was  staring  with  that  soulful/ 
purposeful  middle-distance 
poster  look.  He  suddenly 
seemed  a long  way  away  from 
all  this. 

I Tomorrow  he  will  be.  Some 

; time  after  mitWay  he  can  ex- 
pe^  _ he  does  expect,  al- 
though  he  has  done  as  much 
as  any  human  never  to  let 
on  ~ the  gates  of  Downing 
Street  to  open  fbr  him. 

It  is  just  about  possible  to 
construct  an  intermediate 
scenario  in  which  Jobn  Major 
wins  by  a seat  or  two.  and 
everyone  bangs  on  fbr  a fbw 
months.  But  essentially  there 
are  o^  two  options. 

If  Tony  Blair  loses  he  will 
vanish  down  the  biggest  polit- 
ical phighria  in  British  his- 
tory. He  win  not  be  Neil  Kin- 


nock;  he  win  be  ranked  along- 
side Sdi^  the  Ea^  No  one 
will  waste  time  quarrelling 
over  the  succession  becaose 
there  wffl  be  very  little  left  to 
lead.  The  eflective  leader  cf 
the  Opposition  will  be 
Swampy. 

We  are  at  the  end  of  six 
wedss  that  pe<wle  claim  has  I 
been  boring  and  is  widely  ex- 1 
peded  to  produce  the  lowest 
tumont  in  memory.  But  Brit- 
ain Is  approadiing  orw  of  the 
Hafining  moments  in  tiie  po- 
Uticalhlstory  ofthe  century. 

BvayoDe  now  believes  that 
tomoETOw  Mr  Blair  vriS  be 
Prime  Minister.  The  calm  is 
almost  eerie.  The  Labour 
leadership  may  have  wavered 
in  the  ea^  traeks  ofthe  cam- 
paign arid  concentrated  on 
fearful  defence  rather  than 
attack,  but  an  the  evuience  is 
that  the  dectorate  has  held  oo 
to  its  resolve.  In  199Z  the  elec- 
tion was  won  and  lost  in  the 
lart  four  days;  this  was  won 
and  lost  in  the  last  four  years. 

Mr  Blair  now  senses  it  too. 
He  oerteirily  wiH  not  say  it. 
Be  repeated  his  phrase  about 
the  election  not  being  over 
tmtil  it’s  ova*  at  least  three 
I more  times.  But  be  also  radi- 
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ated  the  mI™  that  comes  from 
something  close  to  certainty, 
perhaps  destiny. 

He  travelled  yesterday  from 
London  to  Scotiand  to  Tees- 
side  and  on  to  bis  constitu- 
ency cf  Sedg^eld  by  plane, 
helicopter,  car  and  battlebus. 
Bn  route,  be  hit  three  win- 
naUe  mai^ngie-  But  that  was 
a detail  Having  started  Just 
after  7am  he  spent  barely  an 
hour  in  direct  contact  with 


the  public.  On  Monday  and 
Tuesday  it  was  half  that.  Mr 
Blair  Jeaves  London  to  find 
set-dressing.  He  was  success- 
fliL  By  yesterday  even  the 
heiUers  had  vanished.  He 
found  ftiencQy.  welcoml^ 
pbotoeenic  Scots  in  Dumfries; 
friendly,  welcoming,  jdxoto- 
genic  shoppers  at  the  market 
in  StocktoD-CQ-Tees;  friendly, 

I photogenic  kids  at  the  pri- 
mary sidiool;  and  a ftleDdly, 
welauning  cop  who  had  intro- 
duced the  pcdicy  cf  xero  toler- 
ance in  h^dlebrough,  and, 
if  be  wasn't  photogenic,  the 
actress  Helen  Mirren  was. 

It  was  all  arrangjed  by  the 
party  organisation  that 
thinfcg  cf  eveiythlDg,  except 
that  in  the  first  two  weeks  cf 
April  it  forgot  to  give  anyone 
a reason  for  voting  Labour, 
and  allowed  the  election  to  be- 
come a dioice  between  the 
govemlDg  party  telling  the 
people  ''youH  gd  sod  aB”  and 
an  Opposition  saying  “sorry, 
you’ll  get  sod  all’’. 

Now  Mr  Blair  has  found  his 
voice.  The  message,  may  not 
amount  to  much,  but  It  looks 
and  sounds  tenific.  To  the 
travelling  press  his  stump 
cpcccb  has  become  as  object 


Aft-M-  fi-u-p  iitoussridls  of  soooches.  hiifKirocIs  of  insults,  scores  of  polls,  tho  eloction  is  here  at  last 
After  46 
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! of  ridicule,  and  it  is  easy  to 
, work  out  the  formula:  local 
refermce  — joke  — soimdbite 
— repetition  of  message.  But 
when  he  gets  the  cadences 
right  it  can  sound  brillianL 
“Michael  Foot  used  to  make 
the  same  speech  too,"  said 
one  wise  observer.  "But  be 
took  an  hour  to  do  ft" 

In  Stockton  be  welcomed  a 
half-forgotten  figure  on  to  tiie 
platform  who  looked  as 
though  be  might  have  been 
the  bus  driver  or  a security 
man.  It  turned  out  to  be  John 
Prescott  If  tills  were  the  Con- 
servative Pa^,  one  would 
tbink  It  a coincidence:  wan- 
dering batUebuses  that  were 
bound  to  collide  sooner  or 
later.  But  it  was  a vital  last- 
d^  piece  of  symbedism:  a uni- 
fied party  to  go  with  the  kids 
and  the  cops  and  the  folks  in 
the  constituency. 

It  was  intended  for  tbe 
news  bulletins  but  the  people 
of  Stockton  — cast  as  the 
props  lather  than  tbe  audi- 
ence — looked  out  from  the 
windows  above  the  stores  as 
they  do  on  the  old  pictures  of 
Gladstone  speakix^  In  mod- 
em Britain,  1 think  tiiis  is 
what  passes  as  enthusiasm. 


Pius:  The  Long 
|Goodniglit 

All  the  results  as 
th^  happen  and  the 
big  elction  stories 
throughout  the  night 
on  the  Guardian’s 
Election  website 
htlpy/election. 
guardian.co.uk 
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Martin  KeCUe 

Labour  goes  into  the 
election  today  buoyed 
by  Its  biggest  evc-of 
poll  lead  in  public 
opinion  but  insisting  to  the 
last  that  it  is  not  taking  vic- 
tory for  granted,  let  alone  ex- 
pecting the  landslide  that  the 
figiires  surest 

Five  end-of-campaign  polls 
were  expected  to  shoa*  the 
Labour  lead  over  the  Conser- 
vatives in  double  figures, 
with  one  of  the  first  putting 
the  gap  as  big  as  22  points  but 
a second  hinting  at  a late  but 
insufficient  Conservative 
comeback.  .All  the  opinion 
polls  were  nevertheless  point- 
ing to  a majority  of  over  100 
seats  for  Labour. 

An  NOP  survey  for  the  Reu- 
ters news  agency,  taken  on 
Tuesday,  showed  Labour  on 
so  per  cent.  Conservatives  28 
and  Liberal  Democrats  14. 
The  NOP  poll,  with  tbe 
Labour  lead  of  22  up  one 
point  from  an  NOP  survey 
three  weeks  ago.  could  yield 
an  overall  majority  for  Tony 
Blair  of 223  seats  in  the  House 
of  Commons. 

But  this  contrasted  with  the 
last  of  Gallup's  daily  rolling 
polls  published  in  this  morn- 
ing’s Daily  Telegraph.  Early 
Gallup  returns  showed  a 3£ 
per  cent  swing  to  tbe  Tories 
over  tbe  last  day  of  tbe  cam- 
paign, leaving  Labour  on  46 
per  coat  (down  5 points  from 
Wednesday’s  poll).  Conserva- 
tives 33  (up  2)  and  Liberal 
Democrats  16  (up  3).  Gallup 
put  the  Ijibour  lead  on  13 
points,  down  seven  from  tbe 
previous  day.  one  ofthe  steep- 1 
est  foils  in  the  lead  durii^ ; 

the  Pampgipn 

Tbou^  GaUup’s  result  sent 
a famtuar  last  minute  flicker 
of  doubt  throng  tbe  Labour 
camp,  it  nevertheless  left 
Labour  with  a projected  130- 
seat  majority. 

A Harris  poll  published  in 
tbe  Independent,  with 
research  ct^ucted  between 
Sunday  and  Tuesday,  gave 


Labour  48  per  cent  support, 
with  Conservatives  31.  Lib- 
eral Democrats  15  and  others 
on  6.  The  lead  Wtis  17  points, 
one  down  from  the  previous 
ILirris ' Independent  survey 
last  week  Translated  into 
seats,  that  would  produce  a 
Labour  m.’ijorit>‘  of  ITT, 

Mori’s  final  poll  for  the 
Times  last  night,  based  on 
research  on  Tuesday,  put 
Liibour  on  -t8  (no  change  from 
a week  ago).  Conservatives  28 
(up  1).  Liberal  Democrats  16 
(down  1)  and  others  8 (no 
change).  The  final  Labour 
lead  in  Mori  utls  20  points 
(down  1 from  a week  ago), 
equivalent  to  a Labour  Com- 
mons mi(|ority  of  195. 

Conservative  hopes  that  the 
European  issue  would  play 
strongly  with  the  voters  were 
dented  b\-  early  indications 
from  the  Latest  Giiardiaa  ICM 
poll,  which  was  not  due  to  be 
completed  until  late  yester- 
day evening.  First  returns 
showed  the  Labour  lead 
strengthening  from  last  week 
when  ICM  recorded  the  gap  at 
only  5 per  cent  the  narrowest 
lead  of  the  campaign. 

They  also  showed  the  two 
parties  level  pegging  on 
' Europe,  compart  with  an  8- 
point  Consen'ative  lead  on 
tbe  issue  a week  £^o.  and  a 
huge  Labour  lead  as  the  party 
with  tbe  best  policies  on  pen- 
sions, the  issue  with  wbich 
Labour  succeeded  in  halting 
the  Tor>’  comeback 

Labour’s  continued  poll  as- 
cendancy was  also  reflected 
in  a widening  of  its  lead  with 
NOP  on  which  paiij'  the  vot- 
ers most  trusted  to  ran  tbe 
economy.  Labour  pulled  nine 
percentage  points  ahead  on 
this  issue  with  36  per  cent 
support  compared  with  27  per 
cent  for  the  Tories.  The  NOP 
survey  also  showed  that  tiie 
state  of  Britain’s  health  ser- 
vice and  its  future  prospects 
would  be  tbe  crucial  issue 
weigbiog  on  people’s  minds 
as  they  entered  the  ptiilmg 
booths.  The  second  most  im- 
portant issue  identified  by 
voters  was  education. 
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Up  fbr  auction...  The  tTpescriptveraion  of  The  SevenPiUan  of  Wisdom,  its  laierpiibtidMdTer9on,bdow.andTELawresice  photographed  wh£beh^plngtiiftAial»flghttheTaite 


‘This  is  the 
narrative  of 
what  I tried 
to  do  in 
Arabia,  and 
some  of 
what  I saw 
there’ 

— T E Lawrence, 
The  Seven  Pillars 
Of  Wisdom 


Lost  typescript 
ofT  E Lawrence 
epic  of  desert 
revolt  shows  how 
military  memoir 
was  turned  into 
literary  classic 


Dan  ouster 
Arts  Corfespondont 


Te  Lawrence  lost  the 
Bxst  draft  of  his  saga  of 
Arab  revolt.  The  Seven 
PlUars  of  ^sdom,  when  tt 
was  stolen  on  a train  at 
Readtneataticni  In  1919. 

Bat  an  unknown  type- 
script version  of  Law- 
rence’s emotional  and 
mythic  memoir  has 
emezsed  and  Is  to  be  sold  at 
auction  tomorrow. 

‘Tnltlally  1 thought  «My 
God,  it’s  the  Hitler  Diaries 
again',”  said  Jeremy  'Vni- 
son,  anthor  of  the  author- 
ised biography.  **But  this 
early  draft,  which  1 had 
never  dared  hope  to  see,  is  a 
discovery  of  the  first 
importance.” 

After  his  loss,  in  1920 
Lawrence  harriedly 
rewrote  the  story  of  how 


he,  a British  army  ofticer, 
roamed  the  desert  to  raise 
an  Arab  revolt  against  the 
Turkish  emidre  daring  the 
first  world  war.  The  resnlt- 
ing  twD-volome  text  was 
never  published,  afthnogh 
a version  was  i^ven  to  the 
Bodleian  library  in  Oxford. 
Instead,  an  abridged, 
sinide-volaine  version  was 
pnhUshed  in  1926.  and  is 
the  version  well-known 
today  and  pablished  as  a 
Penguin  Modern  Classic.  It 
is  so  popular  there  are  four 
translations  available  in 
Prencb  alone. 

The  discovery  consists  of 
an  early  version  of  the 
whole  of  the  introdnctory 
book  and  more  than  half  of 
the  first  volnme.  However, 
it  is  not  the  same  quality  as 
the  later  version.  Lawrence 
Is  known  to  have  studied 
writing  in  the  early  1920s, 
and  the  difference  shows 


the  advances  he  made. 
**The  two  tnts  prevlonsly 
known  are  both  considered 
great  literary  works,”  said 
Mr  Wilson.  “This  text  is 
totally  different.  It  ftambles 
towards  greatness,  but  It  Is 
not  by  a writer  of  the  same 
rfaae-  IPs  the  work  of  a 
retired  coloneL 
“To  judge  by  the  evidence 
presents,  Lawrence’s 
studies  of  the  craft  of  writ- 
ing certainly  woold  have 
made  a difference.  It’s 
to  know  what  tt  is 
like-  niaPs  probably  an  we 
need  to  know.” 

The  typescript  was  ac- 
quired at  a honse  clearance 
in  Yrnkshire  20  years  ago. 
An  anonymous  seller  put  It 
up  for  sale  last  October  and 
research  revealed  the  text** 
importance.  Its  value,  how- 
ever, is  unknown. 

“It’s  a million  dollar 
question^”  said  Mr  Wilson. 
“If  ft  was  in  Lawrence’s 
handwriting  it  would  be 
hnge,  but  it's  a typewritten 
copy.  However,  tt  Is  the 
oidy  vehicle  we  have  for  a 
text  that  was  lost.  It  will 
probably  go  for  tbonsands. 
m be  intrigued  to  know.” 
What  is  completely  new 
is  a 10-page  section  detail- 
ing a journey  to  meet  Fai- 
saL  an  Arab  prince  whom 
Lawrence  persuaded  to 
back  the  revolt  and  who 
later  became  King  of  Iraq, 
Lawrence  wrote  that  his 
book  was  “a  chronicle  no 
more  skilled  than  the  tales 
of  the  old  men  who 
marched  with  [the  cmsad- 
ers]  Bohemond  or  Coenr  de 
Uon.  It  treats  of  daily  life, 
mean  happenings,  little 
people.  In  It  are  no  lessons 
for  the  Arab  world,  no 
events  that  will  shake 
peoples.  It  is  not  the  history 
of  the  Arab  movement  but 
just  the  story  of  me  in  it.” 


Chekhovian  tone 
to  Spanish  elegy 


Review 


Michael  Billington 

Dona  Rorila,  Tlw  Sphistar 

Almeida  Theatre 
I ORCA  in  English  often 
I presents  a problem:  how 
Lvdo  you  convey  his  poetic 
lyricism  and  ttawmied 
sensuality? 

But  both  Peter  Oswald’s 
new  version  and  Pbylllda 
Lloyd’s  production  (tf  Dona 
Rosita.  The  Spinster,  capture 
the  Chelihovian  qualities  of 
this  delicately  moving  {day, 
dating  from  1935.  about  fading 
beauty  and  passing  time. 

The  setting  Is  a Granada 
villa  between  1890 and  1910.  At 
the  play’s  centre  is  the  or- 
phaned Dona  Rosita  lovingly 
tended  by  an  aunt  and  unde, 
like  one  of  tbe  latter's  green- 
house flowers,  and  herself  dot- 
ing passionate  on  her 
cousin.  When  he  is  summoned 
to  South  America  she  keeps 
alive  the  memory  of  his  love 
and  the  dream  of  his  constan- 
cy only  to  confront  as  the 
years  pass,  her  solitude  and 
disappointed  hope. 

Realism  mixes  eSbrtlessIy 
with  symbolism.  Dona  Rosita 
is  a touchingly  accurate  pic- 
ture of  a woman  sustained  by 
an  illusion.  But  she  also  be- 
comes an  emblem  of  Spanish 
womanhood  victimised  by 
men.And.asIanGibs(mln- 
trigulngly  su^ests  in  the  pro- 
gramme, she  stands  for  Gre- 
nada in  its  decline  from  centre 
of  c Ivillsation  to  backwater. 


The  difficulty  lies  in  captur- 
ing the  play’s  sp^ifically 
Spanish  mood  without  tour- 
ist-brochure cUdie.  In  this 
Lloyd  is  aided  by  Anthony 
Ward’s  set  which  starts  as  a 
gaily  bededced  greenhouse 
alive  with  roses,  anemones 
and  chrysanthemums  and 
ends  up  as  a stripped  room 
battered  by  wind  and  rain. 
The  transition  from  opulent 
fertility  to  echoing  emptiness 
astutely  mbTors  the  transfor- 
mation in  the  heroine  herself. 

Uoyd  also  maWM  good  use 
of  colour  and  movement  The 
evening  starts  witha  fan-wav- 
ing dance  by  a group  of  sensu- 
ally undulating  women.  Later 
a trio  of  black-clad  spinsters 
supervised  by  their  mother 
descend  on  Dona  Rosita  like  a 
flight  of  raveoii^ crows.  And 
by  the  end,  the  heroine's  rose- 
hued  dress  has  given  way  to  a 

simple  white  gown. 

In  Short,  this  is  a subtly  in- 
telligent and  well  acted  pro- 
duction. Phoebe  Nicholls 
lends  the  heroine  exactly  the 
right  melancholy  di^ty. 

There  Is  outstanding  sup- 
port from  Cdia  Imrie  as  a 
plain-speaking  housekeeper. 
fit)m  Kathr^  Hunter  as  a vo- 
racious visitor  wolfing  down 
all  the  passing  snacks,  from 
Eleanor  Bron  as  Dona’s  lady- 
like aunt  and  from  Clive  Swift 
— who  doubles  as  her  rose- 
fixated  uncle  and  a minor  poet 
who  dreams  of  Parnassus  and 
ends  up  doing  the  school 
plumbing. 

After  triumphing  with 
Ivanov,  the  Almeida  now 
gives  us  a delicately  touching 
evening  of  Hispanic  Chehov. 


Aborigines  in  land  rights  rumpus 
urge  black  boycott  of  Olympics 


Christopher  ZIiBi  In  ^rctaMy 


Aborigines  threatened 
to  lobby  for  a boycott  of 
Sydney’s  2000  Olympic 
Games  by  black  countries 
yest^day,  after  Australia’s 
prime  minister,  John  How- 
ard, backed  minere  and  gra- 
ziers In  a bitter  stand^iffover 
land  rights. 

Tbe  commissioner  of  native 
tide  issues  at  the  Aborigine's 
parliament,  tbe  Aboriginal 
and  Torres  Strait  Islander 
Commission  (Atsic),  said 
those  taking  aboriginkl  land 
were  thieves  and  "racist 
bastards”. 

Geoff  Clarke  said:  “We  will 
take  our  action  domestically 
as  far  as  it  needs  to  be.  We 
will  certeinly  be  at  the  Com- 
monwealth heads  of  govern- 
ment meetii^  in  Scotland 
later  this  year.” 

The  Qiirat  follows  Mr  How- 
ard's plans  to  rusb  through 
l^Ulabon  giving  farmers  on 
pasted  leases,  which  cover 
40  per  cent  of  the  continent 
greater  protection  from  na- 
tive title  claims. 

Tlie  move  ftdlowed  months 
of  controversy  which  has 
paralysed  outback  mining 
and  farming  operations,  after 
the  high  court  ruled  that  pas- 
toral teases  did  not  necessary 
ily  extinguish  aboriginal  land 
claims. 

The  chairman  of  Atsic.  Gat- 
jil  Djenicura,  said  Mr  How- 
ard’s decision  to  appease 
farmers  would  divide  the 
counfry.  *‘Our  rights  are  go- 
ing to  suffar  more  thaw  any- 
one else's,”  he  said,  “We  will 


pursue  our  options  throu^ 
the  parliament  and  the 
courts:  we  will  be  putting  our 
case  to  tile  pahUc  as  well  as 
the  international 

communf^.” 

The  Anstrallan  Olympic 
Committee  president.  John 
Coates,  warned  at  proteets 
against  tbe  games  and  embar- 
rassment for  the  country  if 
tbe  issue  was  not  resolved. 
“We  an  should  be  concerned 
about  the  image  Australia 
presents  Inteixiatiocal^.  and 
so  we  should  take  all  this  very 
seriously,”  he  said. 

Ihe  d^ute  stms  from  the 


This  idea  that  you 
can  sort  of  snuffle 
out  title  and  not 
pay  is  just  not  on’ 


“Bf&bo  dedslon”  of  the  high 
court  in  1992,  which  held  HaX 
indigenous  people  could 
claim  native  title  over  crown 
land  tm  which  they  had  al- 
ways lived. 

The  Native  TtQe  Act  which 
followed  In  1994  assumed  that 
the  granting  pastoral  teases 
extinguished  that  title.  But 
the  WIk  people  asked  the  high 
court  if  native  hhp  had  sur- 
vived on  their  former  lands 
on  Cape  York  which  had  been 
leased  to  pastoralists. 

Last  December,  in  a split 
decision  which  hu  polarised 
the  country,  the  jod^  de- 
cided tiiat  pastoral  leases  dM 
not  necessarily  CTttngniah  Qg. 


tive  title,  but  tbe  pastoral 
lease  would  prevail  In  tbe 
event  a conflict  HcTwever, 
the  National  Farmers^  Fedep 
etion  lobbied  hard  for  blanket' 
extinguishment  of  native  title 
on  leasee,  to  ensure  pastoral- 
ists had  exclusive  poasessUm. 

Ihe  prime  minister  fought 
hard  to  convince  state  pre- 
miere that  tbe  push  for  extin- 
guishment would  have  led  to 
years  court  action  and  mas- 
sive compensation  payouts. 

*Tfri  convinced  that  Qie  10- 
point  plan  of  mine  Is  the  fair- 
est, best  and  most  practical 
way  of  dellverlDg  certainty 
and  sacurity  to  farmers  and 
justly  to  the  aboriginal  com- 
nuzni^.*'  Mr  Howard  said. 

Under  his  jdan  Aborigines 
would  be  given  statutory  ac- 
cess to  leases  for  traditional 


purposes,  sudi  as  hunting  or 
sacred  ceremonies,  if  tiiey 
could  prove  an  ongoing  con- 
nectzoo  with  the  land. 

But  he  said  compensation 
would  have  to  be  paid,  al- 
though be  was  unable  to  give 
any  figures.  ’'This  idea  Qiat 
you  can  sort  of  snuffle  out 
title  and  not  pay  anything  Is 
just  not  on,’’  Mr  Howard  said. 

Compensation  fbr  lost  title 
is  ustudly  held  at  being  wortii 
150  per  cent  of  the  land’s 
value,  and  payouts  coiild  run 
into  hundreds  of  millions  of 
pounds. 

Condemning  Mr  Howard's 
pinn,  Mr  flarirp  ggjd  “ttM  gap 
has  been  narrowed”  between 
the  prime  minister  and  the 
policies  of  Australia's  most 
extreme  rtehtwing  Indepen- 
dent MF,  Pauline  Hanson. 
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Patient  *was 

written  off 
for  26  years’ 


ClaieDyer 

Logal  CorrwapoluiMit 


MAN  who  says  be 

AM  suCfaredtbeeSbctsof 

misdiagnosis  of 
^^^^gehizopbrenia  for  26 
years  went  to  the  Hi^  Court 
yesterday,  in  an  attempt  to 
stop  his  rtiflim  for  damages 
being  struck  out  by  the  court. 

David  Piper,  aged  49.  of 

Chatftam,  Kent,  is  trying  to 

sue  WestKent  Health  Author- 
ity and  two  GPs  over  foe 
gKgma  of  being . wrozxgly  1^ 
belled  and  for  their  alleged 
failure  to  treat  property  hte 
true  condition  of  severe  anxi- 
ety. The  d^endants.  who 
D^igmce.  argue  that 
he'  his  action  too 

late  to  nieet  l^al  time  limits, 
and  that  the  case  should  not 
be  aUcrwed  fo  go  ahead. 

Mr  Pip^B  counsel.  Diana 
Brahams,  told  Judge  Andrew 
Geddes  that  he  was  diagnosed 
as  sdiisophrenjc  in  Septem- 
ber 1966.  and  zt  was  ozdy  in 
Nfarrti  1992  that  he  was  told 
by  a psydiiatrlst  foat  the  di- 
agnosis was  wrong.  He  had 
seen  tiie  psydiiatzist  as  part 
of  a group  action  by  17.000 
tranquilliser  addicts,  which 
mllaitBfil  after  the  Legal  Aid 
Board  withdrew  funding. 

After  being  diagnosed  as 
schizophrenic,  he  bad  been 
boW  in  a aooital  ho^Hal  for 
three  as  a teenager, 

been  siibiected  to  electro  con- 
vulsive therapy  and  been 
“doped  up”  on  dtesepam  (Va- 
liom)  for  many  years. 

reports  said  Mr 
Piper  bad  been  "simply  writ- 
ten off"  after  the  dia^osis. 
and  deprive  of  tiie  opportu- 
nity to  develop  skills,  gain 
regular  employment  or  form 
firiendshlps. 

He  did  not  fed  an  active 
m^ber  of  society  and  fait 
demoralised  and 
undervalued.  His  long-term 
medication  left  him  Sleepy  all 
the  time,  “almost  like  perma- 


nent hibOTOtion**.  as  one  doc- 
tor put  IL 

Ms  Brahams  saW  Mr  Piper 
was  not  a schbophrenlc  but 
because  he  had  been  tabe^ 
one  he  had  lived  his  Ufc 
uBderadoud.  ^ ^ 

had  trusted  his  doctors 
for  appropriate  treatment  aro 
care.*%fr  revelation  that  he 
was  not  suffering  from  a very 
severe  was  a shock. 

The  judge  must  decide  the 
prellmlnaiy  issue  of  whether 
Mr  Piper’s  daun  can  proceed 
or  is  "statute  barred’^  because 
his  writ  was  Issued  too  long 
gfter  the  event. 

Plaintifft  in  personal  injury 
cases  must  normaUy  si^ 
within  three  years  of  the  date 
they  realist  they  suffered  an 
iBjury  and  can  pinpoint  a 
cause.  Judges  have  a discre- 
tion to  extend  the  time  limit, 
but  are  reluctant  to  exercise 

**’mt  Piper  argues  that  he 
issued  his  writ  within  three 
years  of  learning  his  condi- 
tion had  been  misdiagnosed 
and  that  he  bad  suffered 
harm  from  tbe  misdiagnosis. 

The  estimated  three-day 
bearing  was  ac^ourned  imtU 
today  to  allow  the  judge  to 
read  the  evidence. 

Tbia  group  action  against 
pharmaceutical  companies 
for  falling  to  warn  of  tbe  dnn- 
of  addiction  to  Vallum 
and  other  drugs  in  the  benzo- 
diazepine riMs  cost  the  tax- 
payer £30  TniUiQn  before  Legal 
aid  pulled  the  0ug  with  the 
still  nowhere  near 
reaching  court. 

The  cases  were  struck  out. 
but  Mr  Piper’s  survived  be- 
cause he  had  sued  the  doctors 
who  prescribed  tiie  drugs  and 
the  health  authority  respon- 
sible for  the  hospitals  where 
he  was  treated,  not  the  manu- 
facturers. A handful  pa- 
tieots  who  sued  their  doctors, 
mainly  for  attempting  to 
withdraw  them  too  quickly 
from  the  drugs,  have  won  out 
of  court  settlements. 


David  Piper. . .lived  his  life  under  a cloud’ 

Police  seeking 
robbery  link 


A WOMAN  aged  72  suf- 
fered broken  ribs  In  an 
attadc  by  a robber  at 
her  penthouse  in  Belgravia. 
London,  police  said  yesterday. 

Police  are  looking  at  other 
robberies  to  see  if  they  are 
linked  after  Athena  Marcou 
was  robbed  at  her  home  in 
Baton  Square.  Mrs  Marcou, 
the  wife  of  a millionaire  ship- 
ping magnate,  was  forced  to 
open  a safe  beftne  she  was 
locked  in  tbe  bathroom  with  a 
24-year<4d  maid. 

The  robber  then  escaped 
with  watches,  jewellery,  valu- 
ahia  coins,  and  Police 
said  the  total  haul  in  the  raid, 
on  April  25,  was  worth  about 
£304)00.  Th^  ruled  out  specu- 
lation that  foe  raids  were  by  a 
gang  whirti  picked  its  victims 
from  Who’s  V^o,  though 
Scotland  Yard  said  It.  was 
possible  a team  of  robbers 
was  tar^ting  famnifte  jji  Bel- 
gravia, Kensington  and 
Chelsea. 

Scotland  Yard  spokesman 
Tim  Morris  said:  “We're  look- 
ing to  see  if  they  can  be 
linked.  We  will  be  inftViwg  at 


details  of  aggravated  bur- 
glaries over  the  last  12 
months.” 

Mr  Morris  said  there  may 
have  been  only  one  »rw»n  be- 
hind the  lat^  attadE  but  it 


was  not  clear  if  it  was  one  of  a 
series. 

“We  don’t  think  that  a gang 
goes  through  Who’s  Who  or 
Country  Life  to  pick  the  vic- 
tims to  tar^t.  I think  we’d 
want  to  knock  that  one  on  the 
bead.  R could  be  that  it's 
linked  with  others  but  it's  too 
earty  to  say.” 

Mra  Marcou  had  been  dis- 
charged from  hospital  but 
was  stiR  havli%  treatment  for 
her  Jzdurles.  he  said. 

She  said  last  nights  “I  was 
in  tbe  house  with  one  young 
girt,  who  works  for  me.  She 
opened  the  back  door  to  let 
herself  out  and  suddenly 
someone  grabbed  her,  pulling 
her  back  and  putting  his  fist 
inbermoutii.” 

Mrs  Marcou  said  she  was 
told  she  would  not  be  hurt  if 
she  handed  over  ter  valu- 
ables. “R  was  terribly  scary; 
he  knocked  me  down  because 
he  said  1 wasn’t  opening  the 
safe  quldtiy  enou^  for  him_ 
He  pushed  me  and  I broke  one 
or  two  ribs.” 

The  maid  was  not  badly 
hurt  but  Mrs  Marcou  was  stfo 
shaken,  police  said. 

The  attacker  was  described 
as  black,  in  his  «irty  30s  and 
about  8ft  talL  He  wore  a base- 
ball cap,  gloves  and  a scarf 
around  his  face. 


Education 

X 

Conservative 

Labour 

Liberal  Democrat 

They  all  say  education  Is 
top  of  their  agendla. 

But  they  want  your  vote. 

Our  pas&on  for  education  isn’* 
to  a maniksto. 

If9  our  job. 


ASSOCIATION  OF  TEACHERS  AND  LECTURBIS 
To  receive  details  of  ATL*s  ‘new  deal*  fbr 
education,  please  call  0171  930  6441. 
http://www.ati.org.uk 
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TimRadford  on  the  development  of  a super-rodent 
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rodent . . . the  genetically  enhanced  mouse,  right,  has  much  wider  shoulders  and  hips  than  normal 


Po  crackdown’  in  Hong  Kong 


pa’s  man  pledges  right  to 
peaceful  protest  will  continue 


Afidrow  Higfldns 
IniioiigKiMis  ' 

Hong  KONG^  future 
leader,  under  attack  for 
proposing  curbs  on 
fieedo^  granted  in  the  last 
years  of  British  rule,  has 
promised  that  the  territory’ 
will  never  be  the  scene  of  a 
Tiananmen  ^uarc*type  mas- 
sacre of  unarmed  protesters. 

The  pledge  coincided  with 
an  unconfirmed  magoalne 
report  of  secret  speeches  by 
Chinese  leaders  warning  that 
ifong  Kozu;  risks  fiiture  “tur- 
the  term  used  by  the 
Communist  Party  to  describe 
ibe  1989  Beijing  protests  and 
to  justiiy  suppression. 

*This  wlU  not  happen  in 
Hbng.Kong,”  said  Tung  Chee- 
hwa.  a millionaire  shipping 
tycoon  Chosen  by  Beijing  to 
rej^ee  Britain’s  governor, 
Qnis  Patten.  “We  are  living 
to  a different  world.  We  have 


I a culture  i^ch  has  demoo- 
I strations  almost  every  day. 
We  have  people  voxcii^  difibr- 
! ent  views  everywhere.” 

I But,  in  an  interview  with 
ABC  News  NightUne,  Mr 
Tung  declined  to  condemn  the 
1989  Belling  assault,  sayiz^ 
“history  should  be  the  judge’’. 

The  most  senior  Chinese 
official  jailed  in  connection 
with  the  Tiananmen  protests, 
Bao  Tong,  a former  Commu- 
nist Party  central  committee 
member,  was  yesterday 
reported  to  have  been  freed 
after  nearly’  a year  under 
bouse  arrest  in  a villa  outside 
Beijing.  He  earlier  spent 
seven  years  in  prison  for  sym- 
pathising with  the  students. 
He  is  still  barred  foom  dis- 
cussing the  power  strode 
that  lay  behind  die  1989  JdU- 
ings  and  which  catapipted  the 
current  party  boss.  Jtong  Ze- 
min. to  power. 

Anxiety  about  the  intrusion 
of  Communist  Party  political 


culture  Into  Hoz«  Kong  has 
been  heightened  ^ proposals 
put  forward  by  Mr  Tung  to 
ciniail  civil  liberties  after 
China  takes  over  on  July  l. 
Protesters  gathered  yesterday 
outside  a skyscraper  housii^ 
his  oS.ee  to  mark  the  end  of  a 
three-week  “consultation 
period*’  during  which  resi- 
dents had  been  invited  to 
voice  their  views. 

The  propos^  l^al  rhangps, 
while  mostly  inspired  by  Brit- 
ish colonial  restrictions, 
trould  severely  curb  the  con- 
tacts abroad  of  Hong  Kong  po- 
litical bodies  and  allow  police 
to  ban  gatherings  of  more 
than  30  people  on  grounds  of 
“national  security”. 

A monthly  China-watching  i 
journal,  Thpng  Ming,  riaims 
that  President  Jiang  recently 
ordered  Beijing  to  prepare  for 
“decisive  action”  in  Hong 
Kong  in  the  event  of  “mrmoil, 
riots  or  rebellioa”.  *^6  for- 
eign minister,  Qian  Qichen. 
was  said  to  have  listed  six 
sources  of  instability  in  the 
territory.  China  has  long 
warned  of  a British  plot  to 
sow  discord. 


The  release  of  Mr  Bao  and 
Mr  Tung's  interview  on 
American  television  seem 
timed  to  ease  a difficult  visit 
to  the  United  States  this  week 
by  China’s  foreign  minister. 

In  his  interview,  Mr  Tung 
described  the  Beijing  massa- 
cre of  June  4,  1989  as  “an 
event  nobody  wanted  to  hap- 
pen”. Many  members  of  the 
Communist  Par^.  including 
its  general  secretary  at  the 
time,  Zhao  Ziyang.  opposed 
the  crackdown  but  were 
purged.  The  prime  minister, 
Li  Peng,  signed  the  decree  or- 
dering martial  law. 

The  1984  Sino-British  ac- 
cord, under  which  China ' 
promised  to  grant  Hong  Song 
a “high  degree  of  autonomy”, 
was  signed  by  Mr  Zhao,  who 
has  himself  been  under  a 
form  of  de  luxe  house  arrest 
since  the  Tiananmen  killings. 

Mr  Tung  said  he  would  not 
make  martyis  of  Martin  Lee, 
the  leader  (tf  Hong  Kong’s 
Democratic  Party,  and  others 
condemned  as  subversives  by 
Beijing.  “If  they  want  to  be 
martyrs,  they  will  be  very 
disappointed.” 


Loyalist  prisoners  continue  Maze  protest  after  talks  fail 


Pavid  Sharrock 
Paland  Corra^rondent 

J|  LOYALIST  demonstra- 
#Vioa  at  Northom  Ireland’s 
top  security  Maze  prison 
mared  Its  second  night  after 
talks  between  the  protesters 
pditical  representatives  and 
'saUor  Government  officials 
ended  without  agreement 
yssterday. 

more  than  an  hour  of 
talto  at  StcMrmont  Castle  with 
John  Steele,  director  of  seci^ 
fl^  at  tbe  Northern  Irdand 
Office,  the  representatives 

«inerg^  to  say  the  protest 
would  continue, 


I John  White,  prison  spokes- 
: man  for  the  Ulster  Demo- 
cratic Pmty,  which  is  linked 
to  the  Ulster  Freedom  Fight- 
ers, said:  *TJnfortunately  we 
' were  not  able  to  resOlve  the 
situation.  We  put  proposals 
on  the  table,  and  we’re  having 
a - meeting  tomorrow  to  con- 
tinue our  discussions.” 
Representatives  from  the 

pronessive  Unionist  Party, 
which  is  linked  to  the  Ulster 
Volunteer  Force,  also  held 
at  Stormont,  but  no 
agreement  was  reariied.  Billy 
Hutchinson  said;  “We  had 
frank  discussions  and  we  will 
have  to  continue  th«n. 

“We  laid  out  the  positiDn  of 


the  UVF  and  their  prisoners 
within  the  H-block  and  we 
were  listened  to.  We  are  going 
back  for  ftnther  talks.” 

Mr  Hutchinson  appealed  to 
loyalists  outside  the  prison  to 
, remain  calm  as  fears 
mounted  that  the  protest 
would  spill  on  to  the  streets. 

Earlier,  loyalists  staged  a 
demonstration  outside  the 
Maze  gates  in  an  uncompro- 
mising mood.  Inside  their 
prisoner  comrades  still  con- 
trol two  H- blocks. 

Trouble  Oared  at  the  prison 
on  Tuesday  when  loyalists 
refused  to  co-operate  with  a 
new  security  regime,  includ- 
ing two  daily  bead  counts  and 


lock-ups.  Introduced  after  an 
IRA  escape  tunnel  was  discov- 
ered last  month. 

The  loyalists  claim  that 
they  are  being  punished  for 
the  IRA  activity  and  object  to 
hfting  locked  in  their  cells 
during  head  counts.  Prison  of- 
Bcers  rfa»m  that  large  parts  of 
the  Maze  have  been  under  the 
effective  control  of  paramili- 
tary prisoners  for  some  time. 

On  Tuesday  the  Ulster  Free- 
dom Filters  threatened  to 
tafca  unspecified  action  if  the 
prison  authorities  moved  to 
onrt  the  demonstration  by . 
; ibree.  Prison  officers  were 
I urged  to  step  up  their  per- 
sonal security. 


O 


p^Fflvmteing  icUe,  stupid  orworieshK  he  has  a good  brain, 
did  well  at  school,  passing  seven  GCSEs  and  burning  a 
nrefect  But  two  subsequent  Youth  IVaining  schemes  simm 

tawe  been  ffuffless,  and  Frankie  says  he  is  desperate  to  woilc. 

The  Conservative  generation  game 


Mighty  mouse’s  muscles,  right,  can  be  three  times  normal  size,  bnt  the  animal  otherwise  appears  healthy 

Supernnouse  offers 
muscle  cure  hopes 

I Of  mice  and  men  | * 

beefy  super-ro-  bigger  muscles.  This  i 

'dent  has  just  II  A ICE  are  the  machine  | sorceUsofmaleratsinto  cause  the  researrh  also  r 
SteODed  off  the  IVItooIsofmediimland  theteatcsofmalomlro.  i>m.  .*in  ni-iiliitirtnarv  mizzl 


Mighty  mouse 
lives.  A small  but 
beefy  super-ro- 
dent has  just 
stepped  off  tbe 
cartoonist’s  drawing  board 
and  is  throwing  his  weight 
about  in  a US  laboratory.  Sci- 
entists took  out  just  one  of  the 
60,000  or  so  genes  from  a lab- 
oratory mouse  and  produced 
a “Hercules”  version,  with 
two  or  three  times  the  normal 
muscle  mass. 

The  research  one  day  could 
pay  OB'  in  bigger,  leaner  farm 
animals  and  new  treatments 
for  muscular  dystrophy  and  1 
other  wasting  diseases. 

The  Sumowrestler  version 
(tf  a mouse  — reported  in  the 
journal  Nature  today — began 
with  tbe  discovery  some 
years  ago  'by  Se-Jin  Lee  and 
fellow-scientists  at  Johns 
Hopkins  University  in  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  ctf  a gene 
cased  growth  difierentiatiou 
factor  8.  or  GDF  8 for  short, 
which  seemed  to  be  involved 
in  skeletal  muscle  tissue. 

Wanting  to  see  how  it 
worked,  they  erased  it  from 
the  rodent's  genetic  code  — 
the  DNA  sequence  that  pro- 
vides a blueprint  for  the 
body’s  machinery  — and 
started  breeding.  They  turned 
a weakling  mouse  into  one 
that  might  kick  sand  in  its 
Eace.  i - 

“T^  first  thit^  we  noticed 
was  that  the  knockout  mice 
bad  unusually  large 
shoulders  and  hips,”  said  Al- 


MICE  are  the  mag’hiw^ 
tools  of  medical  and 
genetic  research,  writes  Tint 
Radford.  They  breed  and  ma- 
ture swiftly,  can  learn  new 
tricks,  and  can  be  geneti- 
cally “engineered”  to 
mimic  aspects  of  humanity. 
G Micein  London  have 
been  dosed  with  brains  from 
BSE  cattle  to  see  if  they  de- 
velop the  human  version 
known  as  new  variant  CJD. 
□ Two  US  laboratories 
have  made  mice  that  cannot 
make  adrenalin.  They  get 
cold  or  they  get  obese,  ac- 
cording to  another  monse 
“first”  in  Natnre  today. 

C A year  ago.  University  of 
Pen^ylvanla  scientists 
transplanted  sperm  preenr- 


exandra  Mcinierroo.  one  of 
the  team  at  Johns  Hppldns. 
“On  closer  analysis  we  found 
that  all  their  muscles  were 
two  to  three  times  normal 
size.  Except  for  the  muscles, 
the  mice  appear  to  be  normal 
Hnrj  healthy." 

Dr  Lee  said  yesterday: 
"GDP  8 could  give  us  new  op- 
portunities to  treat  the  many 
musde-wasting  diseases  like 
muscular  ctys&cqihy.  or  the 
muscle  loss  that  accompanies 
some  cancers  and  Ai(&  We 
are  extremely  early  in  the 
process  and  there  is  no  guar- 
antee that  we  will  get  there 


sorcellsof  male  rats  into 
the  testes  of  male  mice,  pro- 
ducing “a  totally  new  con- 
cept in  biology”. 

□ In  a ghoulish  testof 
homan  tissue  engineering, 
scientists  sowed  an  artiil- 
elal  hnman  ear  to  the  back 
of  a genetically-en^eered 
moose  to  see  if  it  "took”. 

□ Laboratory’  mice  are 
abont  to  head  Into  cybei> 
space.  Edinburgh  scientists 
areleadinga  Bnrop^cct  to 
map  a moose’s  onbom  Ufo 
on  to  a computer  database. 
Researchers  anywhere  in 
the  world  will  be  able  to  eaii 
up  a digital  embryo,  cut  it 
up  and  examine  its  internal 
oigans  at  any  point  from 
conception  to  birth. 


and  there  is  no  guarantee  of 
how  long  it  would  take.  There 
is  a lot  more  to  be  learned 
about  this  particular 
molecule.” 

But  GDF  8 has  been  found 
in  many  vertebrates  includ- 
ing cows,  chickens  and  hu- 
mans. In  theory,  its  removal ; 
would  mean  healthy  animals  | 
with  more  muscle  and  less 
iaL  Since  consumers  are  al- 
ready demanding  lean  rather 
than  tot  meat  this  could  have 
profound  implications  for 
agriculture. 

But  tbe  discovery  is  not 
likdy  to  put  gjTnnasiums  out 


i of  business;  pumping  imn 
will  remain  the  best  way  to 
bigger  muscles.  This  is  be- 
cause the  research  also  raises 
an  evolutionary  puzzle;  if 
more  muscle  is  good,  why 
does  the  gene  e.xist  at  all? 

"You  can  get  rid  of  It  in 
mice  and  the  animals  are  to 
all  intonis  and  purposes  nor- 
mal,” said  Dr  Leo.  “One  rould 
c\‘cn  make  the  argument  that 
they  are  better  off  without  it. 
But  there  has  to  be  n catch. 
One  is  that  tliere  is  something 
really  wrong  with  these  ani- 
mnls  and  we  just  haven't 
found  it  yet.” 

The  other  is  that  the  gene 
might  be  less  important  only 
for  eosseted  laboratory 
animals. 

The  animals  might  — be- 
cause of  the  missing  getie  — 
be  slower  or  less  ag^ssive 
in  some  subtle  way.  “In  the 
wild,  that  might  be  the  death 
of  them.  We.  don't  yet  know 
what  that  catch  is,  but  there 
must  be  a catch  or  else  we 
would  all  be  walking  around 
looking  like  Schwarzeneg- 
gers." he  said. 

Dr  Lee  is  a founder  of  a 
company  called  MetaMor- 
pbix,  which  will  develop  the 
Hopkins  work.  He  and  col- 
leagues have  identified  a 
dozen  growth  factors  in  tbe 
same  fomily.  They  still  have 
to  understand  what  they  do 
and  how'.  Very  few  of  the 
100,000  or  so  genes  that  may 
exist  in  humans  seem  to  work 
as  simply  as  GDP  8. 
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Commissioners  investigate  claims  of  malpractice  and  misuse  of  funds  paid  by  parent  groups 

Cash  inquiry  into  charity 


Thy  Thursday  May  1 1997 


Liver  death 

‘not  a moral 
Ijudgement’ 


gUdee 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 


The  Charity  Com- 
missioners are  in* 
vestigating  allega- 
tions of  malpractice 
at  the  National  Con- 
federation of  Parent  Teacher 
Associations,  which  Is  hoping 
to  increase  its  role  as  a 
parents'  mouthpiece  when 
the  new  government  embarks 

on  the  next  stage  of  education 
reform. 

According  to  an  internal 
memorandum  from  the  con- 
federation chairman.  Ian 
Price,  the  inquiry  is  address- 
ing 10  complaints,  including 
the  appointment  of  trustees  to 
paid  Jobs,  the  high  cost  of  ex- 


ecutive committee  meetings 
and  “the  possibility  of  per- 
sonal bar  bills  being  paid  tv 
the  charity”. 

Investigators  are  also  look- 
ing into  the  propriety  of  a 
meeting  In  November  when 
chairman-elect  Sean  Rogers 
was  removed  fixim  office  afler 
criticising  the  way  the 
orgai^tion  was  run.  “The 
Ch^ity  Commission  felt  the 
bearing  resembled  a kanga- 
roo court,"  the  memorandum 
said. 

Mr  Price,  a Wirral  head 
teacher,  said  he  was  sure  the 
commission  would  give  the 
confederation  a clean  bill  of 
health  after  reviewing  all  the 
evidence.  But  Mr  Rogers  said 
the  charges  mentioned  in  the 
internal  memorandum  cov- 


ered only  part  of  the  misman- 
agement which  would  be  ex- 
posed by  the  nffiriai  inquixy 
under  section  8 of  the  1993 
Charities  AcL 
The  confederation  got  at 
least  £750.000  a year  in  sub- 
scriptions from  the  parent 
teacher  associations  at  10,000 
schools  which  needed  mem- 
bership to  obtain  insurance 
cover  for  their  fundraising 
events.  Only  about  £250,000 
was  spent  on  Insurance,  and 
the  rest  west  on  the  espenses 
of  running  the  oi^an£sadon 
and  amassing  unacceptably 
large  reserves.  “Money  la 
being  squandered  on  hotels 
and  a Ihirly  rich  lifestyle  for  a 
number  of  pecmle,”  he  said. 


ducted  a "tbrensic  audit"  at 
the  confederation's  headquar- 
ters in  Gravesend,  Kent,  and 
collected  documents  and  ta^ 
recordings.  A spokesman  said 
it  would  be  sending  a letter 
about  the  inqul^'s  progress 
before  the  confederation's 
armna^  meeting  In  Llverpocd 
on  Suml^.  “A  full  r^it  of 
Qur  flndingg  will  be  presented 
to  the  trustees  during  May.” 

The  coaunissum  would  not 
comment  on  whether  any  al- 
legations were  substantiated. 
Section  8 Inquiries  were 
laundted  if  th^  was  cause 
for  concern  arising  from  a 
charity’s  management  or  fi- 
nancial affiura,  but  could  not 
be  assumed  to  indicate  blame. 

Mr  Price  said  he  wdoomed 
the  Investigation.  *^e  have 


nothing  to  fear  azid  nothing  to 
hide.  We  are  honest  pe<4>le 
working  hard  in  tiie  Interests 
of  parents,  children  and 
and  we  ^ve  been 
fhistrated  by  the  efforts  of 
these  two  Individnals.*' 

Thjv  had  been  particularly 
critical  of  Margaret  Morris- 
sey, a former  trustee  em- 
ployed as  part-time  public 
relations  c^car.  "She  has 
done  a marvellous  job.  Her 
naine  Is  synonymous  with  the 
NCFTA  and  she  Is  the  victim 
of  vUificarion 

possibly  jealousy,’*  he  said. 

Mr  Rogers  called  for  the 
resignation  of  tite  trustees 
and  s^lspeDSioa  o£  the  three 
paid  officers.  MTS 

Morrissey  “because  of  the 
damage  they  have 


done  to  the  charity  . . . They 
have  tried  to  sOence  anybody 
who  asks  questions." 

Lori  Archibald,  a trustee 
fnm  Kmt,  said  she  was  pre- 
paring to  resign  because  she 
was  not  being  told  whether 
^e  could  he  personally  liable 
for  costs  incurred  tv  con- 
federation. “I  do  not  think 
schools  realise  they  are  pay- 
ing for  Junkets  abroad  and 
nipfe  hnti»Ta_  It  Is  Ordinary 
parents’  money  being  spent 
that  Is  hard-earned  at  Jumble 
sales."  she  saiiL 

The  confederation  yester 
day  published  a "wish  list  for 
the  new  government",  indud- 
ii%  proposals  to  make  it  a 
legal  requirement  for  all 
schools  to  form  an  association 
oTparmts. 


Last  montii  the  commis- 
sion’s investigators  con- 


A measorlng  pole  in  a canal  highliglite  the  low  amounts  of  rain  in  Britain  in  the  first  quarter  of  1997.  Figures  show  there  was  42  per  cent  of  normal  rainfUl  photograpk-  martin  ooowin 


Low  rainfall 
brings  threat 
of  curbs  on 
farm  irrigation 

Paul  Brown  reports  on  responses 
to  a record  bout  of  diy  wreather 


IT  rained  less  in  the  first 
four  months  of  1997  than 
any  time  since  1929,  fig- 
ures yesterday  revealed. 
Britain  had  only  42  per  cent 
of  normal  rainfall  and  until 
last  weekend's  rain  April  was 
at  1 per  cent  of  average. 

The  worst  two  year  drou^t 
for  more  than  200  years  has 
brought  increased  sunshine 
and  hi^er  temperatures.  AH 
but  one  of  EngUmd's  35  main 
rivers  is  less  than  half  aver- 
age flow  for  AptIL  and  12  are 
down  to  a quarter. 

In  the  Midlands  36  formers 
have  been  ordered  to  stop  Ir- 
rigaUng  their  crops  because 
river  flows  are  so  low  the 
water  cannot  be  spared. 
Three  formers  in  East  Angila 
have  also  been  forced  to  stop 
watering  and  another  160 
have  accepted  voluntarily 
restrictioas  to  save  their  local 
rivers  from  drying  up.  The 


Rainfall 


Engtand  and  Wales.  MBUnwlrBa 


Q Actual  U Averege 


Environment  Agency  said 
fhrther  automatic  restric- 
tions would  be  imposed  if 
river  levels  continued  to  tall. 

'The  rainfoll  of  last  week 
did  not  help  the  rivers  at  alL 


We  measure  moisture  content 
the  soH  to  assess  the 
drou^t  The  son  is  drier  now 
than  it  is  nonnally  in  June." 
said  a spokesman. 

May  is  expected  to  continue 
the  warmer  trend  of  March 
and  April  although  yester- 
day's 30-day  forecast  sug- 
gested that  changeable 
weather  could  bring  some 
more  rain  in  the  north  and 
west 

Rain  in  the  sooth  and  east 
is  less  lik^.  Double  and  in 
some  cases  treble  normal 
rains  are  required  to  restore 
river  flows  and  soil  nioisture 
to  healthy  levels. 

A Meteorological  Office 
spokesman  said:  "Normal^, 
we  have  a west  to  east  air 
stream  across  the  British 
Isles  which  brings  with  it  low 
pressures  and  rain.  Instead 
T^*ve  a nunfoer  of  high 
pressures  over  or  near  the 


country.  We  call  this  a 
blocked  weather  pattern  and 
it  pushes  the  rain  either 
north  to  Icdand  or  south  to 
Spain,  Portugal  and  North 
Africa." 

He  said  that  this  winter's 
drought  had  only  been 
relieved  by  an  exceptionally 
wet  February  but  even  so 
only  just  over  half  the  ex- 
pected 12  inches  of  rain  had 
foUen  this  yev.  “We  need  a 
deluge  to  satisfy  the  water 
companies  and  restore  every- 
thing to  normaL" 

De^te  being  dassifled  by 
the  Met  Office  as  a "semi- 
arid"  region,  Anglian  Water 
is  confident  of  not  having  to 
introduce  a hose-pipe  ban  this 
summer. 

“We’ve  got  our  leakage  rate 
ri^  down  and  filled  up  the 
reservoirs  in  the  wet  Febru- 
ary. We  think  weH  be  all 
ri^t."  a spokesman  said. 


Rugby  death  in  tackle 


Vhrek  Chaudhary 


The  Rugby  Football 
Union  was  urg^  yester- 
day to  review  its  safety 
procedures  after  a coroner 
beard  hou'  an  young  player 
died  after  making  a tMUe. 

The  inquest  into  the  death 
of  Ian  Tucker,  aged  23.  heanl 
that  he  suffered  serious  head 
injuries  as  he  tried  to  stop  a 

trj'. 

Mr  Tucker,  who  was  play- 
ing for  Oxford  university 
against  Saracens  in  a friendly 
last  October,  was  allowed  to 
carrj'  on  playing  afler  being 
seen  by  the  team  trainer,  but 
collapsed  moments  before  foil 
time. 


Recording  a verdict  of  acci- 
dental death,  deputy  coroner 
Susan  Hungerford  said:  “He 
was  by  all  anffniinNi  a highly 
gifted  rugby  player  with  a 
glowing  future  in  rugby 

ahftari  of  him 

'The  death  is  obviously  a 
terrible  and  tragic  loss  to  his 
fomily  and  friends  and  the 
worid  of  rugby  union." 

Dr  Hungerford  added  that 
she  would  be  writing  to  the 
Rugby  Football  Union  with 
recommendatioits  to  review 
safety  procedures,  in  particu- 
lar over  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  head  injuries, 
and  the  medical  qualifica- 
tions of  those  responsible  for 
treating  players. 

The  inquest  at  St  Pancras 


coroner’s  court,  central  E<oq- 
don,  heard  that  Mr  Tucker 
was  studying  for  a philosophy 
doctorate  at  Oxford,  and  was 
on  the  verge  of  being  selected 
for  the  university  team. 

He  was  from  Australia, 
where  he  attended  the  Austra- 
lian Institute  of  Sport,  a 
breedii^  ground  for  top  ath- 
letes. and  had  played  for  Aus- 
tralia’s under-19  rugby  team. 

The  inquest  heard  that 
after  the  match,  which  to^ 
place  at  Saracens'  home 
ground  in  Enfiaid  north  Lon- 
don, Mr  Tucko-  was  already 
in  a coma  by  the  time  he 
reached  the  medical  room.  He 
was  taken  to  hospital  but  de- 
clared brain  dead  the 
following  day. 


Girls  freed  one  year  after  killing  teenager 


TWO  girls  convicted  of  kill- 
ing the  teenager  Louise 
-Allen  have  been  set 
It  is  understood  they  left  a 
local  authority  secure  unit  on 
Tuesday  n^t,  a day  earlier 
thanplann^ 

Louise,  ag^  13,  died  a year 
ago  yesterday  after  being 
kicked  in  the  head  while  trying 


to  break  up  a fight  betwe«i 
friends  In  Corby,  Northanq^ 
tonshire.  The  two  girls,  aged  13 
and  14,  who  cannot  be  named 
for  legal  reasons,  were  con- 
victed of  her  manslaughter  and 
sentenced  to  two  years' 
detention. 

An  appeal  to  lengthen  the 
sentences,  on  grounds  of 


undue  leniency,  was  rejected 
in  February,  liie  girls  were 
released  early  on  grounds  of 
time  spent  on  remand  and 
good  behaviour. 

Louise's  mother,  EDen,  aged 
36,  said  the  rdease  date  coinci- 
dence was  a “slap  in  the  foce”. 
Her  fother,  John,  40,  called  it 
"insensitive  and  tasteless'’. 


Mobile  phones  display 
details  of  bank  account 


Kata  Watson -Smyth 


For  tiiose  prone  to  wak- 
ing up  in  a sweat  in  the 
night  worrying  about 
their  is  at  hard 

in  Qie  form  of  a mobDe  tele- 
phone which  displays  bank 
account  infonnaUon  on  its 
screen. 

The  device,  a coUaboratioo 
between  Barclays  Bank  and 
Cellnet,  offers  most  of  the 
functions  of  a cashpoint  ma- 
chine, apart  firom  actually 
handing  out  the  money. 

But  Cellnet  said  even  this 
could  happen  within  the  next 
five  to  10  years  as  it  may  be 
possible  for  money  to  be 
doi^oaded  on  to  a so-called 
smart  card  via  the  customer's 
handset. 

The  phone  has  just  gone  on 
sale  and  the  service  will  be 
switched  on  tomorrow. 

Barcfoycard  customers  will 
be  able  to  view  their  bank  bal- 
ance, see  a mini-statement  of 
recent  transactions  and  check 
details  such  as  their  credit 
card  limit  and  when  their 
next  card  payment  is  due. 


I^vB  Massey,  corporate  af- 
foirs  manager  at  Cellnet  said 
the  phone  repre^ted  a dra- 
matic techzTotogical  advaitce. 
“We  are  fining  it  the  bank  in 
your  pocket,  and  we  think 
there  win  be  a big  market  for 
it"  It  estimated  that  up  to 
half  a mtllloo  customers 
would  have  one  by  2000. 

The  phone  a larger 
screen  than  standard  hand- 
sets. and  after  keying  in  a PIN 
code  customers  will  be  able  to 
call  up  the  required  details. 

Sara  Mak,  spo^aman  for 
the  hank,  said  the  ynhpmp  was 
one  step  on  flnm  an  existing 
collaboration  with  Cellnet. 
where  customers  could  be 
connected  to  an  operator  at 
customer  services  ^ the  push 
■ofahuttoa 

“We  know  a lot  of  our  cus- 
tomers pref^  mobEe  banking 
and  this  Is  a very  good  deaL'* 
she  said. 

“We  have  carried  out  inter- 
nal trials,  and  at  least  9l  per 
cent  of  the  people  who  have 
had  one  have  recommended  it 
to  someone  else." 

The  phone  costs  £29.99  with 
monthly  subscription  charges 


of  £17.50.  Customers  will  be 
rfigiMg  for  a 20  per  cent  sav- 
ing on  calls. 

A spT^esman  for  ZJoydIs 
Bank  said  It  bad  been  work- 
ing on  a similar  scheme  in- 
volving an  electronic  .per- 
sonal organiser. 

"At  the  moment  we  have 
around  L.OO0  people  ttying  it 
out  They  can  access  the  same 
sort  of  information  and  pay 
cheques  using  their  elec- 
teonic  organiser. 

"There  is  no  time  scale  for 
when  it  will  become  available 
but  the  trial  was  launched  a 
year  ago.”  T8B  customers 
who  were  linked  via  Compu- 
Serve to  the  Internet  could 
also  access  details  about  their 
accounts. 

•Peter  Cochrane,  head  of 
research  at  BT  Lalwratories, 
said  the  phone  was  a small 
step  to  improving 
communicatiOEis. 

“If  you  need  some  informa- 
tion in  a hurry  ...  this  Is 
'ideal. 

"We  are  working  towards  a 
Star  Trek  world  where  com- 
municatioas  will  be  con- 
stanfb^  improved." 


ErlendCfoustOlf 


A transplant  sur- 
geon denied  yestez^ 
day  that  a dying  teen- 
age drugtafcer  had 
been  disqualified  feom  receiv- 
ing a new  liver  on  moral 
grounds. 

Hilary  Sanfey  told  an  in- 
quiry that  Michelle  Paul, 
ag^  IS,  had  already  sufibred 
irreversible  brain  damage, 
and  other  patients  would 
have  benefited  more  from  a 
tiansi^L  . 

The  specialist,  who  had 
flown  In  from  America  to  at- 
tend the  Aberdeen  hearing, 
said  it  was  likely  Mididle 
would  not  even  have  survived 
^ e^ht-hour  operatUm. 

The  died  at  Edin- 

burgh Royal  infinnarT  in  No- 
vanber  1995,  four  weeks  after 
taking  half  80  ecstasy  tablet 
at  a rave.  Both  her  mofitv 
anri  grandmother  have  testi- 
fied that  they  were  told  by  a 
transplant  **«">  member  ttiat 
Mi«*hfliia  was  Ineligible  fbr 
h^  on  moral  grounds. 

Dr  Sanfey,  who  now  worics 
at  the  Unlvcffsity  of  Virginia, 
suggested  Michele’s  rel- 
atives had  misunderstood  the 
situation  daring  their  conver- 
sations with  medical  staff 
T can  only  specaiate  that 
when  the  family  was  told  that 
MQcbdle  would  not  be  trans- 
planted because  of  problems 
wifli  her  brain  and  diest,  otha 
issues  may  have  been  dis- 
cussed soA  the  fomily  may 
have  attadied  iiKM«  importance 
to  them,”  Dr  Sanfey  said. 


“I  said  that  if  we  did  trans- 
plant MicbeUe.  if  ^ sur 
vived  she  would  b€  left  with 
permanent  brain  damage.  She 
would  be  unable  to  fend  for 
hecs^."  At  this  point,  ac- 
cording to  the  surgeon,  Ml- 
cfaelle’s  grandmother  said 
neither  Michelle  nor  the  fam- 
ily would  want  that. 

Dr  Sanfey  acknowledged 
that  the  team  had  sought  in- 
formation about  Michelle'.^ 
family  background.  Although 
her  mother  was  a reformed 
drw  add^  and  her  father 

was  in  Jail,  fills  had  not  ulti- 
mately been  a feetor  In  the 

decision  to  withhold  a 

transplant. 

The  surgeon  did  concede 
that  doctors  had  been  "con- 
cerned" about  Michelle’s  per- 
sonal history,  which  Included 
truancy  and  snudcing  canna- 
bis while  being  treated  In  Ab- 
erdeen Royal  Infirmary  prior 
to  her  transfer  south. 

The  inquiry  has  already 
heard  that  48  Edinburgh 
Royal  Infinuary  patients  died 
waiting  for  a liver  transplant 
in  1995.  -A  transplant  team 
member  testified  that  be- 
cause of  the  waiting  list, 
replacement  organs  are  onl>* 
given  to  patiaits  with  the  best 
long-term  chance  (^survival. 

Quotloned  by  David  Burn- 
side for  the  fomily.  Dr  Sanfey 
stressed  that  other  colleagues 
had  shared  her  view  of  Mi- 
chelle’s medical  status.  “Z  was 
not  the  only  person  who  was 
resistant  to  liver  transplant." 
she  said.  "It  was  a team  deci- 
sion made  after  full 
consultation.” 


Mother  of  ‘unruly’ 
boy  sent  to  jail 


Sarah  Ooaalay 


motbtt  of  a 14-year- 
old  boy  has  been  J^ed 
for  di^lDg  file  courts  in 
protest  at  the  authorities' 
refusal  to  detain  her  son  in  a 
secure  imit,  away  from  his 
dnig-dealing  friends. 

The  woman,  who  cannot  be 
named  because  of  a court 
order  fixrbldding  identifica- 
tion criT  the  b^,  riftiTiM  he  is 
out  of  control  and  has  si^t 
the  last  18  months  burgUng, 
thieving  and  stealing  from  his 
fomily  in  order  to  b^  drugs. 

The  mother,  who  lives  in 
Chlppeuham.  Wiltshire, 
refused  to  pay  his  £40  court 
costs  after  he  was  convicted 
of  stealing  a CO  player  and  a 
basketball.  She  was  angry 
that  he  received  a 12-mo^ 
sup^ision  order.  She  is  now 
serving  a seven-day  sentence 
for  contempt  of  court 

Speaking  from  Eastwood 
Park  prism  in  Wfitshire.  she 
said  yesterday:  "I  am  just  dis- 
gusted wlfii  the  le^  syst^. 
Me  being  in  here  is  wasting 
taxpayers’  money.  All  the 
magistrates  hw*  to  do  was 
h^p  my  son  by  locking  him 
up." 

Yesterday  40  Criends  and 
family  members  demon- 
strated outside  the  magis- 
trates’ court  in  Chippenb^ 
protesting  at  the  woman’s 
sentence.  They  were  backed 
by  shopkeepers  who  banned 
the  boy  firom  their  pronlses. 

The  woman's  oldest  daugh- 
ter, who  is  21.  said  of  bo: 
brofiier:  Tie  is  in  with  an  un- 
desirable crowd.  He  is  com- 
pletely uncontrollable.  There 
are  four  of  us  in  the  fomily 


and  the  msijority  have  not 
turned  out  fiiat  badly.  We  all 
had  the  same  upbringing  — 
is  to  do  with  and  the 
people  he  mixes  with.  We  all 
love  him  but  you  can  only 
love  so  murit.  Tm  the  only 
one  he  hasn’t  stolen  finm. 

"The  Children  Act  is  well 
and  good,  but  not  when  they 
are  laughing  in  your  foce. 
He’s  told  my  mother  *you 
can’t  toudi  me  the  social 
s»vices  will  have  you’." 

The  boy  has  been  expelled 
firom  more  than  one  school 
and  has  now  been  placed  with 
foster  parents  who  are  experi- 
enced tn  dealing  with  such 
cases,  but  the  mother  feels 
they  do  not  have  him  under 
control  either. 

The  boy's  Sd-year-old  step- 
fother  said  of  his  wife:  “She 
has  done  everything  to  sup- 
port him.  Sie  must  have  bad 
SO  meetings  with  social  ser- 
vices. He  got  In  with  the 
wrong  crowd  and  started 
smoking  cannabis. 

"He  stole  her  video  and  sold 
it  for  £8.  Be  stole  my  binocu- 
lars, whirii  are  woslh  £100, 
and  sold  them  just  for  £6 
worth  of  cannabis. 

“At  Christmas  she  paid 
£170  for  a Nintendo  gaim.  He 
lent  it  to  a friend  and  it  was 
sold.  Re  also  sold  a television 
his  foster  parents  gave  him. 
When  he  gets  cai^t  he  Is  Just 
cautioned  because  he  is  only 
It" 

The  elder  dau^ter  said  the 
campaign  wo^d  continue 
even  after  her  mother  was 
released. 

She  added:  “There  will  be 
other  court  appearances  and 
she  win  keep  going  back  into 

jail  ■■ 


Big  Ben  marks  time  in  build-up 
to  ringing  the  nation’s  changes 


Atex  Bellos 


Today  may  herald  the 
dawn  of  8 new  era.  but  yes- 
terday afternoon  Britain  was 
stuck  in  time  when  Big  Ben 
stopped  at  12.11  and  didn’t 
move  on  until  12JI8. 

Ehigineers  at  Westminster 
were  unable  to  say  whether  it 
was  a portentous  sign  that 
time  was  running  out  ^ the 
Tory  government,  or  that 
time  should  not  move  forward 
under  Labour. 

"We  don’t  ftinfc  anything  is 
broken."  said  a spidsesman. 
“It’s  possible  that  somethii^ 
might  have  slipped.”  By 
12.S4pm,  the  world’s  most 
fomous  clock  was  back  to  the 
correct  time. 

The  stoppage  is  the  latest  in 
a line  of  problems  wlfii  the 
^Ing  timepiece  in  recent 
years.  The  London  landmark 
almost  missed  welcoming  in 
1997  when  It  froze  on  New 


Year’s  Eve  and  engineers 
worked  against  the  dock  for 
two  hours  to  get  it  going 

again 

On  Qiat  occasion  the  trou- 
ble was  noticed  by  a retired 
Big  Ben  engineer  who  heard 
its  bongs  on  an  early  evening 
news  bulletin  and  noticed 
they  were  off  key.  Cold  winds 
had  hardened  the  rubber 
buffer  on  the  striking  mecha- 
nism, dulling  the  note.  In  the 
event,  repairs  were  completed 
shortly  after  iqpm  — In  time 
to  boom  out  the  new  year  for 
mfilions  of  televisim  viewers 
and  radio  listeners  across  the 
country. 

After  a breakdown  In  1993, 
the  chimes  which  strike  the 
quarter-hours  were  silent  for 
eight  weeks  . while  repairs 
were  carried  out  Itemklial 
work  to  a gearsbaft  was  also 
carried  out  on  Big  Ben  in  1994 
after  it  stepped  for  several 
hours  and  engineers  reponed 

signs  of  wear  and  tear. 


PC  jailed  for  theft 


ADEBT-ridden  police  offi- 
cer who  stole  a dis^led 
pensioner’s  £7,8d0  savings 
after  befriending  hmr.was 
jailed  for  18  months 
yesterday. 

PC  TrevtK*  Standing  aged  36, 
wept  in  Southwark  crown 
court  in  T/wwirtH  as  fiM  judge 
branded  him  a "maan,  cqppor; 


tunist  thief.  He  bad  discovered 
the  cash. of  Kafideen 

aged  80,  cf  Heath, 

aouth  Londoa  edme  trying  to 
PTiwir  her  telerislon  last  yaar 
Standing,  described  as  hav- 
ing had  an  exemplary  18-year 
career  firet  in  the  army  and 
then  In  the  police,  hid  most  of 
the  money  at  his  home. 


cf’. . 
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Ii^ndeflaht 
as  row  with 

EU  deepens 


WORLD  NEWS  5 

Blast 


tan  Bbck  In  London 
and  tan  Tnqmor  tot  Bom 


IRAN'S  confrontation  with 
the  Eiuropean  Union  esca- 
lated last  night  as  mem' 
her  states  decided  not  to 
retiDTi  their  ambassadors  to 
Tehran  until  Iran  backed 
down  from  its  refusal  to  ac- 
cept the  German  and  nawiah 
envoys. 

Britain  and  all  other  EU 
members  except  Italy  res- 
ponded to  a Qftrinan  request 
and  kept  their  diplomats  at 
home  after  Iran  scorned 
warnings  about  terrorism 
and  told  Bonn  a^  Copenha- 
gen not  to  bother  gpnHtng 
their  envoys  back. 

Diplomats  said  the  BU 
would  be  seeking  “clarifSca- 
tlons’’  frcan  Tehran. 

AyatoHah  All  EhameineL 
Iran’s  spiritual  leader,  had  or- 
dered that  Germany’s  ambas- 
sador should  not  be  admWoH 


The  Europeans 
have  engaged  in 
propaganda  and 
childish  games’ 


"fbr  a period  o£  time”  and 
that  Iranian  envoys  should 
not  return  to  EU  capitals. 

Denmark’s  ambassador  was 
similarly  snubbed  to  under- 
mine the  EU*s  attempt  to  pre- 
serve unity  by  actli^  in  ctm- 
cert  — despite  strong  and 
embarrassingly  public  differ- 
ences between  member  states 
on  how  to  deal  with  Iran. 

Seeking  to  exploit  these  div- 
isions. Tehran  issned  a series 
of  mocking  and  triumphant 
statements  after  EU  foreign 
ministers,  m«^ng  in  Luzem- 
bourg  on  Tuesday,  agreed  to 
suspend  ministerial  visits, 
crack  down  on  Iranian  intelli- 
gence activities,  and  suspcmd 
the  “critical  dialt^e”  with 
Iran. 

But  they  conspicuously 
filled  to  impose  even  the  mil- 
dest of  economic  sanctions, 
reflecting  Iran’s  enormous 
importance  as  the  world’s 
fouith-largest  oil  producer 
and  market  for  more  than 
£7  union  of  EU  exports. 

The  Austrian  Ibre^  minis- 
ter, .Wqlf^ujg  SchOssel,  said 
yesterday  thathewcHildhave 
pr^iured  some  kind  of  eco- 
nomic measures,  and  British 
gffi, rials  attacked  France  fbr 
attempting  to  water  down  tiie 
tezms  of  the  ban  on  visits. 

The  EU  acted  in  response  to  : 


a court  verdict  .in  Gennany 
<m  April  10  accusing  Iranian 
leaders  of  ordering  the  iniimg 
in  1992  of  four  KnrHieh  dissi- 
dents in  the  Mykonos  restau- 
rant in  Berlin. 

All  EU  ambassadors,  except 
the  Greek,  were  recalled  fimn 
Tehran  after  the  court  ruling. 
Tehran  retaliated  by  recalling 
its  envoys  from  Europe. 

The  Italian  ambassador, 
ZtUdovico  Ortona,  returned  to 
Tehran  on  the  first  Alitalia 
flight  after  the  Luxembourg 
meeting. 

Iran’s . president,  Hasheml 
Rafsanjanl,  "The  Euro- 
peans have  <*wgftg»d  in  propa- 
ganda intr^ues,  induced  In 
stubborn  and  phnnich 
have  become  ashamed  of 
themselves  and  have  gMit-viy 
put  their  up  in  tiie  air; 
this  is  a «ign  of  Iran’s  real 
strength.” 

The  United  States,  pressing 
the  EU  fbr  tougher  policies, 
endorsed  the  <?nnrtwtM»ri  sus* 
pension  of  the  “critical  dia- 
logue" but  criticised  the 
return  of  the  envoys. 

The  state  department 
that  Iran  remained  the  cVi  W 
sponsor  of  "mtemational 
terrorism”  in  1996.  Its  annual 
report  on  terrorism  listed  six 
other  alleged  sponsors  of 
terrorism:  Cuba,  IraOi  Libya. 
North  ICorea.  Sudan  and  Syria. 

In  Bonn,  the  opposition 
called  fix'  the  resignation  of 
the  fbreJgn  minister.  Klaus 
Kinkel,  because  of  his  contro- 
versial' han^irig  of  poUcy'i 
towards  Iran.  demanded  I 
a “tough  and.cmtsistent”  res-  ^ 
ponse  to  Tehran’s  exclusion 
of  the  German  ambassador.  i 

Mr  witiVoi^  visiting  Roma- ' 
nia,  declined  to  comment  on 
the  latest  row.  Werner  Hoyer, 
the  cabinet  minister  respon- 
sible fbr  EU  afEairs,  stretbhed 
credibility  by  sayii^  said  he 
bad  no  doubts  about  EU  “soli- 
darity” on  Iran. 

Joschka  Fischer,  leader  of 
I the  Greens,  Mr  Kinkel 
I hart  inarta  Germany  anH  the 
EU  a “laughing  stock”,  while 
' media  commeatators  dispar- 
aged the  plan  to  return  am- 
bassadors within  thiiK  weeks 
of  the  Mykouos  'verdict 

“The  EIU  has  again  demon- 
strated Its  Inability  to  main- 
tain foreign  p(^y  unity  over 
a longer  period.”  stud  the 
Duesseldoif  business  news- 
paper HandelsUatt 

“If  the  IS.foreign  ministers. 
\'can’t  even  remain  united  and 
consistent  in  such  an  elemen- 
tary matter  as  combating  in- 
ternational terrorism,  how 
win  they  Ihre  In  trying  to  for- 
mulate a common  Ibrelgn 
politgr?" , 


sinks 

French 

ship 


A FRENCH  naval  Ship  pre- 
£\  paring  to  destroy  e^plo- 
# \sive$  in  Ae  Atlantic 


A French  naval  vessel  and  dinghies  circle  the  area  off  Cap  Levy  where  La  FUele  blew  up  and  yesterday 
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M \sive$  in  the  Atlantic 

blew  up  yesterday,  sinking  off 

the  Normandy  coast  with  22 
aboard,  killing  at  least  two, 
the  autiioritles  «ai<L 

Many  of  die  17  people  res- 
cued were  taken  to  hospital, 
four  of  them  suffered  serious 
injuries.  The  other  three  were 
still  missing. 

The  140ft  La  Pidele  was  off 
Cape  Levy,  east  of  the  naval 
port  of  Cherbourg,  when  the 
explosion  occurred  at 
10.30am.  said  a defence  mlnis- 
ti7  spokesman. 

The  vessel  sank  quickly. 

' and  the  navy  rushed  three 
, patrol  boats,  two  lifeboats  and 
a helicopter  to  rescue  the 
, crew  16  naTtel  persmm^ 

I and  six  civilian  ordnance 
experts. 

I lliere  was  no  immediate 
I word  on  the  exact  cause  of  the 
blast  The  ship  bad  been  car- 
lying  exidosf^  to  be  de- 
stroyed at  sea.  the  ministry 
spok^man,  who  did  not  want 
to  be  named,  said. 

The  spokesman  said  infor- 
maticm  on  the  number  and 
type  of  ex^orives  was  not  im- 
mediately available,  but  other 
sources  believed  that  the  ship 
had  been  carrying  about  1.400 
ageing  grenades  for  disposal 
at  sea. 

Since  November  the  navy 
had  safely  carried  out  Qve 
previous  missions  to  destroy 
its  stock  of  about  9,450  gre- 
nades.—AP. 


CDU  denies  French  bribe  claim 


News  in  brief 


Ian  Tniynor  Itt  Bonn 


CHANCELLOR  Helmut 
Kohl’s  Christian  Demo- 
crats yesterday  denied 
allegations  that  they  had 
received  witniana  of  marks 
from  a French  oQ  company 
which  bought  up  a string  of 
petrtd  stations  and  a refin^ 
in  eastern  Germany. 

A French  court  this  week 
ordered  an  inquiry  into  al- 
leged bribery  by  the  state- 
owned 'oil  company  Etf-Aqul- : 
taine.  In  connection  with 
deals  It  concluded  In  Ger- 
many in  1992. 

' Yesterday  French  news-' 
papers  allied  that  the  com- 
pany made  covert  i»yiiKnts 
to  the  Christian  Democratic  > 
Uhion  which  were  used  , to 
fond  its  electioo  campalgi  In 
1991 


Peter  Hlntxe.  the  CDU  gen- 
eral-secretary and  a dose  ally 
of  Mr  Kohl,  dismissed  the 
Fiencfa  reports  as  “nasty  in- 
vention'' and  ’Tumour”.  He 
said  the  CDU  had  received  no 
money  from  France,  “either 
directly  or  indirectiy”. 


paper  Le  Parisien  reported 
tiiat  the  late  president  Fran- 
cois Mitterrand  strongly  sup- 
ported the  Elf  acquisitions  in 
Germany,  which  were  to  cre- 
ate 6,000  jobs  and  h^  his 
firiend  Mr  Kohl  move  forward 
with  German  reuniGcadon. 


Reports  allege  the  German  party  used 
payments  for  its  1 994  election  campaign 


Quoting  anonymous  Judi- 
cial sources  in  Paris,  foe 
weekly  mag^^TiP  Nouvd  Ob- 
servateur  -Eeported.  f-hat  rn^i- 

UoDS  of  nmrks  were  funneUed 
to  the  CDD  via  midcDemen 
and  mediating  companies. 

It  alleged  that  the  pB^neuts 
were  made  “with  the  approval 
of  the  ITendi  authorities". 

On  Tuesday  the  Paris  newa- 


I An  investigating  magis- 
trate in  Paris  is  heading  an 
inquiry  into  BlTs  alleged  pity- 
.ments  of  “secret  eommis- 
alfaifi"  in  Germany,  which  are 
said  to  total  about  £5  million. 

Elf  obtained  the  sprawUng 
' former  state-owned  Leuna 
reOnery  near  Leipzig  in  what 
was  communist  east  Ger- 
many for  an  estimated 


£2  billion,  as  weU  as  the  old 
communist  Minol  network  of ' 
petrol  stations. 

A Swiss  businessman, 
Andre  Gueifi.  a^  7B.  who  is 
being  investigated  for  his  al- 
leged role  in  the  deal,  is  said 
to  have  told  the  judicial  In- 1 
quiry  that  he  was  the  middle- 
man and  that  about  £5  million 
in  “conunissions”  was  paid  to 
his  Liechtenstein-based 
company. 

The  former  Elf  chairman 
Loik  Le  Ploch-Prigent  was  ar^ 
rested  last  year  on  suspicion 
of  dubious  financial  practices 
and  had  to  step  down  from  his 
new  post  as  bead  of  the 
French  railways. 

Nouvel  Observateur  alleged 
that  another  consultant  to  the 
oil  company  who  was  also 
being  investigated  was  in  hid- 
ing, protected  by  foe  German 
secret  service. 


UK  warships  steam 
to  aid  of  poached  fish 


BRITAIN  and  France  have  sent  warships  to  the  Antarctic,  and 
New  Zealand  is  sending  surveillance  pUmes,  to  stop  an  interna- 
tional Qeet  of  ships  poaching  toofoAsb.  a whlte-fle^ied  fish 
imported  by  South-east  Asian  countries. 

Strict  controls  were  imposed  on  Antarctic  ilsh  resources  last 
year  under  a 23HX>untiy  Antarctic  fisheries  control  agreraient 
the  Convention  for  the  Conservation  of  Antarctic  Marine  Liv- 
ing Resources. 

But  ‘Teflagged"  fishing  vessels  from  Spain.  Norway  and  the 
United  States — all  signatories  ofthe  agreement — are  among 
those  plundering  toothfish,  according  to  New  Zealand  govern- 
ment officiids.  More  than  40  vessris  have  taken  at  least  30.000 
tons  of  toothfish  in  South  Africa’s  sub-Antarctic  waters.  New 
Zealand  said  yesterday.  — AP.  WeUingtxm. 


WHO  chief  to  bow  out 


WHO  ARE  YOU 
GOING  TO  VOTE  FOR? 


President  of 
Tajikistan 
survives 
grenade  blast 


Le  Pen  bows 
out  as  Greens 
and  Socialists 
join  forces 


1HB  controversial  head  ofthe  World  Health  Organisation.  Hiro- 
shi Nakaiima,  announced  yesterday  foat  he  would  not  be  seeking 
reelection  when  his  present  term  runs  out  nest  year. 

Dr  Naitejinaa.  a Japanese  pltermadst,  has  been  the  sulyect  of 
frequentoiticismfrommanyWe5temcountries.indudixigBrlt- 
ain  and  foe  United  States,  for  his  managemoit  the  Geneva- 
based  United  Nations  agteicy.  Critics  have  accused  him  of  weak 
leadership,  lack  of  vision  and  a rrihsal  to  set  out  dbear  priorities 
for  foe  oi^anisation. 

Dr  Nal^  ima,  aged  69,  was  first  ^pointed  In  1968 and  is  serving 
his  second  five-year  term.  Gro  Harlem  Bnindfland.  foe  former 
Norwegian  prime  minister,  is  a possiUe  successor. — Chris 
MihOL 
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■ tral  Asian  republic  of 
Tajikistan,  Imomall  Rakb- 
monov,  survived  a gren^ 
explosion  yesterday  which 
IdDed  two  and  injured  60 
ofoers. 

A grenade  was  thrown  at 
his  feet  as  be  emerged  from  a 
car  in  the  northera  city  of 
Kbudjand,  foe  scene  of  anti- 
government  demonstrations 
last  year.  By  the  late  afier- 
noon  Mr  Rakhmonov  was 

able  to  By  back  to  Dushanbe, 
his  seat  of  power. 

His  suspected  attacker  was 
caught  azid  identified  as  21- 
year-old  Firdavs  Dusthoboyev. 
an  organiser  of  last  yem's 
protests. 

TajikistaD’s  armed  Islamic 
Opposition  immediately  de- 
nied responsibility  for  foe  as- 
sassinatiOD  attempt,  which 
occurred  just  before  the  Iran- 
ian preeidenL  Ali  Hasbemi 
RaCsazdanL  is  due  to  make  a 
peace-brokering  visit  is  due 
to  foe  Farsi-speaking  state. 

On  May  16,  talks  between 
tbe  government  and  tbe 
united  Tbjik  opposition  are 
due  to  resume  in  Tehran.  A 
breakthrou^  was  achieved 
in  Pebuary  when  the  two 
sides  agreed  to  the  creation  of 
a coalition  govemmait  pend- 
ing elections  and  a protoced 
OD  tbe  reintegration  of  the 
armed  Tqjik  opposition  into 
Tajikistan’s  armed  forces. 

But  tbe  two  sides  foiled  to 
agree  on  a list  of  opposition 
forties  which  could  be  legal- 
I jsed,  and  tt  is  this  matter  that 
I will  be  discussed  In 

I Tehran. 

j Mr  Rakhmonov  is  a mem- 
ber of  tbe  Eulyabis  clan, 
which  seized  power,  beating 
rival  clans  out  of  ttie  govern- 
ment The  tribal  share-out  of 
power  is  still  continuing,  six 
years  after  tbe  republic 

gained  independence  from  the 
Soviet  Union. 

• President  Boris  Yeltsin  un- 
expectedly broke  off  his  holi- 
day in  Sochi  and  retiuned  to 
Moscow  yesterday,  dfeiming 
that  bad  weather  was  foe 
cause  of  his  sudden  change  of 
plans.  Television  pictures 
showed  sunny  weather  in 
Sochi,  which  is  close  to  two 
southern  Russian  towns 
Where  bomb  attacks  have 
killed  four  people  in  foe  last 
two  weeks. 


CRANCE*S  National  Front 
"leader.  Jean-Marie  Le 
Pen,  said  yesterday  that  be 
bad  decided  against  run- 
ning himself  in  tbe  coun- 
try’s snap  parUamentary 
election,  but  denied  it  was 
because  be  was  afraid  of 
defeat. 

His  party  Is  running.  U 
has  no  seats  in  the  national 
assembly  and  opinion  polls 
suggest  that  at  best  it  can 
win  only  a bandfral  on  May 
25  and  June  1. 

“I  will  not  present  myself 
in  the  legislative  elec- 
tions.” Mr  Le  Pen,  aged  68. 
told  Prance  Info  radio,  end- 
ing days  of  evasion. 

Meanwhile,  the  opposi- 
tion Socialists  and  foe  tiny 
Green  Party  agreed  to  field 
more  than  100  joint 
candidates. 

“For  the  first  time  in 
their  history  the  Greens 
will  be  able  to  enter  the 
national  assembly.’’  Its 
leader,  Dominique  Voynet, 
said  at  a news  conference 
with  foe  Socialist  Party 
leader,  Lionel  Jospin. 

The  deal  means  that  a 
Green  will  stand  on  behalf 
of  the  Socialists  in  29  con- 
stitoeneies,  and  a Socialist 
will  fight  for  the  Greens 
and  the  tiny  Radical  party 
in  77  oonstitoencies. 

In  other  seats,  the  parties 
win  fight  on  rival  platforms. 

“This  is  an  innovation,” 
Mr  Jo^in  said.  “The  ecolo- 
gists and  the  Socialists  are 
agreed  on  broad  targets 
and  on  presenting  joint 
candidates.” 

Ms  Voynet,  who  won 
3.3  per  cent  of  the  vote  in 
the  1995  presidential  elec- 
tion won  by  Jacques 
Chirac,  will  be  the  unity 
candidate  in  Dole,  in  foe 
Jura.  She  is  tbe  Green’s 
best  hope  of  winning  a seat. 

The  left  is  hoping  to  over^ 
turn  opinion  polls  showing 
that  the  prime  minister 
Alain  Juppe’s  centre-right 
coalition  Is  likely  to  retain 
power  with  a reduced 
ttutinrlty. 

On  Tuesday.  Mr  Jospin 
agreed  an  electoral  pact 
with  the  Communist  Party 
which  fell  short  of  fielding 
joint  candidates. 


Liquid  assets 


.4  MYSTERY  woman  has  made  an  anonymous  pledge  to  give 
32,000 (£1,239  to  every  household  in  flood-ravaged  Grand  FtelEs, 
North  Dakota  and  neighboring  East  Grand  Minnesota, 

officials  said. 

Wifo  an  estimated  5JXX)  housfodlds  eligfUe  fix*  paymoits,  the 
promise  could  cost  the  woman  310  millkm.  The  first  cheques  are 
already  being  written,  according  to  officials. 'Hie  North  Dakota 
Community  Federation,  which  is  distributing  the  fflcmey,  said  the 
donor,  who  lives  in  foe  United  States  but  has  Dolinks  to  the 

flooded  region,  had  transferred  more  thm  32  million  Into  its 
account^AP,  GrandFerks. 


Good  news  for  Italy’s  royals 


ITALY’S  centre-left  government  yesterday  ^proved  an  initiative 
that  would  allow  the  heir  to  the  throne  to  return  to  the  country 
after  more  than  half  a oenti^  of  exile. 

In  a surprise  move  the  prime  minister,  Romano  Prodi,  told  the 
weeldy  cahinet  meeting  he  would  table  l^i^tion  to  change 
Italy’s  post-war  constitutimi.  Ihe  monarchy  was  rejected  in  a 
referendum  in  1946 and  foe  eonstitutitei  includes  a provision 
barring  the  return  male  descendants  (^Italy’s  king, 
Umberto  II.  His  son  and  heir,  Vittorio  Emmanuele,  lives  in 
Geneva. 

The  proposal,  rejected  by  the  for-left  allies  (d'Mr  Prodi’s  govern- 
ment, created  a dilemma  fbr  the  opposition.  Most  <m  the  ri^t 
fovour  the  return  of  the  royal  fomfly,  but  claimed  Mr  Prodi  was 
using  the  issue  to  secure  the  re-dection  tfhis  party’s  mayoral 
candidate  in  ’Torin,  from  where  Italy's  royals  nlglnate. — Jbftn 
Hooper.  Rome. 


Arrests  in  Korean  bribes  case 


TWO  Close  friends  of  a son  ctf’South  Korea's  President  Kim  Young- 
sam  were  acrested  yesterday  on  diarges  of  taking  bribes  lh>m 
businessmen  seeking  tbe  son’s  Influence. 

Prosecutors  said  Park  Tae-Jung,  a diildhood  friend  the 
president’s  second  son.  Kim  Hyim^ul,  had  received  £615,000 
between  1994  and  l996fiumtbreebusBiessmenseekinggovem- 
ment  licences  for  televislan  stations  and  t^ecom  eompEmies. 

Kim  Hee^chan,  a foimer  ooD^  classmate,  received  £680,000 
from  Keo  Pyung  Group,  a mining  and  textile  om^omerate,  in 
1994  after  promi^g  that  the  presidteifs  8(m  would  b^  the 
company  win  a go^temment  licteice  fbr  a r^io^  telerisioa 
station,  th^  added. 

Prosecutors  said  the  two  insisted  foat  they  had  not  passed  the 
money  m to  foe  president’s  son.  The  cmnpsoiies  gave  the 

bribes  did  not  win  the  liceiices. 

The  prosecutor  said  investigators  had  fbund  no  evidence  the 

son’s  involvement  in  a bribes-ibr'loans  ^farxiai  at  abankrupt  stedl 
company.  AP.  Seoid. 


Dubai  cuts  The  English  Patient 


GaBe  fudge,  page  1 1 


ARAN on  the  Osear-winningnim  ThoRnglieTi  l>aHont  inPubai 
was  lifted  alter  scenes  deem^  offensive  to  Mam  in  mopaie 
cut  foe  Gulf  News  reported  yesterday. 

The  film,  partly  set  in  Egypt  was  pulled  three  days  after  it 

opened  in  March  when  an  official  frnm  the  Islamic  affairs 
ministEy  labelled  several  scenes  as  oSmslve.  It  can  now  be 
shown  after  foe  censor  cut  five  scenes,  the  paper  said.  Tiiey 
Include  a roman  tic  scene  that  occurs  during  a Muslim  call  to 

prayer,  it  said.  ~ AP,  Dubai 
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‘Vte  have  . 
many  women 
and  children 
who  are  dying 
of  hunger, 
and  there’s  no 
work.  We  rob 
out  of  hunger. 
We  rob  to  live’ 

Luis  Hernandez 
SuSrez,  a peasant 

‘Under 

President 

Zedillo’s 
govemmenl^ 
there  has  not 
been  progress. 
Impunity  levels 
are  the  same  as 
seven  years 
ago.  Torture  is 
one  of  the 
worst  evils  of 
Mexico’ 

Jose  Miguel 
Vhranco 
Human  Rights 
Wateh/Americas 


The  Guaidian  Thursday  May_ij^ 


An  indigenous  man  asks  a military  policeman  for  money  in  Chiapas,  where  rural  violence  is  forcing  thousands  ftom  their  homes  photograph:  scott  saov 


Mexico’s  rural  torment 


Rights  groups 
say  the  state  is 
a partner  in 
terror,  writes 

Phil  Gunson 

in  Mexico  City 

The  Mexican  ^vem- 
ment  Is  guilty  of 
"wUM  negligence 
and  complicity’  in 
the  widespread  po- 
litical violence  afOlcting 
rural  areas,  accoidii^  to  a 
report  by  Human  Rights 
Watcb/Americas. 

The  report  documents  mur- 
dets,  kidnaps  and  the  emul- 
sion from  their  communities  of 
opposition  party  sympathisers. 
It  says  that  altbou^  these 
abuses  are  often  carried  out  by 
private  citizens,  the  authori- 
ties GunlUate  them  fan  to 
prosecute  the  peipetrators. 

In  the  north  of  Chiapas 
state  in  southern  Mexico,  to 
which  it  is  mainly  dedicated, 
the  report  says:  “Since  1995, 
rural  violence  has  led  to  the 
forced  displacement  of  almost 
4,000  people  and  dozens  of 
confrontations  In  which  lives 
were  lost." 

'niis  week  people  in  north- 
ern Chiapas  began  an  indeG- 
nite  picket  of  state  govern- 
ment offices  in  protest  at  the 
activities  of  paramilitary 
groups  backed  by  the  coun- 
try’s ruling  Institutional  Rev- 
olutionary Party. 

In  co-ordination  with 
police,  and  while  tbe  army 
turns  a blind  eye,  gnmps  such 
as  “Peace  and  Justice"  and 
the  CftincftnZ/nes  (lice)  have 
been  systematically  harass- 
ing and  even  killing  opposi- 
tion supporters  and  burning 
their  homes. 

Although  Human  Rights 
Watch  was  unable  to  conTirm 
it,  there  is  some  evidence  that 
army  and  police  personnel 
have  been  involved  in  train- 
ing the  paramilitaries. 


Since  the  emergence  In  1994 
of  tbe  Chiapas-based  Zapa- 
tista guerrillas,  the  army  has 
been  increasingly  criticised 

for  abusing  human  rights  in 

rural  areas. 

The  problem  intensified 
last  year  when  the  Popular 
Revolutionary  Army  ^PR) 
launched  armed  action  in  sev- 
eral states,  to  which  the  mili- 
tary responded  by  virtually 
occupying  areas  considered 
sympathetic  to  the  guerrillas. 

Though  they  are  widely 
held  to  be  illegal,  army  road- 
blocks. house-to-house 
searches  and  the  detention  of 
suspects  are  now  common. 

Recently  evidence  has 
emei^ed  of  the  army  using 
clandestine  underground 
jails.  Fedefam.  the  Latin 
American  organisation  repre- 
senting relatives  of  tbe  disap- 
peared. claims  that  there 
were  150  disappearances  in 
Mexico  last  year. 

An  EPR  member  known  as 
“Rafael”  who  rfaims  to  have 
escaped  a clandestine  Jail  said 
recently  that  ibr  two  months 
he  was  bound  hand  and  foot 
and  blindfolded.  Be  said  he 
was  submitted  to  electric 
shocks,  partial  asphyxiation 
and  other  forms  of  torture. 

Mexico's  ofncial  human 
rights  commission  has  not 
i^ed  a sin^  recommenda- 
tion in  response  to  almost 
2,000  complaints  against  tbe 
army  in  the  three  years  to 
May  1996,  a Mexican  NGO 
claimed  in  a report  this  week. 

The  government’s  reaction 
to  criticism  on  human  rights 
h^  been  dismissive.  A for- 
ministry  statement  de- 
scribes the  Human  Rights 
Watch  report  as  “partial”  and 
"lacking  in  objectivity’'. 

But  tile  authorities  have 
revealed  their  concern  by 
using  immigration  laws  tO 
harass  foreign  observers. 

Ten  days  ago  two  observers 
from  the  International  Feder- 
ation of  Human  Rights  in 
Paris  left  Mexico  after  they 
were  told  their  tourist  visas 
did  not  entitle  them  to  carry 
out  human-rights  work. 


Hungry  peasants  are  robbing 
goods  trains  of  com  and  sugar 
in  order  to  stay  alive,  reports 
MarkFineman  in  Acultzingo 


IT  WAS  just  after  nightfall 
when  Luis  Hernandez 
Suarez  left  his  family’s 
shack  on  the  side  Moimt 
Atitla.  The  18-year-old  scram- 
bled up  a quarter  of  a mile  of 
arid,  unyielding  land  and 
Joined  several  dozen  mpn. 
women  and  children  from 
this  poor  town  at  a remote 
railway  crossing. 

Their  plan:  to  greet  the 
14521  express  ni^t  goods 
train  as  it  lurched  through 
the  rugged  mountains  of  tbe 
state  of  Veracruz  towards 
Mexico  City  and  force  it  to 
make  an  unscheduled  stop. 

The  police  said  Mr  Hernfair 
dez,  who  bad  just  been  laid  off 
from  a £2-a-day  road  crew, 
helped  pile  boulders  on  to  the 
tracks.  When  the  driver 
screeched  to  a halt,  villagers 
forced  open  three  boxcars, 
emptied  them  of  5,00Qlbs  of 
corn  and  sugar,  and  tied  into 
the  dark. 

All  but  Mr  Hernandez  got 
away.  As  the  police  hauled 
him  off  to  jail,  he  offered  a 
simple  explanation  for  the 
crime. 

“No  one  here  has  enough  to 
eat,”  he  said.  “We  have  many 
women  and  children  who  are 
dying  of  hunger,  and  there’s 
no  work.  We  rob  out  of  hun- 
ger. We  rob  to  live." 

Federal  and  rail  officials  in 
Mexico  City  confirmed  that  in 
the  last  18  months  there  have 
been  at  least  10  such  food 
thefts  by  peasants  attacking 
goods  trains  and  blaming 
their  hunger. 

In  the  state  of  Durango.  600 
mOes  to  the  north,  women 
and  children  turned  oiit  by 
the  hundreds  to  rob  goods 
trains  six  times  in  five 
months  last  year.  Children 
aged  11  to  13  were  sent  by 
their  mothers  and  grand- 


mothers to  stop  the  trains 
with  boulders  and  loot  the 
boxcars.  Tbe  police  said  they 
Ged  on  tricycles  carrying 
stolen  sacks  of  grain. 

Law  enforcement  officials 
and  indepen^nt  criminolo- 
gists say  the  brazen  assaults 
are  amcmg  the  dire  steps 
rural  Mexicans  are  takii^  to 
cope  with  the  harshness  of 
the  poverty  that  two  years  of 
brutal  recession  has  only 
worsened-  The  robberies, 
they  say,  show  how  their  im- 
poverishment. which  has 
seemed  to  deepen  a.moag 
rural  families  despite  the 
country’s  overall  economic 
recovery,  has  eaten  away  at 
social  values. 

At  a time  when  the  govern- 
ment Is  privatising  the  rail- 
way system,  for  decades  a 
symbol  of  Mexican  national- 
ism. the  robberies  illustrate 
the  effect  of  the  government's 
economic  policies  on  crime. 

Rail  officials  say  the  rob- 
beries are  not  tbe  work  o( 
starving  peasants  but  wen- 
orchestrated  attacks  by  crimi- 
nal gangs  using  women  and 
children  as  fronts. 

“These  are  people  who  are 
organised  and  dedicated  to 
committing  robberies,”  said 
Miguel  Tirado  Rasso,  a 
spokesman  for  tbe  Mexican 
National  Railroad. 

‘They  hide  behind  women 
and  children,  whom  they  hire 
to  carry  out  the  robberies. 
And  they  make  it  appear  as  if 
they  steal  because  of  hunger.” 

Crime  has  soared  in  Mexico 
since  President  Ernesto  Zedil- 
lo's administration  sharply 
devalued  the  peso  in  Decem- 
ber 1994,  triggering  one  of  the 
country’s  worst  recessions. 

Bui^aries.  ear  theft  and 
robberies  — many  the  work 
of  criminal  gangs  — are  at  or 


Chile’s  tricks  stir  British  spirit 


Florenda  Vi 


I In  Santiago 


(ritain  called  time  yes- 
kterday  on  Chile’s  at- 
to  protect  its 
national  tipple  from  the  in- 
roads of  Scotch. 

Chile,  under  threat  of  being 
brought  before  the  World 
Trade  Oiganlsation  for  dis- 
criminatory tariCfa  on  alco- 
hol, infuriated  Britain  by 
ooring  a deadline  yesterday 
to  equalise  duty  on  drinks. 

“The  time  for  deals  is 


over.”  said  a senior  British 
diplomat  in  Santiago.  “This 
is  not  a war,  it's  just  a battle. 
But  time  has  run  out” 

Tbe  problem  started  in  1983 
when  Chile  raised  taxes  on 
whisky  to  70  per  cent,  while 
Other  spirits,  such  as  brandy, 
gin,  rum,  tequila  and  vodl% 
were  taxed  at  30  per  cent  and 
Pisco,  a potent  white  brandy 
produced  In  the  north  of  the 
country,  at  25  per  cenL 
British  diplomats  never 
Imagined  that  the  tasty  “pisco 
sours”  raised  in  their  honour 
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at  cocktail  parties  would  pres- 
ent the  most  serious  obstacle 
to  the  mutually  beneGcial 
relationship  between  Chile 
and  Great  Britain.  Last  year 
Chile  exported  more  than 
£547  million  of  goo^  to  Brit- 
ain. and  imported 
£174  minion. 

But  this  co-operative 
relationship  has  been  set  on 
edge  by  pisco,  which  is  pro- 
duced by  small  distilleries 
and  provides  an  important 
source  of  employment  for  a 
region  hard  hit  In  recent 
years  by  drought 

Pisco  distillers  fear  whisky 
as  a deadly  competitor.  Even 
with  70  per  cent  tax,  a bottle 
of  imported  whisky  costs  as 
little  as  £9.25,  about  £3  more 
than  the  best  piscos.  Despite 
shipping  costs,  most  whiskies 


cost  no  more  than  in  duty-free 
shops,  and  much  less  than  in 
Britain. 

in  1994.  4.5  million  cases  of 
pisco,  were  sold  in  Chile,  20 
time  the  sale  of  whisky.  But 
the  working  class,  university 
students  and  young  bohemi- 
ans are  certain  to  switch  to 
whisky  once  it  becomes 
Cheaper  than  the  local,  grape- 
based  producL 

“This  is  a very  difficult  prob- 
lem. because  pisco  favours  an 


area  of  the  country  that  bas 
no  other  source  of  income, 
and  pisco  doesn’t  have  an  In- 
ternational market,  like 
wine,”  said  Senator  Andres 
Zaldivar. 

“No  doubt  about  tt.  we  have 
to  come  to  an  i^reement  on 
equal  taxes  depending  on  the 
d^rees  of  alcohoL  but  we 
must  also  ask  ourselves,  seri- 
ously, why  whisky  enters 
Chile  at  such  a low  price.” 

Visiting  Chile  a fortnight 
ago.  Sir  Leon  Brittan,  the 
European  Union’s  trade  com- 
missioner. warned  of  dire 
consequences  to  Chile’s  int^- 
natinnal  standing  nnlocc  it 
ended  dlscriminatioa  against 
whisl^. 

Britain  opposes  the  bill, 
currently  under  consider- 
ation by  the  Chilean  parlia- 
ment to  vary  the  tax  accord- 
ing to  alcohol  content, 
ranging  from  27  per  cent  to 
47  per  cent  — the  high  band 
covering  whisky  and  high- 
quality  piscos. 

Hie  law  would  be  phased  in 
over  six  or  seven  years,  pro- 
longing the  dierriminatinn 
Whisky  manufacturers  want 
Chile  to  adopt  the  same  stan- 
dard as  most  other  counti^, 
a single  tax  per  litre  of 
alcohoL 


near  record  levels  in  most 
cities  and  towns.  But  even  as 
the  economy  shows  si^  of 
recovery,  with  a pnyected 
growth  rate  of  at  least  4per 
cent  this  year,  analysts  say 
the  spate  of  crimes  for  proGt. 
and  even  for  survlvaL  shows 
few  signs  of  abating. 

Soon  after  they  were  bultt 
in  the  late  19th  century,  Mexi- 
co’s railways  became  an  icon 
of  nationalism.  They  unified 
the  country  and  p^ed  a key 
itde  in  the  revolution  of  1910- 
17,  carryii^  troops  to  key 
battle  sitesJ4ow  that  Mr 
dOlo  is  auctionli^  off  the 
works  — principally  to  pri- 
vate United  States  companies 

the  image  has  crumbled. 

Before  villagers  robbed  the 
express  in  AcuUzingo,  .sim.i1ar 
robberies  of  grain  trains  oc- 


curred near  the  northern  in- 
dustrial city  of  Monterrey. 
There  were  the  six  robberies 
in  Duiango  a»Mi  another  in 
Guadalajara. 

Each  time  the  peasants  said 
they  had  acted  out  of  hunger. 
Ea<^  titnfl,  railway  officials 
disagreed.  The  incidents 
launched  a debate  over 
whether  tbe  economy,  or  law- 
lessness, or  both,  was  to 
blame. 

“People  have  nothing  up 
there  on  the  mountain,”  said 
Mois^  Vaz  Gutierrez,  assis- 
tant to  the  priest  at  Acultzia- 
fffs  Roman  Catholic  church:  - 

“They  cut  and  sdl  ‘wood. 
With  that  they  can  earn  some 
20  pesos  (about  £1.60)  a day. 
The  ones  who  work  the  Geld 
earn  about  the  same.”  — Los 
Angeles  Times. 


Lima  siege  was 
‘only  way  to  see 
mummy  again’ 


Shortly  before 
he  was  killed, 
the  rebel  chief 
wrote  to  his 
son,  aged  10, 
that  his  aim 
was  to  reunite 
his  family 

The  Peruvian  rebel 
leader  N6stor  Cerpa 
Oartniini  fold  Ills  son 
tn.a  letter  shortly  before  he 
died  that  tbe  Tupac  AXnam 
rebels’  seizure  of  tbe  Japa- 
nese ambassador’s  resi- 
dence in  T.ima  WAS  the  only 
way  to  release  the  boy^ 
mother  Grom  prison  so  they 
could  be  reunited. 

“Yon  need  her  by  your 
side  ""d  there  is  no  other 
way  of  getting  her  out  of 
jail,”  Cerpa  said  In  the 
note,  dated  April  13.  which 
was  published  this  week  by 
the  local  dally  Clarin. 

Cerpa  was  shot  dead  when 
Peruvian  special  forces 
stonned  the  residence  on 
April  22.  Be  led  the  14 
rd>els  occupying  the  man- 
sion, all  of  whom  were 
killed.  All  but  one  of  the  72 
hostages  were  rescued  alive. 

Cerpa’s  wxfa,  Nancy  Gil- 
vonio,  is  amoi^  the  450 
prisoners  in  Peruvian  and 
Bolivian  jails  whose 
release  the  Tupac  Amaru 
Revolutionary  Movement 
guerrillas  sought  when 
they  stormed  tbe  residence 
during  a diplomatic  rec^ 
tion  on  December  17.  She  is 
serving  a U&  sentence  for 
taking  part  in  a rebel 
action  in  1995. 

The  letter  to  her  10-year- 
old  son  Nestor  was  faxed  to 
Clarin  by  the  boy's  grand- 
mother, Felicitas. 

“My  dear  little  dwarf . . . 
I am  well  and  resolute.  1 
have  always  told  yon  that 
solidarity  Is  the  greatest 
virtue  of  man,  and  I want  to 
show  solidarity  with  my 
coUeagnes  In  prison  and  es- 
pecially with  your  mummy. 
By  doii^  so  1 am  showing 
solidity  with  you  (and 
your  younger  brother)  . . . 
because,  like  me.  you  both 
need  her  very  very  , much." 
£^rpa  wrote  to  his  son. 

“It  is  also  true  that  those 
who  are  being  held  here  by 
us  have  fa-miiiew  wbo  are 
also  suffering,  but  one  day 
they  wOl  have  to  under- 


stand that  there  are  chil- 
dren like  you  who  al^  suf- 
fer, and  so  the  wounds  will 
tt0&l  ** 

He'  thanked  his 
whom  he  referred  to 
little  bear"  and  . m> 

remembered  child  , for 
writing  to  Archbishop  Juan 
Luis  Cipriani,  a mediator  m 
the  hostage  crisis.  u’Jo  he 
said  was  “doing  everytlui^ 
humanly  possible  to  search 
fbr  a good  outcome.*' 

“Keep  trusting  mo.  i w m 
never  let  you  down.  And  It  I 
ever  leave  this  Japanese 
residence  it  will  be  because 
1 have  achieved  what  you 
are  waiting  for  and  dream- 
ing oft  having  your  mummy 
out  of  prison,  being  able 
agaiTi  to  sec  her,  touch  her. 
play  with  her  and  be  in  her 
arms.” 

Ironically,  Cerpa  told  his 
son  in  tbe  letter  that  white 
Peru’s  national  football 
team  was  doing  badly,  the 
rebels  were  enjoying  their 
own  indoor  tournament. 


Nestor  Cerpa:  Said  he  took 
hostages  to  try  to  get  his 
wife,  and  others,  out  of  jail 

“We  have  a small  impro- 
vised pitch  and  your  dad  fs 
remembering  the  good 
times,**  Cerpa  said. 

When  troops  blasted  into 
the  residence  . through  a 
hole  in  the  floor,  10  of  the 
rebels  were  playing  foot- 
ball. and  several  were 
killed  on  the  spot. 

Cerpa's  wife  is  In  the 
same  maximum  security 
prison  as  Lori  Berenson,  an 
American  who  was  Jailed 
for  life  last  year  for  treason 
and  being  a leader  of  tbe 
MRTA.  Berenson  expressed 
sympathy  for  the  MRTA 
but  denied  that  she  had 
taken  part  in  guerrilla  ac- 
tivity. — Reuter. 
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The  Guardian  Thursday  May  1 1997 

H6  remarked:  ‘Britain  is  booming, 
but  in  a not  unreasonable  way  * This 
was  the  perfect  Majorism, 
combining  windy  bravura,  iitotes 
and  mendacity  In  roughly  equal 
amounts. 

Simon  Hoggart 

Gag  fears  force 
sceptic  rethink 

Tories 

may 

repay 
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David  Mellor  said  yesterday  that 
although  he  opposed  the  single 
currency,  he  would  not  take  the 
cash.  ‘If  my  constituency  chairman 
has  received  any  letter  from  Mr 
Sykes  I shall  tell  him  to  tear  it  up.’ 
Dairld  Hencke 


Steve  Bell  on  the  campaign 


David  Hencfca 
and  Jamfo  Mlson 


Tory  agents  were 
yesterday  consid- 
ering whether  to 
return  election 
donations  to  the 
multi-millionaire 
Paul  Sykes  after  the  Guard- 
ian's disclosure  that  Euro- 
sceptics  who  had  taken-  his 
ftMh  could  be  “gagged”  in 
Parliament  ftrom  opposing 
European  monetary  union. 

A number  of  agents  con- 
tacted — whUe  not  discTosbig 
whether  their  association  was 
one  of  237  which  received  up 
to  £3.000  towards  the  cam- 
paign — said  they  were  dis- 
cussing the  issue. 

Tim  Hammond,  agent  fbr 
Sir  Roger  Moate  in  Sitting- 
boume  and  Sheppey,  who  ad- 
mits taking  the  cash,  sai±  'T 
have  not  read  the  article,  but 
if  that  is  the  case  and  those 
are  the  rules  then  1 suppose 
we  would  be  handirg  back  the 
money.  There  is  not  much 
point  if  be  can’t  speak  on  it  in 
Padiament  But  I win  need  to 
speak  to  Sir  Roger  first” 
Robert  Davidson,  agent  Ibr 
Da^  Evans  in  Welwsm  Hat- 
field, said:  “If  we  did  get  a 
contribution  we  would  have 
to  discuss  it  further,  but  as  I 
said  all  contributions  are 

David  Mellor,  Conservative 
MP  Ibr  Putney,  said  yestmtiay 
that  although  he  opposed  the 


Paul  Sykes . . . issued  libel 
writ  against  Guardian 


sineie  currency,  he  would  not 
take  the  cash,  my  constitu- 
ency chairman  has  received 
any  letter  from  Mr  Sykes  I 
shall  tell  Whi  to  tear  it  up.” 

Europhile  Tories  were 
amused  at  the  pli^t  of  their 
Euro-sceptic  colleagues  who 
had  takftvi  money. 

Edwina  Currie,  Conserva- 
tive MP  fbr  Derbyshire  South, 
said:  “They  shouldn’t  have 
taken  the  money  in  the  first 
place  because  he  Is  not  sup- 
porting official  party  policy.  I 
am  entertained  that  some  of' 
those  candidates  are  now  in  , 
trouble.” 

Labour  and  Liberal  Demo- 
crat candidates  were  deter- 
mined to  push  the  issue  i 
when  Parliament  returns  on 
May  14.  A Liberal  Democrat 
spokesman  that  whether  MPs 
who  had  taken  the  cash 
should  face  an  advocacy  ban 
should  be  examined  by 
Gordon  Downey,  the  Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner, 
while  Lc^  Nolan  should  am- 
sider  Mr  Sykes'  role  in  flmd- 
ing  237  candidates  as  part  <a£ 
his  Investigation  into  party 
fiindlng  investigation  later 
this  year.  ■ • 

Dale  CampbeU-Savours, 
Labour  MP  fbr  WCNcfcjngton 
and  a fbtmer  mesnber  of  the 
Commons  privileges  and 
standards  committee,  said: 
“As  a general  point  the  idea 
that  millionaires,  wheQier  it 
is  Ross  Perot  in  the  Ihiited 
States,  Sir  James  'Goldsmith 
and  now  Paul  Sykes  in  Brit- 
ain ahwiM  be  able  to  flmd  en- 
tire campaigns  ahnnid  be  in- 
vestigated by  Lend  Nolan.” 

Meanwhile  Mr  Sykes  issued 
a wzit  for  libel,  de&matiim 
and  aggravated  damages 
agaiwat  flie  Guardian  &r  pub- 
lishing the  disclosiires 
yesterday. 

The  editOT  the  Guardian, 
Alan  Rusbridger,  said:  “Mr 
Sykes  has  not  yet  fbund  one 
fact  in  our  piece  he  can  dis- 
pute. It  is  pebble  that  he  and 
the  constituency  associations 
accepting  the  money  have  not 
properly  understood  the  par- 
liamentary reguIatioDS  covers 
ing  such  contributions.  In 
any  event  we  stand  by  our 
story.” 
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A bite  on  reality  never  buttered  an  electorate 


Simon  Hoggart 

JOHNMAJORftced 
his  tormentors  fbr 
what  may  be  the  last 
time.  Were  we  awed 
by  the  qmctacle  of  a greet 
man  fludng  almost  certain 
defeat?  Did  we  perhaps  feel 
humbled  by  onr  small  rede 
in  dragging  a decent  Tnan  to 
the  brink  of  the  political 
abyss? 

Nah,  of  course  not.  We’re 
backs;  we  enjoy  it.  Thoa^ 
he  did  prodnee  two  of  the 
finest  ever  MnJorisms  to  en- 
liven the  last  days  of  the 


campaign.  One  came  on 
Tuesday,  when  he  an- 
noonoed:  “Asoimdbite 
never  battered  a parsnip.'* 

You  almost  know  what  be 
means — that  fancy  words 
cannot  improve  rmfil^.  Tet 
the  metaiAor  leaves  yon 
qrinnijg  gently.  Tonimag- 
Ine  him  sayh%  to  his  wife, 
who  was  there  at  the  press 
conference,  “these  parsnips 
are  awfnlly  dry,  Norma, 

anil  wn^TitHgMrMawarfiaftfi 

says  seems  to  improve 
thmn.** 

Earlier  be  had  rmnaxked: 
“Britain  Is  booming,  but  in 
a not  nnreasonable  way." 
This  was  the  perfect  Majoi> 
ism,  combintbg  windy 
bravura,  litotes  and  mmi- 
dacity,  in  rooghly  equal 
amounts. 

Over  the  campaign  he  has 
developed  a grin  which  is 
I mmervingly  like  Tony 
Blair’s,  and  like  Mr  Blair’s 
is  flashed  on  and  off  fbr  no 
apparent  reason  other  than 
nerves. 

He  began  by  saying  ‘*good 
morning"  and  some  courte- 
ous soul,  a foreigner  1 ex- 
pect. said  “good  morning” 


back.  That  merited  the  grin, 
which  Is  switched  on  and  off 
like  a lighthouse. 

. He  denoonced  Labour’s 
campaign,  and  warned  vot- 
ers not  to  fall  for  “the  false 
attraction  of  a well-|NsriE- 
c^ed  marketing  scam”. 

Yet  his  own  statement 
was  one  extended  sound- 
bite, the  whole  mititled  “too 
good  to  give  up".  Low  infla- 
tion was  too  ^od  to  give  up. 
So  wm«  low  mortgages,  eco-  : 
nomic  success,  and  the  still 
United  Kingdom,  all  too 
good  to  give  up. 

But  to  him  tiiafs  not  a 
sonndMte,  merely  a timely 
reiteration  of  a universal 
truth. 

Labour,  he  went  on  to  say, 
was  "a  coalition  of  interests 
whose  sblepnrpose  is  the 
pursuit  of  power". 

In  that  case,  what  on 
earth  is  the  Conservative 
Party?  A united  band  of 
brothers  whose  sole  pur- 
pose is  forming  an  anar- 
chist syndicate  and  living  in 
a cave? 

Nothing  made  sense, 
htichael  Bronson  of  TIN 
asked  him  about  his  sister 


Pat,  wbo  wrote  in  a paper 
this  week  that  hated  see- 

ing him  look  so  tired 
“lODOwzi^  it’s  his  own 
bloody  side  who  have  done 
this  to  him". 

“kOke,  do  yon  have  a big 
sister?"  asked  Major,  then 
flashed  the  Blairite  9ln. 

Mr  Branson  said  he  didn’t, 
but  what  could  we  have  de- 
duced if  he  did? 

Someone  else  asked  why 


“Nobody  shuddered  sit- 
ting next  to  me,"  he  went 
on.  “If  I said  it,  it  was  a slip 
of  the  tongue.  If  1 said  it  it 
was  a slip  of  the  tongue,"  he 
repeated.  In  what  must  have 
been  yet  another  slip  of  the 
tongue. 

Someone  asked  about 
Stephen  DorreU,  who  had 
; said  on  Radio  5 that  he  was 
not  sure  Mr  Major’s  health 
would  hold  up  fbr  the  fun 


‘H I said  n,  it  was  a slip  of  the  tongue^* 
he  repeated,  in  what  must  have  been 
yet  another  sGp  of  the  tongue 


he  bad  said  that  morning  on 
the  BBC  that  we  would  cer- 
tainly not  be  joining  a 
single  currency  in  the  next 
Parliament — which  is  not 
the  same  as  the  “suck  it  and 
see"  policy  he  is  supposed  to 
be  pursuing.  “In  terms  of 
the  way  you’ve  put  it  I’m 
not  sure  you’ve  got  it  in  con- 
tmrt,"hesaid,  wiwaniTig — 
who  can  say  what? 


five  years  of  the  nest  Parlia- 
ment. What  might  his  mo- 
tive have  been? 

The  grin  appeared  In  a 
flash,  and  vanished  just  as 
suddenly.  He  was  perfectly 
healthy,  thawVg  to  the 
health  service  which 
Stephen  DorreU  managed. 
Why,  he  couldn’t  even 
remember  when  he  had  last 
had  a day  off  fbr  illness. 


Someone  shouted  “tooth- 
ache" at  the  back  <a  refer- 
ence to  his  wisdom  tooth 
problem  at  the  time  in  1990 
when  Margaret  Thatcher 
a^ed  fbr  and  felled  to 
receive  his  support).  But  he 
didn’t  hear.  The  grto 
flashed  back. 

Those  who  had  been  at  the 
same  press  conference  in 
1992  said  that  the  body  lan- 
guage had  told  the  whole 
story. 

Then  the  polls  bad  told 
them  there  was  a late  swing 
and  they  would  probably 
win. 

This  time  the  polls  are 
telling  them  that  it’s  time 
fbr  a good  long  holiday . 
Somebody  said:  “You’ve 
lost  it.  haven’t  you?"  and  he 
replied,  almost  crisply,  "No. 
Next  question",  accompa- 
nied by  a nano-second  of 
grin. 

Earlier  this  week  it  was 
possible  to  say  that  John 
Major  was  the  last  person  in 
Britain  who  thon^t  that  he 
could  win. 

Yesterday  it  looked  as  if 
he  had  Snailly  lost  feitb  in 
himself. 


Ovrs  is  the  Best 

To  You  ihTo 


The  biggest  party  of  toe  year  is  Qor  gMug 

to  be  in  URsstmiastei;  but  just  across  the 
Channel  in  Disneyland*  fens.  Because 1997  is 
OUT  5tb  Birthday  and  to  odebrate,  weVe  having 

a piar^  every  day  with  enough  extra 
J Disney  ma0c  to  stake  sure  evtfyone  enjoys 
our  very  qsedal  yeac ' • > ■ 

Every  (by  we  will  bring  to  life  toe  exasy 

.Camival  of  Potto  Parade  bom  Tbe  Hunchback 
of  Nbtre-DameJ  wkhchaiacna  frotti  the  Diaiey 
' film  and  omUDjetters,  dancers  and  juggleis. 
Even  keeping  Beaueyk  Casde  is  jotuing  in,  all 
WnwMid  uD  With  eia«  iestei^  bats  and  flees. 


There  is  new  eotertainnient  and  festivals 
eqtedally  fw  our  btrtoday  yeas  From  April  undl 
June  our  Fesdvd  of  Howos  will  take  your  breath 
away -with  some  stunning  floral  sculjstures. 

While  from  July  to  August,  we  will 
continue  to  make'  your  face  IJ^t  up  with 
magi«l  firework  diqtbys  and  our  davrling 
Main  Streec  Eiecsdcal  Parade. 

Wiril  also  be  bringjiig  your  favouiue  Dimey 
filwi<  CO  life  on  stage  with  an  all  new 
song  and  dance  excravaganra  - "Disney 
Cbsries:  TkeAfew  S'  The  M^gid 
1997  is  toe  Year  to  be  Here. 


And  you  can  get  here  with  travel-inclusive 
packages  featuring  British  Airways,  Le  Shutde, 
Stena  Line  Ferry  and  the  special  Eurostar 
servim  direct  to  the  Park  gates  7 days  a weekT 
lb  find  out  more,  or  to  book  yonr  place  at 
the  parCK  simply  call  Disneyland  fexis  direct 
on  0990  03  03  03,  and  prepare  yourself  for 
general  elatioo. 


IS 


WTHlN'K.  FoR  PeTm^S  and  To  B^QK  C~\U-  0990  Q3  03  03 
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Privately  and  personally,  I think 
it  was  the  birth  of  my  grandson. 
In  terms  of  the  politics,  it  was 
that  terrific  rally  in  Oxford 

Ashdown  on  his  highest  point 


They  want  to  keep  up  the  pressure. 
They  believe  the  Tories  will  be 
especially  vulnerable  after  the 
election  and  intend  to  exploit  this 

Labour  strategists 


flflA*- 


THE  FINAL  DAY 

Kamal  Ahmed  with 
Paddy  Ashdown 


T ravels 
ofa 

nowhere 
nnan  with 
something 
to  prove 


nsuitJ 

jraw 

smile 

fiatioi 

A/atcl 


Grassroots  support . . . Paddy  Ashdown  greets  Uli  Dem  candidate  Diana  Maddodk  in  CbristebTzrcli,  Dorset,  yesterday 


There  is  an  advert 
running  on  biU- 
bcMuids  at  the  moment 
Eor  a sports  shop.  It 
shows  a sperm  fertfl- 
istrig  an  egg  nnrtgy  tbe 

“Second  is  Nowhere”. 

John  M^or  is  scrutinised 
fbr  signs  of  a wnan  who  knows 
he  is  going  to  lose.  Tony  Blair 
is  scrutinised  signs  of  a 
man  who  knows  he  is  going  to 
win. 

It  was  dilficult  to  scrutinise 
Paddy  Ashdown  as  he  dashed 
awnnd  the  rnwr. 

ginal  constituencies  of  bis 
campaign  yesterday.  What 
signs  are  there  to  look  for?  Is 
this  a man  who  is  going  to  do 
weB?  A man  who  might  pick 
up  a few  seats? 

Ashdown  is  in  a unique  po- 
sition. For  him  second  is  not 
nowhere,  tt  is  not  possible.  He 


I knows  he  win  be  third  come 
I the  announcement  of  the 
I results  tonight 

But  he  is  trapped  in  a world 
of  mirrors  where  he  pretends 

that  he  is  fighting  for  ttia  Vayc 

to  10  Downing  Sheet  It  gives 
his  campaigning  a suneal, 
othei>w(Aidly  edge. 

Yesterday  he  called  again 
for  a final  push,  the  same 
final  push  called  for  cm  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday.  The  Lib 
Dean  campaign  is  necessarily 
one-paced,  only  once  did  the 
message  become  a little  con- 
fused. c^Eering  his  supporters 
in  Bath  not  3.000  more  bob- 
bies on  tbe  beat,  but 
apparently  8,000  Bobby  | 
Moores. 

His  supporters  are  predict- 
ing the  Lib  Dems  wBl  win  | 
more  than  50  seats.  Ashdown  j 

has  hart  a gOOd  campaign,  | 


confidence  is  bubbling  over. 
It  could  be  dangerous. 

Asked  about  &e  high  point 

of  tile  campaign  AshdOWU 

said:  “Privately  and  person- 
ally, I think  it  was  the  birth  of 
my  grandson.  In  terms  of  the 
piflttics,  it  was  tbat  terrific 
ndly  in  Oxford  and  the  fimtas- 
tic  welcome  we  got  in 
Hereford. 

“That  led  me  to  bdieve  tbe 
party  is  getting  stroi^^.  this 
gives  me  great  coiOidence  for 
tcHnorrow.  1992  was  a good 

campaign  This  has  been  a 
great  can^gn.” 

Could  the  third  party  be 

accused  of  «wer-confidmcc7 
“A  healthier,  wealthier,  safer, 
cleaner,  foir^,  wiser  Britain 
— that  is  what  you  get  if  yon 
vote  Liberal  Democrat,”  Ash- 
down told  a rally  on  Tuesday 
nl^t  — a rally  to  the  party 


foittiftil  in  an  echoing  cotm- 
gated  bam  in  tiie  middle  of  a 
fiftid  near  Shepton  Mallet  in 
Somerset 

He  said  tiie  sama  thing  last 
night,  to  a rally  in  a confor- 
enee  centre  at  Torquay.  More 
Qian  17,300  miles,  visits  to  64 
constxtaencies,  five  weeks  of 
buses  and  then  a week  of 
helicopters. 

“Join  us  as  we  go  for  vic- 
tory," he  said  in  Torquay, 
wtfo  tmoomfortable  echoes  of 
David  Steel's  exhortation  be- 
fore the  1963  election:  “Go 
back  te  your  amstituencies 
and  prepare  for  govenunent" 

This  game  of  mirrors. 

mfllces  campaigning’  difficult 
for  Ashdo\^  treading  that 
fina  line  between  aspiration 
and  realism.  His  supporters 
believe  every  word  be  says, 
every  target  seat  is  th^  for 


thP  taking.  “I  believe  we  wlD. 
I win  over  SO  seats,”  said  Mark 
; Cocker,  - Lib  Dem  candidate 
forRomsey. 

Graham  .*8mith,  a county 
councillor  in  Hampshire, 
agreed.  “Ihrty-five  seats,  that 
is  the  target  Get  a strong 
base  now  and  posh  for  gov- 
en3mentin20Q2.“ 

Brie  Fopock,  a Lib  Dem 
firm  Chrlstdmxch,  said  if  the 
party  won  fewer  than  40  seats, 
Ashdown's  strategy  would 
have  felled. 

It  will  be  a disaster  if  the 
Conservatives  win,  Ashdown 
said.  It  win  be  a disaster  if 
Labour  win.  Ashdown  said. 
So  whatever  happens  today, 
as  fer  as  the  Lib^al  nemn- 
crats  are  concerned,  it  is  a 
disaster. 

At  tbe  final  rally  in  Tor- 
quay last  night  there  were 


mugs  for  sale  for  £3.95.  On 
each  was  a Union  flag  with  a 
picture  of  Paddy  Ashdown  in 
the  The  winner,  it 

said  on  the  mug  In  bold  black 
letters:  1997  General  Election. 
"Ladies -and  gentlemen, 
temoiTOw  at  last  we  go  to 
vom,”  Ashdown  tedd  tiie  as- 
sembled throng.  “It  is  your 
chance  to  have  your  say  in 
how  tiie  ooonlry  is  run.” 

In  the  morning;  on  the  way 
to  the  helicopters,  tbe  cam- 
paign team  was  running 
early.  So  tbe  coaife  pulled  into 
a layby  tn  south  London  and 
waited.  Ashdown  sat  on  a gar- 
den wan  <tmnfriTig  a cigflrilln 
in  the  glorious  sunshine..  B. 
was  an  incongruous  moment 
in  a day  when  the  Liberal 
Democrat  leader  had  ideaded 
with  his  par^  to  "campaign 
up  Tmtfi  thp  last  minute”. 


Victorious  Blair  ‘will  not  cull  leftwing’ 


As  the  shadow  cabinet  bids  for 
office,  aides  advise  that  Blair 
would  seek  to  avoid  acrimony 


Ewron  MacAsUB 
and  MiehMl  White 


Tony  Blalr  wm  not 
cull  less  favoured 
shadow  cabinet  col- 
leagues if  Labour 
wins  a landslida  r.nmmnn< 
fl^orlty,  senior  advisers  in- 
sisted last  night 
Aides  rejected  speculation 
that  Mr  Blair  would  take  ad- 
vantage of  a decisive  Labour 
victory  to  assert  his  authority 
and  ditch  those  shadow  cabi- 
net members  regarded  as  not 
bright  enough  or  loyal 
oioi^  to  the  New  Labour 
project 

Instead,  he  was  expected  to 
restrict  >iimgaif  to  a narrow 
culL  “Do  not  eq;>ect  a blood- 
bath.” a senior  source  said. 
Those  involved  in  discreet 
discussions  stressed  that  the 
final  shape  of  a Blair  cabinet 
woidd  remain  fluid  until  after 
the  expected  victory  was 
secured. 

There  had  been  ^»ecula- 
tion  that  Mr  Blair,  an  instinc- 
tive rule-breaker,  would  tear 
up  rules  of  tbe  Parliamentary 
Labour  Party  that  elected 
shadow  cabinet  members 


j9-isssssssr 


I " 


Chris  Smith-  Modernisers 
cannot  be  sure  of  success 

automatically  become  mem- 
bers of  a Labour  cabinet  at 
least  for  tbe  first  year. 

Private  speculation  had 
“^ped  the  Uack  spot”  to  tra- 
ditional leftwingers  like 
Mirheai  Meacher,  Frank  Do'b- 
son  and  dare  Short  — whose 
impulsive  judgmait  troubles 
natural  allies  — as  well  as 
low-profile  performers  like 
David  dark  and  Tom  darise. 


Harriet  Hannan:  May 
wonder  what  Blair  will  offer 

But  even  modernisers  iifco 
Chris  Smith  and  Harriet  Har- 
man may  wonder  what  Mr 
Blair  would  offer  them. 

Par  from  looking  fbr  an  ac- 
rimonious start  to  what 
would  be  the  first  non-Tory 
government  elected  since 
1974,  Labour  strat^iste  want 
to  keep  up  tbe  pressure  on  the 
Conservatives. 

They  believed  the  Tories 
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Bonn  and  Paris  make  EU  deal  easy 


Retreat  on  timetable  for  defence  union 
eases  way  diplomatically  to  Amsterdam 
summit  success  for  new  government 


JMm  Palmer 
In  Luxembourg 


The  prospect  of  Tony 
Blair  agreeing  as  Prime 
Minister  to  a now  Euro- 
pean treaty  durii^  the  Am- 
sterdam summit  ni^  month 
moved  closer  yesterday  after 
France  and  Germany 
retreated  from  a dear  time- 
table for  a fixture  European 
defence  untnw 

Boon,  Paris  and  other  EU 
governments  signalled  yestm> 
day  that  they  were  abandon- 
li^  plans  for  a timetabled  in- 
tegration  of  the  Western 
European  Union  In  tiie  Euro- 
pean Union. 

The  original  six-nation  pre- 
pay to  merge  the  EU  and  the 
WEU  In  stages  was  designed 
to  create  a ftally-fledged  sys- 
tmu  c£  European  rtefbnca,  m. 
eluding  a commitment  to  mu- 


tual assistance  in  tbe  e^t  of 
war. 

Opposition  from  neutral 
Ireland  and  Sweden  as  as 

Britain  meazis  that  the  Am- 
sterdam Treaty  — which  is 
due  to  be  agreed  by  aU  15  EU 
countries  next  month  — will 
now  have  far  more  modest  se- 
curity goals.  It  win  focus  on 
measures  to  strengthen  the 
European  Union's  capacity, 
throu^  tbe  WEU  and  Nato, 
to  carry  out  limited  security 
missions  such  as  peacekeep- 
ing and  hiimanitarigTi  opera- 
tions in  crisis 

Meanwhile,  intense  diplo- 
matic efforts  are  under  way 
in  the  EU  to  fiiid  a compro- 
mise formula  which  would 
allow  an  Inmniing  LabouT 
government  to  agree  to  the 
transfer  to  the  European 
Union  of  responsibility  fbr  a 
border-free  zone  of  free  move- 
ment of  people  within  the  EU. 


The  Dutch  EU  presideicy 
has  already  signsdled  that 
Britain  and  Ireland  wm  be 
allowed  to  keep  their  own 
national  system  of  frontier 
controls  while  cooperating 
more  closely  w^  the  rest  of 
the  EU  (m  other  intonal  secu- 
rity pcdicies. 

I But  the  latest  compromise 
' — details  ctf' which  have  been 
digpinaad  to  the  Guardian  — 

' means  that  the  Commission 
would  play  only  a limited  rede 
In  sensitive  areas  such  as  tan- 
mlgration  and  asylum  policy. 

Respcmsibility  for  the  pres- 
ent Schengen  area  — where 
internal  borders  have  already 
been  abolished  among  seven 
member  states  — would  pass 
to  the  European  Union.  How- 
ever, the  Commission  would 
not  have  the  sole  right  to  jko- 
pose  new  common  polides  on 
Immigration  and  asylum 
while  decisions  by  majority 
vote,  rather  than  unanimity, 
would  also  be  restricted. 

The  Dutch  believe  a Blair 
govenunmit  is  willing  to  give 
the  European  Paziiament  and 
possibly  the  European  Court 
a UfBW  say  in  interoal  secu- 


There  was  only  one  littie  bit 
of  ten  In  Chzlstdiiurch,  the 
Ashdbvm  entoiurage  clashed 
with  the  Labour  campaign 
car  whi^  in  turn,  was  being 
stalked  by  the  Lib  Dem  cam- 
paign Transit  van.  The 
Labour  car  blasted  but  Thii^ 
Can  Only  Get  Better,  Ash- 
down’s entourage  waved  their 
placards  furioody  «"d  the 
Transit  driver  tooted,  his 
horn.  Ashdown  smiled  and  ig- 
nored it  all 

He  has  made  one  play  -thls. 
week  — teat  this  election 
could  see  an  historic  moment 
for  the  Liberal  Democrats,  a 
breakthrough . not  experi- 
enced since  before  the  second 
woild  war.  It  sounds  a bold 
ritaim  but  history  has  not 
been  kind  to  the  third  party 
over  the  past  60  years.  With  a 
careful  jutting  <^the  Inures, 


PHOTOQRAPH:  ANDREW  BURBIDGE 

given  tiie  number  of  defec- 
tions to  the  SDP  before  the 
1983  election  and  ignoring 
bydections,  the  Lib  Dems 
would  only  need  to  win  25 
today  fbr  Qiat  claim  to 
be  true  — in  that  political 
way  that  any  statistical  jug- 
giing  is  ever  true.  In  1931  tbe 
Liberal  Party  won  36  seats,  in 
1935  21  seats  and  in  1992  20 
seats. 

Sittiss  in  his  usual  seat  at 
the  back  of  the  helicopter  yes- 
terday afternoon  Ashdown 
looked  out  over  tbe  patch- 
work  quHt  of  En^and — allot- 
ments, mansiniM  with  swim- 
ming pools  and  council 
estates. 

He  was  in  a little  capsule  of 
polities,  flying  over  the 
people,  while  down  there,  in 
tiie  r^  world,  people  were 
deciding  his  fate. 
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would  be  especially  vulnera- 
ble after  tbe  election  and  in- 
tended to  esqdoit  this  to  the 
foU,  keeping  them  in  disarray 
fbr  as  long  as  possible  as 
Labour  set  about  creating  the 
basis  fbr  a second  term. 

As  part  of  this  strata. 
Labour  intends  to  coordi- 
nate, as  never  before,  tiie 
work  of  the  party  and  govem- 

ment,  AnemHng  that  MiTlhanlf 
Tower,  the  party's  new  head- 
quarters, and  Downing  Street 
operate  in  tandem. 

Labour  sources  continued 
yesterday  that  John  Prescott 
had  won  his  symbolic  bid  to 
be  made  Depu^  Prime  Minis- 
ter. They  predicted  that  he 
would  be  given  responsibility 
for  a super-ministry,  possibly 
one  tiiat  brouefet  tc^^er  en- 
vironmental protection  and 
transport,  rather  than  have  a 
trouble-shooting  role  like 
Michael  Heseitine. 

Mr  Prescott  had  the  trans- 
port bzief  before  azid  was 
Judged  to  have  made  a success 
of  it,  pioneering  ideas  about 
private  finance  working  with 
the  public  sector. 

The  txg)  half-dozen  cabinet 
jobs  were  ea^ected  to  be  an- , 
nounced  tomorrow. 


1707  Act  of  Union  unites 
Bnglaufl,  and  Scotiand 

1905  Fiz^t  tests  of  radium  as 
a cure  fbr  cancer  in  New 
York 

1926  British  miners  strike 
over  wage  cuts:  the  TUG 
calls  for  a General  Strike. 
Printers  at  the  Dai^  Mail 
refuse  to  run  an  editorial 
under  the  headline;  “For 
King  and  Country"  which 
denounces  the  strike  as  a 
revolutionary  plot 

1927  First  Nazi  Party 
meeting  chaired  by  Adolf 
Hitler  in  Berlin 

1931  Empire  State  Boildiiq; 
opened.  New  York 

I 1941  World  premier  of 
Citizen  Kane,  Orson  Welles’ 

I study  of  meg^omanla.  New 
I York 

! 1947  The  skeletons  ofa  herd 
of  mammoths  dz^  up  in 
Tucson  Arizona 

1949  British  gas  Izidustry 
nationalised 

1961  Fidel  Castro  proclaims 
Cuba  a socialist  nation  and 
aboii^ies  elections  - 

1963  Sir  Winston  ChnrchilL 
aged  88,  announces  that  he ' 
will  retire  at  tiie  next 
election 

1967  £700.000  in  gold  bars 
stolen  in  Loudon's  bi^st 
ever  bullion  raid 

1973 1.6  million  people  join 


TUC  one-day  strike  in 
protest  at  a Government  pay 
freeze 

1974  Sir  Alf  Ramsay  sacked 
as  England  football  manager 

1981  Tennis  star  Billie  Jean 
Sing  admits  having  a 
lesbian  affair  with  the 
woman  who  is  suing  her  for 
support 

1982  RAF  bombs  airport  at 
Stanley,  Falkland  Taiawric 

1985 10,000  Solidarity 
supporters  dash  with  police 
during  May  Day  march  in 
Gdansk 

1986 1.5  million  black 
workers  strike  in 
Jobannesbuxg 

1989  Mrs  Thatcher 
celebrates  10  years  In  office 
and  presents  her  first 
grandson  to  the  nation  with 
the  words:  “We  area 
grandmother.” 

1992  Race  riots  erupt  in  LA 
after  an  all-white  Jury 
acquits  four  white 
policemen  of  beating  Rodney 
Elng 

1993  Pierre  Beregovoy. 
France's  former  prlzne 
minister,  traumatised  by 
the  Socialists'  election 
defeat,  shoots  himself 

1994  Brazilian  Formula  One 
champton  Ayrton  Senna 
dies  aged  34  at  the  San 
Marino  Grand  Prix 


rhatche 

Kindling  on  f 

■'  !tj#  'i. 

■ i- 

v’ ■ r 


rity  Issues.  Indeed,  Labour  i 
appears  ready  to  silow  indl- 
vidnal  EU  citizens  azid  not 
Just  national  goverzunents  to 
take  cases  to  the  European 
Court  of  Justice. 

“I  believe  tbat  we  may  be 
able  to  reach  a compromise 
with  a new  British  govmn- 
ment  which  win  permit  tbe 
Schengen  agreement  to  be 
brought  into  the  European 
Union,"  the  Luxemboorg  f<»r- 
eign  minister,  Jacques  Poos, 

I told  tiie  Guardian.  The  Dutch 
fbre^  mlzilster,  Hans  van 
; Mierio,  said  he  expected  that 
I the  new  UE  government 
' would  quickly  speQ  out  those 
treaty  areas  where  it  is  ready 
to  reach  a compromise 
agreement 

The  venue  for  a special,  in- 
formal summit  of  EU  leaders 
to  be  held  on  May  23,  has  been 
switcdied  from  Maakricht  to 
tiie  Dutdi  North  Sea  resort  of 
Noordwjjk.  Deqilte  Labour's 
publicly  expressed  reluctance 
for  an  EU  summit  so  soon 
after  the  election,  it  is  ex- 
pected tbat  Mr  Blair  would  be 
willing  to.  travel  to 
Noordwljk. 
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Lx»ss  of  my  house.  Near  bankruptcy. 
Made  redundant  twice.  Unempioy^ 
fortwo  years.  Earning  less  than  10 
. years  ago.  Why  should  1 vote  for  you? 

Peter  Lacey,  ex-Tory  voter 


■What’s  it  like  to  be  a loser?’  shouted 
one.  “You’!!  be  moving  out  tomorrow, 
said  anofh^.  boy  was  oMno 

the  Prime  Ministerthefinger 

Msyor  hecklers 


THE  ELECTION  9 


THE  FINAL  DAY 

Jonathan  Freedland 
with  John  Major 


Eggs  and 
insults 

draw 
smile  as 
nation 
watches 


Perhaps  it  ends  like 
this.  There  he  stood, 
like  a rider  from  an 
earlier  age,  sur> 
rounded  and  shoved 
by  a mob  bent  on  pushli^ 
him  from  power.  John  M^jor 
was  at  the  centre,  somehow 
wialntaiwing  his  «milA  and 
balance,  as  a crowd  of  per- 
hap5i  a hundred  heav^  and 
grew  nasty  around  him. 

“One  more  day!“  they 
chanted  and  plenty  pIsp 
more  R>uL  Tory  supporters 
countered  with  “Five  more 
years”.  But  this  was  no  place 
fbr  dialogue. 

The  angry  crowd  — many 
of  them  carrying  Labour' plac- 
ards ^ threw  eggs  at  the 
Prime  Minister’s  ^limlen  an 
anxious  Norma  was  escorted 
away  for  her  own  safoty.  One 
cf  Mr  Major's  bodyguards 


called  for  back-up  on  his 
radio.  “We  need  some  more 
unifonns,"  he  urged. 

In  Stevenage  late  yesterday, 
tbe  1997  general  election  cam- 
paign — condemned  for  its 
lumbering  apathy  — showed 
a rare  flash  of  passion.  Its  vic- 
tim was  Mr  Msgor,  doraned  to 
spend  perhaps  his  last  day  as 
Prime  Minister  fadz^  a mob 
who  hated  him. 

The  whole  occasion  was 
ugly.  The  Tories  had  piannpd 
a walkabout  in  the  town  cen- 
tre but,  when  they  heard 
Labour  would  be  there  too, 
they  changwH  direction.  The 
Conservative  battlebus  pidled 
T9  instead  dritside  foe  local 
T^soo’s,  where  there  was  no 
planned  route  and  hardly  any 
police. 

Soon  the  Labour  crowd  had 
caught  UP,  bdlowing  a coUec- 


John  Majot  at  foe  centre  of  rowdy  scenes  in  Stevenage  that  gave  him  a last  'old  Laboor*  card  to  play  to  Worcester  Woman  and  her  undecided  friends  sean  smith 


tive  boQ  which  dosed  in  on 
tbe  Prime  Minister,  corner- 
ing him  into  a dead-end  by 
the  trolleys.  “What’s  it  like  to 
be  a loserr*  shouted  one. 
“You'll  be  moving  out  tomor* 
row,”  said  another.  One  b<7, 
no  more  than  eight,  was  giv- 
ing tbe  Prime  Minister  tbe 
filler. 

As  Mr  Major  finally 
reached  foe  haven  of  the  bus, 
two  teenagers  were  calling 
out  behind  him.  *Tuck  off  you 
bastard,  flick  off  you 
wanker." 

For  the  image-conscious 
rtlgpllnarianQ  of  New  LahOUT 
foe  mini-riot  was  a disaster — 
and'Mr  IS^or  knew  It  Of  all 
places,  thiR  had  happened  in 
Stevenage  where  foe  local 
candidate  is  Barbara  Foil^ 
headmistress  of  foe  Bhdrite 
charm  school  and  doyenne  at 


the  party’s  makeover.  On  the 
eve  of  pdUing  day  to  boot — in 
fkin  view  of  foe  TV  cameras. 

PolidcaDy,  the  Tories  were 
delighted.  They  anticipated 
Worcester  Woman  and  her 
undecided  friends  watching 
pictures  on  tbe  tpatTma  news 
reminiscent  oi  the  bad  old 
days  of  foe  miners'  strike, 
Wapping  and  the  Grunwlck 
picket  line.  Stevenage  — 
home  of  New  Labour  — had 
provided  an  Old  Labour 
pbotoop. 

“This  isn't  foe  sweet-smdl- 
ing  face  of  Labour  you  see  at 
their  mmning  press  omfer- 
ences,”  said  the  Prime  Mmis- 
ter  scenting  his  opportunity. 
“This  is  foe  real  Labour 
Party.  The  public  may  see  it 

fonight  — T hope  en,'* 

Barbara  FoDett's  thriller- 
wiiting  hTisband  Ken  was  on 


hand,  but  she  was  nowhere  in 
sight  “It  would  not  have  been 
very  dignified  for  her  to  be 
here,”  Mr  Fbllett  admitted. 

The  spin-patrol  went  into 
immediate  overdrive.  The 
Tories’  Sheila  Gunn  said  the 
Prime  Minister  felt  he  had 
just  experienced  "the  nastiest 
behaviour  of  foe  campaign", 
worse  even  than  the  kick-oET 
in  Luton,  where  Mr  Major 
had  also  been  manhandled. 
Mind  you,  that  did  not  count 
because  the  troublemakers 
there  were  fium  the  Socialist 
Wmrkers  Party.  Labour’s  Alis- 
tair Campbell  sent  word  that 
the  Stevenage  mob  had  nofo- 
ing  to  ^ with  his  party. 

The  scene  was  imdoubtedly 
byped-up.  but  it  still  made  a 
rough  and  impleasant  finale 
to  the  Major  campaign  — and 
maybe  tbe  Major  era  itsdC.  At 


first,  he  tried  to  take  on  a cou- 
ple of  tbe  hecklers,  insisting 
that  “this  is  what  elections 
are  all  about”.  But  he  was 
being  too  optimistic.  Most  of 
foe  troublemakers  seemed 
less  moved  by  ideological 
grievance  than  the  thrill  o£ 
shoving  someone  famous  and 
befr^rudecaiTV. 

Tie’s  a dick,”  explained 
’Baines'  Balvinder.  ag^  18, 
and  one  of  the  youths  in  foe 
thick  of  foe  action.  None  of 
his  friends  were  party  mem- 
bers; they  had  heard  about 
the  event  and  come  alcmg  fbr 
a laugh.  Several  at  those 
wearing  Labour  stickers  were 
so  uncommitted  they  tried  to 
shake  hands  with  the  Prime 
Minister. 

Tbe  day  ended  with  a more 
peaceful  walkabout  in  Bed- 
ford, tbe  last  stop  before  Mr 


Mujor  left  for  his  own  constit- 
uency of  Huntingdon  where 
he  win  vote  later  today.  But 
Stevenage  became  the  un- 
happy postscript  for  what  had 
been  a sad  final  few  days  for 
the  Tory  leader. 

His  campaign  had  appeared 
to  lose  all  direction.  Yester- 
day. with  an  estimated  quar- 
ter of  tbe  electorate  stUl  unde- 
cided. Mr  Moor’s  theme  was 
not  foe  economy,  nor  Europe, 
nor  foe  Union  — but  sport.  It 
seemed  incredible,  but  a man 
nearly  20  points  behind  in  tbe 
polls,  and  with  just  24  hours 
to  go,  spent  yesterday  morn- 
ing at  SoccerEx  1997,  a foot- 
ball trade  fair  at  Wembl^ 
Arena. 

The  previous  day  left  the 
same  impression.  Tuesday 
night's  rally  at  foe  London 
Arena  in  Docklands  was  sub- 


dued. Earlier  Mr  Major  had 
pitched  up  in  Brighton,  where 
be  delivered  quite  a good 
speech  to  elderly  Conserva- 
tive activists  in  a hotel  ball- 
room. Again,  useless  cam- 
paigning — 40  minutes 
wasted  preaching  to  tbe  con- 
verted. 

The  Major  campaign  has 
felt  that  way  since  the  week- 
end - when  a Labour  victory 
was  suddenly  discussed.  e\*en 
in  the  Tory  papers,  as  a near- 
certainty. 

It  has  been  flat  and  direc- 
tionless aU  week.  But  the 
people  he  meets  always  seem 
to  like  him.  They  — and  not 
just  them  ~ win  probably  be 
sad  if  Stevenage  is  foe  man- 
ner of  his  departure.  It  is  one 
thing  to  remove  a man  firom 
office,  quite  another  to  shove 
him  out 


Thatchei^s  victim  floors  Major 


Luke  Haniing  on  a 

difficutt  encounterfor 
the  Prime  Minister, 
when  homilies  could 
not  parry  voter  anger 

JUST  occasionally  on 
Electioa  foe  BBC 
phone-in  chaired  by 
Peter  Sissons,  somebody 
landa  a puDch.  Yesterday  it 
was  Peter  Lacey  from  East- 
bourne, who  managed  to  flat- 
ten the  usually  surefooted 
JctoMsjor. 

“Since  Nigel  Lawson  cre- 
ated foe  inflatioDaty  situa- 
tion in  tbe  late  1980s,  followed 
by  the  recession  in  O^t  Brit- 
ain wen  before  foe  rest  of 
Europe,  and  the  ERM  fiasco 
intZie  1990s,  tbe  effects  on  me 
were  as  follows."  be  fold  foe 
Prime  Minister. 

“Loss  of  my  bouse.  Near 
bankruptcy.  Made  redundant 
twice.  Unemidnyed  fbr  two 
years.  Now  earning  less  than 
1 was  10  years  ago.  Now  a ten- 
ant in  a bousing  association 
property. 

“Why  should  I vote  for 
you?”  he  demanded  to  know. 

Mr  Major  responded  witb  a 
hnwifly  on  foe  evfls  of  infla- 
ting laced  with  sympathy.  “I 
loathe  inflation,”  be  said.  “I 
aTmUay  experience  in  my 
femily,  foough  serious 
than  yours,  as  a tHV.** 

Blit  there  was  litQe  doubt 
foe  Prime  Minister  had  been 
floored.  The  progranune. 


Peter  Lacey:  The  archetypal  person  the  Tories  talk  abonf 


shown  on  BBCl  and  broad- 
cast on  Radio  4,  was  the  last 
in  a series  with  senior  politi- 
cians, which  inetuded  Tony 
Blair  on  Tuesday  and  Paddy 
Ashdown  (Ml  Monday. 

If  Peter  Mandelson  had 
been  in  search  of  a classic 
Tory  victiiii,  he  might  have 
oHghfaMi  on  Peter  Lacey.  Yes- 
terday Mr  Lacey,  aged  40, 
emerged  as  a ZJberal 

Democrat  voter  who  had  sym- 
pathised with  foe  aspiiational 
<-Tiiwat»  of  the  Lawson  years 


but  found  himself  “clob- 
bered” by  the  recession. 

In  1988,  a manager  with  a 
plant  hire  flT-m,  he  took  out  a 
£45,000  mortgage  on  a three- 
befooom  terrace  house  in 
Eastbourne,  having  been  se- 
duced by  the  Thatcherite 
rhetoric  of  borne  ownership. 
But  interest  rates  rose  and  his 
repayments  soared  from  £348 
tofiSOOamcxifo. 

“I  went  to  the  building  soci- 
ety and  fold  them  I had  prob- 
lems. liiey  susasted  a volun- 


: tary  repossession.  I.  had  little 
choice  but  to  agree.  Just  as  I 
was  losing  my  house,  1 was 
made  redutufe^”  he  said 
yesterday. 

Mr  Lacey  was  forced  to 
move  into  bis  mother-in-law’s 
cramped  two-bedroom  house 
wifo  his  wife  Deborah  and 
their  three  young  scms.  He  ^ 
a job  with  another  plant  hire 
fim  before  he  was  laid  off  for 
a second  time. 

He  spent  two  years  on  tbe 
dole  and  fired  dozens  of 
letters.  He  sat  a GCSE  in  his- 
tory. He  took  part  in  volun- 
tary commTinlty  projects  and 
went  to  his  weekly  CV  dub. 
But  there  was  no  work.  Even- 
tindly,  in  1994,  he  found  a job 
as  a warehouse  manager. 

“1  was  the  archetypal  sort 
of  person  foe  Conservatives 
tdk  about.’’  he  said.  “Some- 
one who  was  reasonably  sen- 
sible putting  a certain 
amount  of  money  away  each 
month.  Now  I’ve  lost  foe  lot” 

He  now  has  a secure  job  as 

an  ariniiniatrator  In  a ^ 

fkbrication  company,  but  I 
resents  paying  a third  of  his 
salary  In  rent  He  and  his 
family  live  in  a gniaTl  housing 
association  proper^.  All  his 
pension  coutribations  were 
gobbled  up  when  be  lost  his 
house,  and  he  admits  he  will 
probably  have  to  rely  on  foe 
state  p^sioD  in  old  age. 

A Labour  sympathiser,  he 
is  pTatirting  to  vofe  Liberal 
Democrat  in  an  attmipt  to  de- 
feat Eastbourne's  Conserva- 
tive MP,  Nigel  Waterson.  The 
seat  would  fell  on  a 5.9  per 
cent  swing  to  the  Lib  Dems. 


Election  news  in  brief 


Mandelson  car 
hit  by  debris 

LABOUR’S  campaign  man- 
ager, Peter  Mandelson.  nar- 
row^  escaped  injuiy  yesteis 
day  whei  debris  froin  a 

bit  the  car  be  was  traveUJiig 
in,  mites  Martin  Waintorlght. 
A truck  wheel  crashed  onto 

the  ro<tf  of  a local  par^  wOTk- 

eris  Alfe  Romeo  on  the  AJ9 
between  Teesslde 
Mr  Mandelson's 

constituency.  He  amyed  30 

minutes  late 

Shaimn  at  the  English  Mai^ 

ty»  Sdmol.  Haitlepod,  to 

address  sixth  formers  before 

amoefcdecticai. 

£200 ramps  to  vole 

MSABUED  voter  Anne  E^y, 
_ ' 1 iiHwa  than  £9M 


on  a set  Of  ramps  to  ensure  she 
can  vrte  today,  writes  JDaoid 
Brindle. 

She  is  ooe  of  an  estimated 
.8,000  people  in  each  constitu- 
raacf  vrtio  fece  proUems  'enter- 
bag  a pdUng  station.  Mauy  will 
not  make  the  efibrL 
*Tm  so  angzy  about  this  that 
Fm  deterznined  to  do  it.  (me 
way  or  anofoer,**  said  Mrs  Edr 
fo,  of  Ejveton  Faric  Statiao. 
Sonfo  YtxkShlre,  in  the  Rofoer 
Valley  *Tm  going  to  park 
/wyotrto  and  grt  my  ramps  out 
^ and  foe  traffic  will  just  have 
to  watt.” 

TV  turn-off 

"VIEWING  cf  party  dectlon 
bcowicasts  has  stumped  by  a 
third  compared  with  1992, 
mixes  Andrao  Cuff:  Nea^  U 
muunn  viewers  deserted  the 

Sist  raft  cfbroadcasts'in  1997, 


aWTwaigh  they  had  been  halved 
in  length  to  five  minutes  and 
broadcast  <m  five  channels  in- 
stead of  three. 

Sir  Teddy  Mis  out 

TORY  Bumeceptic  Sir  Teddy 
'T^lor  yesterday  attacked  his 
pa^s  “dreadfbl’’  electicp  ad- 
vertising campaign.  He  told 
the  BBC’s  Radio  4 To^  pro- 
gramme the  Tories  should 
have  relied  on  John  Majes:  and 
just  faUing  foe  tnzQi,  and 
avedded  D^ative  campaigning. 
He  added  that  Mr  was 
needed  to  unite  foe  party  after 
the  election,  whatever  the 
result 

Labour accused 

A LABOUR  govemmsit  would 
♦mat  Wales  as  a second-dass 
nation,  the  diaizman  of  Plaid 
Cymru,  Marc  Phillips,  dalmed 


yesterday.  He  accused  Labour 
cf  failing  to  explain  why  hs 
proposed  Welsh  assembly 
would  be  the  lawmak- 

ing ixnvers  pledged  to  a Scot- 

tieh  fiarlinmpnt 

Plaid  Cymru  rjiaimwi  New 
Labour’s  eyes  were  fixed  od 
Mkidle  En^and,  and  said  a big 
Welsh  natioualist  vote  was  foe 
only  way  to  put  Wales  <xi  tbe 
agenda  at  Westminster. 

Obscenity  fears 

MARY  Whitdiouse,  the  vet- 
eran  i**»firaignBr  against  TV 
sex  and  violence,  yesterday 
accused  labour  of  fesing  to 
taka  bar  campaign  to  tighten 
up  foe  obscmilty  laws  seri- 
oQdyenou^ 

She  added  she  doubted 
labour's  abil^  to  be  trusted 
wifo  foe  sodd  and  moral  wel- 
feie  of  foe  country  If  ejected 
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With  a TSB 
Cash  Gift  Mortgage 
you  could  get  up 
to  £6,000  to  spend 
as  you  like. 


If  you  need  a mortgage,  he  totally  sensible  and  conn 
to  TSB.  You  could  get  a cash  gf/f  of  up  to  £6,000,  enougl 
to  make  your  new  home  look  like  a million  dollars. 

Call  TSB  PhoneBank  to  find  ou\ 
more  or  to  get  a free  quotation. 

Alternatively^  you  can  call  into  c 
TSB  branch. 


Call  free  quoting  ref.  GUF1. 

0500  758  OOO 


Mortgages 


Mto  want  you 

to  say 


lyptcS  enn^  M «n«b)g  TSSniorigiigB  cunnwr  who  M nmAig  and  M ■ naw  S^aoCX)  mertgagB  on  a propBiV  pileed  a SMyDCO  300  momMy  temi  p^irantB 

•ra  £314.48  at  TSBa  atondvd  <anihla  ota,  euranilir  UM  (APR  7.BM).  Tha  total  Bion  amowit  pt^aWa  ■ £113.032.  t • awianad  diM  mPiapony  Pha,  TSB 
MoTtgaeaSiK.  TSB  Hamrtuyn  An  and  a (Mi  (aft  a(  fi1,20D  have  bom  takan.  <eea  kiekidad  am  togil  >eea  £110  and  a vahiamn  iee  £SU  Tw  raEaf  ai 
on  SS0.000  n aaauned.  The  moiSil|P  endowmart  pnmaan  b £8146.  flmniliailii  atejw  to  auiua  on  Endomwn  RapaymaiO  or  pannen  baab.  Uiwnum  knn  to 
fv  Cbah  Git  ia  ClSTIOI.  TSBHemabwm  ^ ia  a laai  Med  queering  andewmem  po6ey  Ipleaan  tamamber  the  Mia  of  mwa  can  90  down  oa  wel  m up  aid  « mi 
guararteadj.  M detaih  o(  the  TSB  Henwhiyaie  n«  am  nihhiti  Own  TSB  Lite  LanMd,  GhariMn  Flaea.  AndMr.  Hmipatwa  SP10  iRE.  The  Cash  QOt  must  ba  lepaai 
8 wMwi  itia  liraHive  vaara  lha  moitGaBa  ia  mdeemod  of  convortod  to  anoihar  TSB  monoBW.  If  dia  lom  ia  paidr  wdeamed.  the  (^ah  GUI  imai  he  wfMin  m ^ 

baeia.  AaelgwiertfaaeljBMn  ol  a eutaUa  Ha  potejf  oaf  ba  laqiBsd  bjp  the  Baric  aa  aacunv.  ATSB  cheque  account  Is  raquaad.  Appncaffli  nhai  be  ag^  IS  or  over 
AI  bane  aubjaet  le  steus.  Nm  iBwanhlH  ai  the  Ctaiawl  labBda.  viMtoi  quetabcna  are  waribb  an  raquaet  fijr  eaSng  0600  768  ODD.  Cals  be  mconfed  md 

TSB  Baric  pb  and  TSB  Baric  SeadindplQ  era  wpiaiariailaaaar  the  TSB  Maifcaifcig(5mop«*iehbrBgcSitad  by  the  PaiBOiBlhvBBtnieiaAirimiiym»  Iff  TSB  Be  aBumnea. 

pmaiona,  unit  aiBta  and  oHahora  ime^anB.  Advlea  or  recenanendtatiana  rdrie  only  b tte  iiiviMbiwria  el  bin  TSB  MarfBling  (anwp.  TSB  Baric  pic,  Vkma  Hajaa,  \AcMib 
Sdian  Bmwi^iain  B1  iBZ.  Ratfaiewd  In  EnQbnd  and  Vteea  Manben  1089268  iSBBank  Scialaixt  pic.  Henry  Dmcan  Heuaa.  120  (aoema  Stmei,  Edi^rah  EH2  4LH 

RagiaMrad  b Scotbnd.  Nuriien  B523X 


YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT 
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An  uncaring  campaign 

Politicians  must  recapture  the  soul  of  the  voter 


THIS  campaign  is  over.  Long  live  the 
next  one.  Even  b^ore  the  1997  election, 
British  politics  had  to  slide 

towards  what  the  Americans  have 
dubbed  “the  permanent  campaign”  and 
nothing  that  Uie  pr^essional  politi- 
cians have  learned  this  time  will  have 
discouraged  them  firom  concluding  that 
the  is  getting  faster.  If  Labour 
wins,  it  is  a fair  bet  that  Tony  Blair  will 
take  office  With  his  eyes  set  firmly  on 
reflection  next  time.  Ihaf  s the  kind  of 
politician  he  is.  Between  now  and  2001 
or  2002,  there  will  be  the  usual  round  of 
local  elections  and  European  elections, 
to  which  Win  now  be  added  a self- 
service  bu&t  of  referendums  on  devo- 
lution, Europe  and  electoral  reform. 
The  devolution  referendums  may  in 
turn  bring  forth  Scottish  and  Welsh 
mid-term  general  elections.  In  these 
(»ntests,  the  parties’  bigger  reputations 
will  be  on  line.  Everything  con- 
spires towards  the  increasing  domina- 
tion of  politics  by  the  permanent 
campa^Q. 

If  that  is  to  happen,  then  it  is  impor- 
tant that  somehow,  somewhere,  onr 
parties  and  politicsd  thinkers  should 
consider  whetiier  there  is  any  alterna- 
tive, and  if  not,  how  that  road  can  be 
ma^  more  attractive  to  the  voters.  For 
the  1997  elation  eempaign  has  been 
distinguished  by  two  contradictory  but 
intimately  r^ted  ph^omena.  It  has 
been  the  most  tightly  controlled  and 
“professional”  campaign  in  living 
memory.  And  it  has  been  the  campaign 
which  has  given  least  satisfection  and 
involvement  to  the  voters.  In  an  era 
when  the  general  reputation  of  politics 
is  low  and  getting  lower,  tiiat  is  not  an 
ftnmuraging  thought  When  they  have 
rested  and  recov«^  their  energy,  the 
politL^  class  — including  the  press  — 
needs  to  stop  and  think  whether  they 
are  making  voter  alienation  better  or 
worse  by  the  way  they  go  about  their 
trade.  It  would  make  sense  to  set  up 


some  kind  of  inquiry  into  changing 
electoral  methods. 

Nose  of  this  is  to  endorse  the  current 
vogue  for  opting  out  of  the  duty  to  vote. 
A distasteful  election  campaign  does 
not  mean  that  an  unimportant  election. 
Voting  matters.  It  ehawgpe  thingg,  as  we 
hope  it  will  do  today.  It  is  our  b^  and 
in  some  senses  our  only  weapon  against 
the  arrogance  of  the  political  order. 
That  is  why  to  dismigg  elections  as  a 
sham  is  both  tklse  and  vain.  We  ghaH 
see  today  whether  the  ciaimg  that  thii? 
year  would  see  the  lowest  turnout  since 
the  war  will  be  fulfilled.  But  the  Briti^ 
voter  is  mostly  a conscientious  citizen, 
and  rightly  so.  At  a time  when  little  else 
in  politics  wins  public  confidence,  most 
people  still  retain  some  sort  of  respect 
for  the  link  between  elector  and  MP. 
That’s  a base  on  which  public  respect 
for  politics  can  and  must  build. 

Some  of  the  features  the  1997  elec- 
tion have  been  Imposed  by  the  unusual 
political  circumstances.  The  fact  that 
one  party  has  been  in  power  for  so  long 
and  has  won  so  many  elections  in 
succession  has  inescapably  imposed 
constraints  on  the  opposition  parties.  IT 
Labour  wins  today,  its  victory  will  have 
been  secured  in  part  by  monumental 
collective  discipline.  Rarely  in  its  his- 
tory can  Labour  have  wanted  to  win  so 
badly  and  have  been  prepared  to  go  to 
such  lengths  of  organisation  to  acldeve 
it  Inevitably,  thez^ore,  the  lesson 
that  is  likely  to  be  learned  from  the  1997 
election  is  the  very  military  lesson  ttot 
discipline  and  planning  will  produce 
the  best  results.  Ihe  outcome  today  will 
generate  a new  orthodoxy,  which  will 
carry  ail  before  it  But  before  it  does,  let 
the  professionals  remember  that  the 
politicians  that  the  public  likes  best  are 
not  the  aloof  ones  but  the  human  ones. 
Professionalisation  may  win  votes,  hut 
it  has  done  little  to  make  people  care 
more  about  politics  — and  that  is  the 
real  lesson  (tf  this  election. 


Smoking  out  the  true  liability 

Why  should  non-smokers  foot  the  tobacco  industry’s  bill? 


THE  PJEUNCIPLE  that  the  polluter 
should  pay  has  sufTered  another  set- 
back in  the  struggle  to  make  the 
tobacco  industry  responsible  for  its  in- 
jurious activities.  For  the  prospect  of 
insurance  companies  round  the  world 
being  saddled  with  a huge  compensa- 
tion bill  for  smoking-related  deaths, 
reported  in  yesterday’s  Guardian,  is 
doubly  bad  news.  Not  only  would  it  let 
the  industry  off  the  financial  hook  (and 
rescue  its  shares)  but  it  would  shift  the 
burden  onto  the  shoulders  of  ordinary 
people  buying  new  insurance  — ■ many 
of  whom  have  never  touched  a cigarette 
in  their  lives. 

The  industry  has  so  far  been  very  coy 
about  revealing  the  fine  print  of 
product  liability  policies  taken  out  over 
many  decades.  It  would  weaken  the 
defence  that  smoking  do^  no  harm  to 
say,  in  effect,  “anyhow,  we’re  insured.” 
It  would  also  result  in  the  conduct  of  its 
defence  being  handed  over  to  the  insur- 
ers if  they  were  brought  into  the  action. 
But  if  a comprehensive  settlement  of 
the  type  now  being  discussed  in  Wash- 
ington were  reached,  giving  the  indus- 
try immunity  for  the  fiiture  in  return 
for  setting  up  a vast  fimd  for  victims 
now,  then  it  would  become  worth  its 
while  to  Invoke  the  secret  policies.  The 
insurers  would  undoubt^y  contest 
liability  and  further  complicate  the  pro- 
cess. It  is  being  suggested  that  when 
most  of  these  policies  were  written  in 
the  1960s  and  1970s,  their  exclusion 
clauses  were  not  sufficiently  tight  to 
exclude  health-care  reimbursemenL 


But  the  insurers  could  ai^ue  that  by 
that  time  the  tobacco  industry  was  well 
aware  of  the  harmful  effect  of  tiieir 
product  and  that  su(di  information 
should  have  been  disclosed.  Whoever 
won  the  argument,  it  could  drag  on  in 
the  courts  for  years.  Most  of  those  now 
eligible  to  riaim  mi^t  well  be  dead 
before  it  was  sorted  out 

The  basic  proposition  now  under  dis- 
cussion by  attorney  generals  ftom  more 
than  20  US  States  is  fundamentally 
unsound.  It  would  allow  the  companies 
to  shift  the  problem  of  compensation  on 
to  the  shoulders  of  governments  in 
return  for  limited  r^ulation  of  their 
product  coupled  with  unlimited  immu- 
nity from  any  further  claims,  past, 
present  or  foture.  It  would  be  all  the 
worse  if  the  cash  which  the  industry 
put  up  — estimate  at  between  $200  and 
300  billion  — came  ultimately  firom 
insurance  companies  and  throng  them 
from  the  general  public. 

Such  plea  baigaining  leaves  the  <xn- 
tral  question  unresolved:  are  govern- 
ments going  to  take  enezgetic  steps  to 
make  smoking  less  attractive,  or  will 
they  tinker  at  the  edges  of  the  proUeiXL 
For  the  industry  to  offer  a lump  sum  of 
this  kind  amounts  to  an  admission  of 
liability  (even  thoi^  they  Insist  it  is 
not  so),  if  tobacco  is,  like  asbestos,  a 
Ufe-thz^tening  product  then  it  is  sim- 
ply irresponsible  for  governments  not 
to  make  every  effort  to  reduce  its  use 
drastically.  This  is  particularly  true  in 
the  US  whose  cigarette  taxes  are  among 
the  lowest  in  the  world. 


Unlocking  the  digital  treasures 

But  charging  money  for  knowledge  is  not  the  right  route 


ITEM  1:  the  Natiozial  (Sallery  is  think- 
ing of  putting  its  entire  collection  on 
the  Internet  to  ensure  free  access  for 
everyone.  Item  2:  the  British  Library  is 
exploring  plans  to  introduce  cbai^ 
for  its  reading  room  after  250  years  of 
ft«e  access.  This  comparison  is,  of 
course,  uniair.  The  National  G^ry 
has  2,000  pictures  in  its  prime  collec- 
tion wher^  the  cash-strapped  BL 
(which  has  already  put  some  of  its 
treasures  like  the  Magna  Carta  on  the 
World  Wide  Web)  impressive  ex- 
pansion plans  of  its  own  and  counts  its 
books  by  the  million.  But  the  point  is 
still  the  same.  The  National  Gallery 
regards  its  collection  as  beii^  owned  by 
the  nation.  Put  it  anothg*  way:  why, 
after  giving  free  access  to  these  trea- 
sures for  so  toi^  chaige  for  tiiem 
precisely  when  everyone  agrees  that 
Imowle^  is  power  and  that  education 
is  the  secret  of  economic  success? 

The  BL  isn’t  doing  tMa  because  it 


wants  to  but  because,  as  with  its 
youn^r  sister  the  British  Museum,  a 
cash  squeeze  is  forcing  it  to  think  the 
unthinkable.  The  BL  is  very  conscious 
of  the  value  of  its  wares  in  an  informa- 
tion age.  It  is  perhaps  the  world's  big- 
gest potential  source  of  digital  trea- 
sures including  its  vast  collection  of 
new  and  old  books,  newspapers,  patents 
and  sound  archives.  If  most  of  this  was 
put  on-line  with  mainly  free  access  it 
would  become  not  just  a wonder  of  the 
world  — but  a bottomless  source  of 
knowledge  for  schools  everywhere. 
There  are  lots  of  things  that  the  BL  can 
and  does  charge  for,  but  public  access 
to  its  endowment  ought  not  to  be  one  of 
them.  It  will  be  an  early  test  of  the 
vision  of  the  new  government  whether 
it  can  make  a giant  stride  towards  an 
enabling  society  while  generating  lots 
of  jobs  in  the  process.  Charging  admis- 
sion to  tile  readily  room  would  be  a 
giant  step  in  the  other  direction. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


A fraudulent 
view  of  race 


The  disenfranchised 


One’s  linguistic 
circumlocutions 
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.....  . .j  -}  :j  . 4 , 


Tl 

Im 


THE  Guardian  seems  to  be 
I sinldiig  to  the  depths  tab- 
loids are  known  for.  How  else 
can  one  justifr  your  headline, 
UK  fraud  'committed  by 
West  Africans’  ” (^rfl  28)? 

Half  of  an  UK  fraud?  You 
must  be  jokiiig.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  Natifioial  Criminal  In- 
taiiiganpc  report  IS  flawed  in 
sevwal  respects  and  should 
not  have  been  used  in  the  way 
you  presented  it.  While  benefit 
fraud  may  be  possible,  the  so- 
called  “419  fi:aud’'  is  so  ctafld- 
ish  that  not  even  my  elgfat- 
yeai^old  dau^ter  would  buy 
it  For  anyone  to  frn  for  such  a 
badly  conceived  scam  and 
later  cry  foul  says  a lot  about 
their  own  judgment 
How  many  West  Africans 
wm^  In  the  City  where  fraud 
is  part  of  the  syston?  How 
about  the  fraud  reported  in 
the  Ministry  of  Defence?  Is 
that  also  the  work  of  West 
Africans?  As  a “West  Afri- 
can”, I am  appalled  by  this 
dK)ddy  pie^  ^ research.  It  is 
an  attanpt  to  smear  West 
Africans,  justi^  unmigration 
controls  and  pand^  to  the  rac- 
ism that  is  becoming  endemic 
in  some  parts  of  Europe. 

Zaya  Yeebo. 

Editor, 

*Ihe  African  Magazine. 

25  Hester  Road, 

London  N18. 

IDO  not  di^te  the  incontro- 
vertible incidents  of  Nj^ 
rian  “419”  frauds  conducted 
on  those  in  the  Dmted  King- 
dom. But  an  easy  way  of 
avoidii^  the  situatioD  out- 
lined in  your  article  is  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Nigerian 
Chamber  oi  Commerce,  trade 
organisations  or  professional 
bodies.  Any  amount  expended 
in  the  pursuit  of  information 
win  p^  into  insignificance 
^en  compared  to  the  amount 
that  can  be  lost  on  an  ill-con- 
oeived  business  transactlcm. 

The  activities  of  a group  of 
individuals  (albeit  a very 
active  one)  must  not  be 
allowed  to  put  a murky  colour- 
ation on  T«^timata  business 
activities  between  Nigeria  and 
the  UK. 

Kwesl  Noma  ObasekL 
23  Redwood  Court 
Lcmdon  NW6  7BH. 


Party  pieces 

My  seven-year-old  daugh- 
ter cannot  sleep  for  wor- 
rying about  a Labour  victory. 
She  is  in  a class  of  31  and  her 
sister  has  told  her  Labour 
will  cut  marltnriTn  rfaSR  sizes 
to  30.  She  wants  to  know  how 
Tony  Blair  will  decide  who  Is 
to  "be  moved  to  a class  by 
themselves  on  Friday 
morning. 

Alison  Kennedy. 

75  Comiston  Drive. 

Edinburgh  EHIO  5QT- 

YOU  Include  HagHngs  and 
Rye  in  your  list  of  LibDeta 
targets  for  tactical  voting 
(April  30).  But  a weekend  ICM 
poll  shows  Labour  leading 
hm  by  five  per  cent.  The 
only  tactic  to  beat  the  Toty 
here  is  to  vote  Labour.- 
Iffictaael  Foster. 

(Labour  PFC.  Hastings  & Rye.) 
84  Bcdiemia  Road, 

St  LeooardaoQ-Ste  TN37  6RN. 

SIR  Edward  Heath  (Letters. 

April  26)  complains  that  I 
was  wrong  to  write  (Euro  vi- 
sionaries, March  26)  that, 
back  in  October  197L  he  did 
not  eiqdain  the  loss  of  sovei> 
eignty  Inherent  in  Common 
Market  membership.  The  pre- 
cision with  which  Sir  Edawd 
recalls  the  events  of  that 
month  is  Illustrated  in  bis 
final  pars^aph.  He  writes 
warmly  of  the  69  Labour  MPs 
iriio  defied  a three-line  whip 
to  vote  in  favour  of  Coznmon 
Market  membership  and 
regrets  that  I was  not  among 
them.  Had  he  consulted  the 
division  lis^  he  would  have 
discovered  that  1 was. 
RoyHattersley. 

59  St  Martin's  Lane 
London  WC2N  4JS. 


JOANNA  Coles  is  right  to 
condarnn  this  “testoster- 
one driven”  election 
(Boy  zone  story,  April  28).  But 
if  women  have  been  related 
to  the  fringes  liy  the  boys  in 
the  nwriia,  imagine  what  it 
feels  like  to  be  black  or 
Asian?  She  didn’t  say  but  I 
could  bet  that  the  lads  with 
the  mobile  phones  and  adoles- 
cent “humour”  did  not  in- 
riude  many  or  any  blacks. 

Nearly  SO  years  after  the 
Empire  Wlndnish  landed  at 
Tilbury,  editors  (with  the 
honourable  nce^on  of  this 
newspaper  and  the  New 
Statesman)  keep  tiieir  press 
corps  and  commentators  al- 
most ^riioUy  white. 

In  the  US  tills  would  be  un- 
thinkable. Here  we  are  stfil 
not  re^urded  as  perceptive, 
innovative  people  who  can 
engage  in  the  Wider  political 
debates  and  possibly  change 
the  often  banal  nature  of  what 
is  discussed.  The  only  time 
we  are  noticed  is  when  we 
riot  bum  books,  or  when  we 
are  rich  and  obsequious 

businessmen. 

Yasmin  Allbhai-Brown. 
Resean^  Fdlow,  Institute 
for  Public  Policy  Research. 
30-32  ^uthampton  Street, 
London  WC2E  7RA. 


After  reading  Joanna 
Coles’  incisive  and  wor^ 
lying  account,  T was  disap- 
pointed to  see  that  your  focus- 
group  photographs  on  page  10 
showed  ei^t  men  and  four 
women.  Is  ♦’bia  representative 
of  the  population  In  the  two 
key  marginals?  Or  does  it  Just 
reflect  those  prepared  to 
speak  out  in  a public  meeting, 
as  the  text  on  Leeds  NE 
seemed  to  indicate?  'niere,  I 
found  five  women  mentioned, 
one  of  whom  was  guided  by 
her  12-year-old  son. 

There  must  be  other  women 
in  Leeds  NE  — I can  think  of 
three  members  c£  my  own 

family  for  Starters.  If  the 
Guardian  doesn't  make  an 
effort  to  redress  the  imbal- 
anoed  cover^e  pointed  out 
by  the  Fawcett  Society,  who 
will? 

Alison  Munro. 

96WalMeyRoad 

ShMDeldS62XP. 

During  the  suffragette 
campaign.  Peter  Kropot- 
kin said  that  he  hoped  women 
would  get  the  vote  they 
wanted,  but  that  it  would  take 
thamhalfa  centu^  to  leam  it 
wasn’t  wmth  it  IJnda  C^iant 
hasn’t  learnt  this  yet  (One 
last  Mss  of  life  for  democracy, 
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Of  sex  and  a single  girl 


Naomi  Wolf  takes  oSence 
at  having  been  fold  by  her 
university  tutor  that  Oscar 
Wilde  thotight  sex  with  a 
woman  was  akin  to  “odd 
mutton”  (Your  state  ct  denial. 
April  As  a student  I was 
probably  aimnaf  as  “intelli- 
gent and  hopeful"  as  Ms  Wolf 
but  when  1 was  told  by  a gay 
man  that  S6X  With  a woman 
was  like  “trying  to  sbove  a 
marshmallow  in  a slot  ma- 
chine”, I am  afraid  to  say  I 
didn’t  fa»im  it  personally  — or 
even  pcQMcally. 

It  seems  to  me,  althoi^  I 
cannot  speak  firom  experi- 
ence. that  the  only  people  who 


have  suffered  any  “sexual  hu- 
miliation'' are  Oscar  Wilde 
and  my  gay  frimid.  On  this 
occasion  Ms  Wolf  and  her  fel- 
low female  students  said 
nothing.  Fair  Plough,  'fiiere 
was  probatdy  not  much  to 
say.  But  speaking  as  a “wom- 
an on  behalf  of  women”  I 
have  to  ask  what  on  earth  has 
Hiia  “personal  story*’  got  to  do 
with  the  way  womai  are 
treated  1^  ^yvemment,  media 
and  the  law? 

Political  story?  My  Aunt 
Fanny. 

Caroline  sonar. 
TlowerMall, 

London  W69DJ. 


We  need  child  support,  not  abuse 


A E<AN  Marsh  (Letters,  April 
29)  doesn’t  seem  aware 
that  many  aiwgig  mothers 
don’t  want  to  be  d^>endent  on 
men  who  have  been  vidleot.  I 
was  raped  by  my  child’s 
fether  and  chose  not  to  have 
him  anywhere  near  either  of 
ns  as  he  Is  daz^erons.  My 
health  has  severely  deterio- 
rated and  I have  been  forced 
out  of  work  and  on  to  Income 
Support 

However,  1 am  having  that 


choice  taken  away  from  me 
by  the  Child  Support  Agency. 
They  insist  I have  to  name  the 
fether  and  if  I refuse  they  are 
thmgton’mg  to  cut  my  benefit 
by  £20  a week.  How  does  this 
xnake  me  or  my  any  bet- 
ter off? 

Do  the  taxpayers  not  care 
that  a rapist  and  batterer  will 
be  given  access  to  my  home 
because  he  is  paying 

matntgnnnro? 

Name  and  address  supplied. 


Westminster’s  narrow  focus 


NO  socmer  had  I read  your 
article  about  the  way  we 
fea  to  treasure  our  film  and 
photc^aphy  treasures  (Fri- 
day Review,  April  25)  thm  I 
received  a letter  from  the 
Arts  and  Grants  Sub-Commit- 
tee of  Westminster  Councfl. 

1 bad  protested  at  their  de- 
cisitm  to  aste  41  per  cent  of 
their  grant  to  The  Fhoto^- 
phers’  Gallery.  Th^  say  that 
they  are  now  discussing  how 
to  bei^  the  gall^  focus  its 
attention  on  projects  “which 
wfl]  have  a direct  bearing  on 
Westminster”. 

The  Pbotographers'  Gallery 
is  a national  focus  for  phoh^. 
raphy,  and  this  parochial  atti- 
tude is  a depUu^le  way  of 
reducing  council  tax  for  polit- 


ical reasons.  On  the  same 
day,  the  BBC  reported  the 
openiz^  of  a grand  new  “Cen- 
tre for  Eur^iean  Photc^ra- 
phy”  in  a somewhat  Don-gal- 
lexy  area  of  Paris.  Not,  ptetse 
note,  a national  centre  for 
Fteiidi  pbot(«rapby,  but  a 
centre  for  European  phoh^- 
raphy.  no  less.  Westminster 
does  not  deserve  a national 
centre  for  photography. 

We  British  may  plunder 
and  acquire  marbles  and 
other  art  treasures  from 
abroad,  but  when  It  comes  to 
our  own  film  heritage,  fimd$ 
evaporate  for  petty  political 
reasons. 

Fay  Godwin. 

13  Woodberry  Crescent, 
London  NIO IPJ. 


April  29).  After  murii  more 
than  half  a century,  women 
are  still  In  the  inferior  posi- 
tion which  she  and  other  fem- 
inists wMTipiatn  about,  and  aU 
the  voting  in  the  world  won't 
inmroveit. 

She  rejects  as  a lie  “the 
tired  old  anarchist  slogan” 
that  if  voting  changed  any- 
thing  it  would  be  lU^aL  Like 
aU  slogans  this  is  at  most  a 
half-truth,  but  it  does  contain 
tile  trutii  Chat  voting  doesn’t 

^hanga  anything  Impnrtant. 

Certainly  voting  in  this  elec- 
tion won’t  change  anytiiing 
h^rtent,  since  tiie  parties 
likely  to  have  any  power  have 
almost  identical  pt^cies.  ■ 

The  only  good  thh^  about 
Tmy  Blair  are  that  he  isn’t 
John  Major  and  that  he  be- 
tray^ his  party’s  principles 
before  rating  than  after  gton- 
ing  office.  But  these  aren’t 
good  enough  reasons  to  make 
the  formal  gesture  of  marking 
a piece  of  paper,  handing 
power  to  him  several 
years,  and  supposi^  that  this 
win  make  any  serious  differ- 
ence to  anything. 

Mary  Lewis. 

Freedom  Press, 

Ai^^  Alley, 

84b  Whitecbapd  Hi^  Street, 
London  El  7QX 


An  actuary  writes 

YOU  make  unwarranted  ac- 
cusations that  I stand 
accused  of  impropriety  for 
supplyii^  details  a huge 
st^us  in  the  Mineworkers’ 
Pension  Sdieme  to  British 
Coal,  as  the  corporation  was 
being  readied  for  privatisa- 
tion (Treasury  actuary 
accused,  April  28). 

The  draft  report  on  the  1990 
Valuation  of  the 
Mineworkers’  Pension 
Scheme  was  sent  by  the  Gov- 
ernment Actuary's  Depart- 
ment to  tile  secretary  of  the 
trustees  on  November  22, 1991 
for  comments  on  the  drafting, 
and  was  sutenltted  as  a for- 
mal draft  on  December  ii. 
1991,  at  which  point  I have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  it  was 
not  circulated  to  all  of  the 
trustees. 

If  use  was  made  by  British 
Coal  of  the  prtiiminazy  draft 
for  circulation  internally, 
that  is  a matter  for  British 
Coal  to  explain.  But  it  does 
not  constitute  any  breach  of 
professicmal  etiquette  on  be- 
half of  actuaries  within  the 
Government  Actuary’s  De- 
partment vriio  communicated 
with  the  secretary  of  the 
trustees  in  accordance  with 
ttie  normal  protocoL 
CDDaykin. 

Govenuhent  Actuary. 
22Eingsway, 

London  6LE. 


PRINCE  Charles,  who  has 
been  railing  at  “sloppy 
English”  (Report  April  30).  is 
extremely  sloppy  in  his  own 
use  of  In  his  speech, 

he  weakens  his  comrouidc«i- 
tipn  by  over-use  of  Latinate 
vocabulary  instead  of  the 
Anglo-SaxoB.  As  his 
ancestry  is  more  recently 
non-English  than  that  of 
many  “ordinary”  people,  he 
is  probably  more  comfortable 
with  this.  The  archaic  use  of 
“very”,  as  in  “very  identity" 
and  “in  the  very  plac^ 
evolved”,  shows  he’s  not  of 
our  time. 

His  use  of  the  word  “trite" 
has  particularly  confused  this 
correspondent  They  are  what 
he  catches  on  Deeside. 
Copland  Smith. 

47  Whltelow  Road, 
Chorlton-cumrHardy, 
Manchester  M21 9RG. 

HAVING  seen  the  Prince’s 
own  mumbling  perfor- 
mance In  interviews,  and  his 
tortuous  cruising  through  un- 
grammatical sentences.  I am 
gobsmacked.  Is  this  the  same 
Prince  who  cannot  seem  to 
complete  any  sentence  with- 
out  injecting  those  intolerable 
words  "sort  crfTT  One  can  only 
wince. 

E A Boland. 

5 Southbrooke  Close. 
Cambric^  CBS  SIX. 

PRINCE  Charles  sal’s  that 
our  language  has  become 
“impoverished,  sloppy  and 
limited”  and  that  we  need  to 
“T^jg^in  man’s  lofty  ambi- 
tions”. Is  this  the  same  Prince 
Charles  who  once  Camously 
told  his  mistress:  “I  want  to 
be  your  Tampax"? 

MQke  Power. 

19  Leyton  Crescent, 

London  NW5  2QY. 


Road  rage 

ONCE  again  a motorist, 
throu^  dangerous  driv- 
ing, causes  the  deatii  of  an  in- 
nocent person  (News  in  brief, 
April  In  such  cases  the 
drlvmr  is  usually  only  charged 
with  cardess  driving.  Magis- 
trates say  they  cannot  take 
into  account  the  devastating 
coQseqooices  of  the  driver's 
conduct  The  fine  is  usually 
pwthaKft;  rdatlves  have  no  say 
in  the  verdict  and  are  (tften 
not  even  present  at  the  triat 
The  driver  respoosiUe  for 
ttie  death  of  irty  son  was  finad 
£50  for  “careless  driving'.  I do 
not  seek  revenge:  that  not 
teing  him  back.  I da  seek  jus- 
tice. I Intend,  with  others’  sup- 
port to  petition  Parliament 
and  seek  a change  in  the  law. 
Robert  B Baird. 

32  Church  Road, 

Bei^eo,  Hertford  SG14  3DP. 


A Country  Diaiy 


WEARDALE:  It's  been  an  ex- 
ception^y  early  spring,  by 
every  living  criterion  toat  1 
can  measure.  Frogs  spawned 
In  the  garden  pond  nearly  a 
montii  earlier  than  last  year. 
Yellow  Step  of  Bethlehem  was 
in  full  bloom  along  the  River 
Wear  long  before  the  end 
March.  Pink  cones  of  butter^ 
bur  flowers,  that  normally 
push  their  way  through  the 
sandy  alluvium  on  the  river- 
ba^  before  any  trace  of  their 
foliage  appears,  were  pre- 
ceded this  year  by  their 
leaves  — a symptom  of  a mild 
winter  and  early  spring 
which  hasn't  been  so  appar- 
ent since  the  same  climatic 
circumstances  coincided  after 
the  winter  of  1988/89.  And  by 
the  end  of  March  green  tiger 
beetles  had  emerged  fr^ 
their  ove^winte^ing  tunnels 
on  mooriands  and  were  hunt- 
ing amongst  the  heather 
stems.  But  now,  a month 
later,  the  pbenolo^'  ^flower- 
ing in  my  fevouritc  hedgerow 
shows  that  spring  has  stalled 
in  the  chilly  April  winds.  I’ve 
walked  the  s.*mio  weekly  route 


along  this  ancient  hedge  for 
so  long  that  it’s  become  a kind 
of  floral  calendar,  so  if  spring 
had  maintained  Its  preco- 
cious momentum  it  should 
have  misled  me  into  believing- 
that  it  was  the  end  of  May. 
Sloe  blossom  is  frost-scorched 
and  fading  but  wild  arum 
flowers  are  only 
through  the  soil  and  the  wild 
gooseberry  flowers  are  stiU 
unpoUinated.  Flower  buds  on 
the  bird  cbeny  and  roivan 
are  Tight  and  green.  Foliage  of 
mea&wsweet  Is  stfll  soft  and, 
when  crushed*  mb^  ftto  in- 
tense herbal  ameB  of  healing 
ointment  chat  tides  os  the 
season  preensses  :and  the 
leaves  grow  .older  and 
toughOT.  .A  car^iil -search  of 
Jack-by-the-hed^  flowers 
failed  to  turn  up  a ain^a  or- 
ange tip  butterfly  OK  al- 
though the  flMt:Hhws  to 
hatch  from . hi^^ating 
chrysalises  wen  ui.tio 
in  early  SHAV^got  off 
to  a flying  start;' w ^ cold 
snap  has 
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Diary 


Matthew  Ncxman 


« a VHEN  political  ana- 
UU  Jysts  come  to  Jn^ 
Vw  the  1997  election,  it 
already  seems  almost  eei> 

tain  that  they  will 
nate,  as  most  competent 
candidate,  Peter  Scrope. 
The  Tory  candidate  for  Daiw 
Uxigton’s  sequence  of  cam- 
paign trinniphs  began  with 
his  leaflet  seeking  votes  on 

the  groimds  that  ‘‘Stem  Fein 
want  ^n  to  vote  New 
Labonr”.  No  sooner  had  he 
been  compelled  to  apologtee 
pohlicly  for  that  when,  last 
week,  be  contrived  to  can- 
vass in  the  wrong  constxta- 

enpy:  a conftised  Scrope  was 
noted  leafleting  the  resi- 
dents of  neighbouring  Ed- 
gefield, the  seat  of  Mr  Tony 
Blair.  This  week  Mr  Scrope 
patent  another  leaflet  for 
which  be  has  been  forced  to 
apologise,  this  time  quoti^ 
a list  of  50  companies 
which,  so  he  insisted, 
claimed  file  Introdnction  of 
the  Social  Chapter  wonld 
harm  their  businesses.  Of 
these,  only  one  has  wada 
snch  a claim  (and  that  one, 
Graham  Robb  Marketing, 
has  a locratlve  contract 
with  the  Conservative  Patty 
in  the  north  ofEngland).  * 

The  Diary  has  been  en- 
joying semantic  de- 
bate once  again  with 
the  Dally  Star.  Yesterday’s 
frontpage,  an  account  of 
model  Cai^ce’s  mnggiTig, 
was  introduced  by  the  word 
“exclnsive” — intriguingly 
so,  since  the  same  story  not 
only  appeared  in  every 
paptf  yesterday,  but  was 
carriedbythePrassAsswi- 
atlon  on  Tuesday . Attempts 
to  speak  to  the  Daily  Star’s 
editor  foiled:  when,  after 
several  mlnntes,  tiie  switch- 
board managed  to  identi^ 
him  by  name  as  Philip 
Walker,  and  put  ns 
through,  he  wouldn’t  come 
to  the  phone  anyway. 

Elaine  in  his  office  eventn- 
ally  called  back  to  ray  that 
she  had  consulted  the  news 
editors,  and  the  explana- 
tion was  as  follows:  “We’ve 
covered  more  stories  on  Ca- 
price than  any  other  news- 
paper, and  we’ve  got  really 
go^  contacts.  We  had  an  ex- 
clusive from  an  insider, 
$0  we  had  the  story  before 
everyone  else — yes,  before 
PA  — so  we  felt  Justified  in 
calling  tt  exclusive.  The 
news  editors,"  Elaine  con- 
cludes, “are  very  keen  to 
stress  that  they're  not  in  the 
habit  of  slappii^  an  exclu- 
sive tag  on  any  old  story." 
Indeed  not. 


Warning  for  the  left 
in  this  Gallic  fudge 
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Commentary 


Jonathan 


V! 


'IVE  la  dWerence.  in 
Britain  a prime  minis- 
ter clinra  to  the  last 
minute  of  his  consti- 
tutional mandate  before 
allowing  an  impatient  elector^ 
ate  the  chance,  to  vote,  in 
France  a presidmit  springs  an 
early  poH,  even  owugh  he 
knows  he  is  bound  to  lose  at- 
least  a hundred  seats. 

It  is  not  Just. a contrast  of 
character  between  an  indeci- 
sive John  Major  awfl  an  im- 
petuous Jacques  In 

France,  the  ideological  pendu- 
lum Is  different.  The  current 
rightwing  government  hag 
been  in  power  for  only  four 
years,  and  Chirac  waiMiiataf 
that  the  tide  of  “give  iham  an- 


other Chanee“  Jg  eKII  on  itS 
side,  fa  spite  of  these  dlfl^ 
races,  this  mcmth’s  French 
pon  has  considerable  rde- 
vance  to  a new  Britisb  gov- 
enunenL  The  European  isstie 
turned  out  to  be  the  spark 
that  m the  British  eteetion 
campaign,  and  Is  already 
proving  the  central  theme 
across  the  ChanneL  While 
IYance*5  membership  of  the 
European  Union  is  takra  for 
granted,  there  is  a growing 
aversion  from  the  Implica- 
tiotts  of  the  sln^e  cuzrracy 
(Euro-scepticlsm  in  the  true 
sense  ctf  die  word).  The  MaE- 
tricht  convergence  conditions 
and  timetable  are  proving  tmr 
comfortably  tight 
Chirac  to(k  the  gamble  of 
gtfoig  to  the  country  a year 
early  in  the  hc^  of  scotching 
debate.  It  was  the  (dranst 
sign  yet  that  the  fVencfa  Pres- 
ident has  nailed  his  cdtours  to 
the  Kohl  mast  and,  like  the 
German  ChancePw,  sees  his 
historic  role  ra  the  man  who 
brought  a European  currency 
Into  being.  By  Jumping  the 
Sectoral  gun,  be  wants  to 
avoid  a parliamentary  cam- 


paign close  to  the  euro  dead- 
line, when  the  required  aus- 
terity package  has  bitten 
deeper  into  French  po^ets. 

He  also  knows  that  die 
French  left  is  as  divided  as 
the  right.  Fonowii^  in  tE 
Mitterrand  tradition, -the 
Socialists’  mainstFeam  tmg  al- 
ways been  for  the  euro.  The 
Communists  are  against 
the  two  parties  ‘^oint  dedara- 
tion"  this  weric  fell  for  short 
of  a united  manifesto.  It  was 
not  even  an  agreement  on  tac- 
tical voting  in  seats  where  a 
single  candidate  of  the  left 
would  be  sore  cf  victory. 

The  Chirac  gaiw'hiA  could 
foil  if  left  or  right  eama  out 
for  a pre-enro  reforradum  a 
I'angtaise.  In  Prime  Minister 
Alahi  Juppe's  coalition  only 
Charles. Fasqua  fovours  one. 
On  tile  left,  the  Communists 
have  indicated  they  would 
like  one.  It  remains  possible, 
if  unlikely,  that  in  the  heat  of 
the.  campaign,  wifli  the  opin- 
ion poiOs  hinting  at  a dose  fin- 
ish, one  side  might  make  a 
referendum  promise. 

Even  without  that,  the 
Socialists  have  begun,  to 


retreat  They  have  put  four 
conditions  before  letting 
France  adhere  to  the  single 
currency.  Italy  and  Spain 
must  be  in  the  first  wave. 
There  has  to  be  a “growtb 
pact"  c£  measures  designed  to 
stimulate  employment  The 
euro  must  be  set  at  a proper 
value  uis-6-vis  the  dollar  (to 
avoid  the  high  interest  rates 
which  France  has  suffered 
over  tbe  last  few  years  as  it 
tries  to  track  the  deutseh- 
mark).  Finally,  in  a nod  to  the 
line  which  Jacques  Delors 
has  loi^  been  pressu^  the 
Socialists  say  member 
countries  must  have  “an  eco- 
nomic government’’  to  bal- 
ance the  future  European 
Central  Bank. 

The  demand  is  not  for  an 
embryo  federal  state,  since 
the  F-concept  has  becraie  as 
much  of  a taboo  in  France 
and  Germany  as  in  Britain.  It 
is  a more  conqilex  wish  fra  a 
solution  to  the  central  di- 
Irasma  of  the  single  eurrencs’ 
project,  at  least  for  those  on 
the  left  and  centre-1^  who  do 
not  want  a Europe  of  taisser 
Jiiire. 

What  kind  at  dpmnffraHr 
mechanism  can  be  found 
vdiiich  Is  more  than  a nation- 
state but  less  than  a federal 
govranment?  Id  its  present 
foim.  the  EU  CouncS  of  Minis- 
ters, whether  at  the  level  of 
heads  of  govenunrat  or  fi- 
nance ministers,  is  not  sufQ- 
ciently  effective  or  account- 
able to  do  the  Job. 

The  problem  is  intelleetual 
as  wdl  as  political,  and  the 
general  helplessness  of  the 
European  left  in  the  foce  of  it 
is  becoming  Increasin^y  visi- 


ble and  dangerous.  Lionel  Jo- 
^in.  the  Socialist  leader,  is 
trying  to  pose  this  month's 
choice  between  left  and  right 
in  France  as  one  <k  “civilisa- 
tiras".  It  is  a foir  term  if  he 
iTipans  that  the  neo-liberal 
model  which  has  reigned  for 
tbe  last  decade  in  Eitain  and 
tbe  United  Statra  has  only 
shown  itsdf  able  to  combine 
prosperity  for  some  at  tbe  ex- 
pense of  exclusion  and  pov 
er^  fbr  an  ever-gron*ing  mi- 
nority. 

But  while  the  left  rightly 
says  an  alternative  “civilisa- 
tira’’  is  needed.  It  has  to  be 
more  mundane  and  clear 
about  the  mechanisms  which 
win  bring  it  into  being.  The 
fudge  which  Jo^in  and  the 
French  Craununists  adrated 
this  week  in  ordra  to  paper 
over  their  differences  is 
unimpressive. 

A Blair  government  will 
not  foce  such  dilemmas  im- 
mediately. The  enforced  unity 
of  the  Miwpaigw  wfll  last  for 
several  months,  and  the 
underlying  division  in  tbe 
party  on  Eiirope  has  not  been 
as  Intense  in  recent  years  as 
it  is  on  the  French  left.  Yet 
this  is  partly  because  the  mo- 
ment cf  decision  on  the  euro 
has  been  postponed  in  Brit- 
ain. When  it  starts  to  ap- 
proach in  earnest,  the  ten- 
sions visible  in  France  wfU 
appear  here  too.  In  neither 
country  does  anyone  have  a 
clear  idea  hra  to  make 
EMU  safo  fbr  neo-Keynesian- 
ism  or  how  to  survive  with- 
out it.  Tbe  left  in  both 
countries  sorely  needs  an 
answer  to  both  questions. 
Vive  la  ressemblance. 


Bite  your  lip 
and  bite  back 
for  democrai^ 


Mark  Steel 


I 


The  Hugo  Young  Interview  discovers  that  Tony  Blair  believes  he  can  restore 
people’s  faith  in  politics.  And  he  isn’t  apprehensive  at  the  thought  of  taking  power 

Not  a promised  land 

Y 


JMSE  students  of  my 
sane  and  rational . 
'friend  Paul  Johnson 
are  surprised  by  his  latest 
carefully  considered  criti- 
cisms of  this  newspaper  in 
the  Spectator.  Only  last 
we^,  at  a party  held,  by 
Times  editor  Peter  Stotb- 
hard,  Paul’s  saintly  wife 
Mari^ld  was  overheard  ex- 
plaining that  both  she  and 
Paul  love  the  Guardian,  and 
fight  over  who  will  have 
first  bash  at  it  every  morn- . 
ii^.  What  explains  the 
sage's  pablic  attitude  is  ob- 
scure, hut  it  cannot  be  the 
affectionate  teaming  of  my 
colleague  Francis  Wheen, 
the  Ccdninnist  of  the  Year, 
of  whom  Paul  insists  he  has 
never  heard.  Paul  himself 
was  on  typically  coquettish 
form  at  Stodgy’s  bash. 
“Rnshdle’s  here,  you  know, 
but  there  aren’t  any 
Arabs,"  he  was  heard  to  an- 
nounce disappointedly.  “If 
there  were,  Fd  go  up  to  them 
and  say,  ‘He’s  overthere. 

Go  and  grt  him’." 


TS 

no 


lOSE  eager  to  eschew 
the  dramatic  an- 
nouncement of  the 
exit  polls  tonight  at  10pm 
may  care  to  tune  to  Talk 
Radio,  where  that  staun- 
chest ofNew  Labour  sup- 
porters. Max  Clifford,  is 
presenting  a one-off  cele- 
bratory-spedaL  Max  will  be 
calling,  among  others, 
DavidMellor,  Jerry  Hayes 
and  Neil  Hamilton  on  their 
mobile  phones  at  their 
respective  counts.  Mean- 
while, rumour  surrounds 
Max's  future.  Four  months 
ago,  after  placing  the  story 
of  Jerry  Biayes’s  alleged  gay 
affair  In  the  News  of  the 
World,  Max  promised  ns 
several  more  Tory  block- 
busters . . .andyetmme 
has  arrived.  Could  it  be  that 
such  tactics  were  thought  to 
have  the  potential  to 
rebound  on  New  Labour, 
and  that  Max  was  invited  by 
those  at  Millbank  to  go  nei- 
ther onraessage  nor  off- 
message,  but— uniquely— 

non-message,  in  retain  fra  a 
little  p<^-election  fovour? 
Some  si^pect  be  may  even 
be  In  line  for  an  Embassy . 
Max  is  reticent.  “Mysnit- 
case  may  be  pariced,"  he 
says,  “but  X rmnain  the  etei> 
warrior  against  compla- 
cency." 


ESTERDAY,  at 
last,  Tony  Blair 
contemplated  in 
public  the  immi- 
nence of  being 
Prime  Minister.  On  tiie  final 
journey  his  battle  bus,  , to 
Stanstead  'en  route  for  Scot- 
land and  Sedgefirid  where  it 
all  began,  a governing  and  not 
an  opposition  man  was  start- 
ing to  talk,  “1  could  write  a 
PhD  thesis  on  the  poTftlcs  <a£ 
opposition."  he  told  me.  ^ 
kriow  every  sin^e  thing  there 
is  to  know  about  ft” 

Now,  while  stiH  “utteriy,  ut> 
terly.  utterly  resolute  about 
not  taking  anything  for 
granted”,  he  was  glimpsit^ 
sotnettung  else. 

It  had  been  a hard  cam- 
paign, but  no  harder  than  be 
expected.  Ife  knew  the  Tories 
were  going  to  come  after  him, 
because  they  are  “the  stopat- 
nothlng  party",  though,  fortu- 
nately, incompetent  at  that  as 
wdQ  as  everyfiilng  else. 

*T  don't  mind  in  the  least,” 
he  said.  ‘T  take  it  as  a comidl- 
mraL  I think  there's  been 
more  sustained  vitriol  against 
me  fban  1 can  remember  any- 
one farfwg  *’  But  he  took  it  as  a 
sort  of  ritual  blooding. 
"People  do  need  to  know  who 
it  is  fh^’re  going  to  elect  as 
the  leader  of  a diffbrent  gov- 
ernment They  want  to  know 
how  you  stand  up.  how  you 
can  handle  it  'HieyYe  wei^ 
it  in  their  minds  the  whole 
time.’’ 

It  was  for  this  reason, 
among  otti^  that  he  had 
taifcai  about  himself  so  much, 
courting  the  charge  of  ego- 
mania, ainngalde  the  aOtO- 
cratic  style  that’s  become  part 
of  folklore.  “When  1 am  under 
hu^  and  sustEdned  attack,  I 
have  to  go  out  and  fi^xt  and 
be  seen  to  fight  Ihis  cam- 
paign bhs  been  very  mud) 
about  putting  me  to  the  test” 
The  experience  has  done 

nnfhing  tO  HiTninish  hlS  SClf- 

on  the  brink  of 
power.  Did  he  not  feel  a tinge 
of  alann,  I asked,  some  tremor 
(rf'  apprehension,  at  what  was 
about  to  bappra? 

No.  1 foel  a sense  of 
excitement" 

"That’s  amazing.  About  to 
faikp  over  the  country,  and  not 
a trace  of  appprirension?" 

"Appririirasicni  is  the  wrong 
word.  I foel  a deep  sense  of 
responsibility,  that  is  cer- 
tainly true.  This  may  sound 
arrogant  and  I drat  mean  it 
to.  But  I have  a vray  clear 
riew  in  my  own  mind  what 
a Labour  government  should 
do  and  what  it  should  be 
about" 

The  view  has  been  homed 
over  many  months  and  years. 

the  interesting  thing,  as  1 
can  testiftr.  Is  how  little  it  has 
changed  in  all  that  time.  The 
Conservattvra,  seizing  on  a 
of  emphasis  here,  an 
adftwrfcd  nuance  there,  to  try 
and  show  Blair  as  a spine- 
loeeiy  shiftily  reed.  ^>rat  the 
riectlon  barking  up  the  wrong 
tree.  Not  only  has  his  consls- 
traor,  for  at  least  the  last  10 
years,  been  absolute,  but  even 
at  this  late  hour  he  shows  an 
undiminisbed  enthusiasm  for 
flxMiing  the  wrads,  yet  again, 
to  say  vrtiat  be  means  by 
radicalism. 

The  "radical  centre"  is  tiie 
verbal  ground  where  he  has 
finally  located  tbe  party.  Be 
inpiefs  it  is  not  an  oxymoron. 
Tf  you  want  to  posh  throu^ 
the  kind  of  radical  changes 
we're  about,  you  have 

to  drive  it  foam  the  centre,”  he 

said.  For  the  centre  was  the 
only  {dace  you  could  build  a 
consensus.  Ifow,  then,  cot^  it 
be  truly  radical?  It  would, 
(usisted,  be  radical  in  its 
consequences.  • , 

When  he  says,  as  he  often 
hae,  that  he  wm  be  more  radi- 
cal in  government  than  any-  j 


There  Is  Car  too  much  politics  from  tbe  top  down  in  Enrope' 


one  expects, . this  does  not 
mean  he  has  a raft  of  secret 
intratioDs  to  countennand  tbe 
apparent  caution  of  what  he 
finds  it  electraally  convenient 
to  presrat  in  public.  Entirely 
to  the  contrary.  A crass, 
maybe  wishful,  error.  What  be 
means  is  that  we  underesti- 
mate what  these . cautious, 
modest  measnres  win  achieve. 

'To  the  end."  he  said,  “the 
diefmxtion  at  radicalian  win 
be  bow  we  adiieve  what  are 
really  very  traditional  aima  of 
the  Labour  Party  — namely, 

Avtanding  (g^ltUDlty,  SOCfol 

Justice,  progress,  a sense  of 
community  rebuilt  But  weH 
he  achieving  them  in  a difibP 
rat  looy." 

TTiis  was  srasetiung  centre- 
left  parties  fhe  worid  over 
were  confronting.  Breaking 
with  the  past  was  a decision 
that  forced  centrism  upon 
them.  We  are  indeed  an  cen- 
trists now.  "Yes,  it  means 
there’s  a coming-tog^her  of 
politics,  because  the  Ideologi- 
cal war  between  state  cratrcd 
and  market  forces  doesn't  hap- 
pen in  the  same  way  any 
more.  You  may  as  well  realise 
that  move  on  from  it  But 

it  . doesn’t  to  say  there 
are  no  issues  about  social  ex- 
duslra  and  jostice." 

‘And  re^strlbution?”  1 
askkt 

‘YsB,  sure.  But  redlstribu- 
tira  win  be  more  about  creat- 
ing opportimity'fbaii  it  wfll  be 
about  taking  a few  quid  off 
one  groiq>  of  people  and  gtvlDg 
tt  to  Other  pe^e  ra  besieat  &i 
goverxunent  es  we  start  to  do 
these  thbigs,  1 think  pe<g)le 
wfll  understrad  better  what  It 
Is  about”' 


OVERNHEINT  is 

a crauUticin  Unk- 
ing seamlessly 
with  Opposition, 
in  which  he  has 
now  nnmpMed  his  studies 
summa  cum  laude.  "We  are 
prbbffoly  better  prepared  than 
any  opposltion  psTty  bas 
>mttn ’’  te  fa  id.  But  thls  wasot 
buUt  on  private  hob-nobbing 
with  the  Whitehall  manda- 
rins. best  preparatira 

you  can  have  is  not  sitting  and 
tbl^nlring  about  institutiOD^ 
structureSi  Those  things  are 
important,  but  whaPs  abso* 
hitely  ‘ critical  is  to  have  re- 


defined the  purposes  of  your 
party,  and  to  have  dearly  in 
your  mind  the  purposes  of 
your  goverrunent” 

Here  we  teetered  on  the 
brink  of  talking  about  Marga- 
ret Thatohra.  In  contemplat- 
ing power,  Blair  sets  enoi^ 
mous  store  by  the  dart^  cf 
his  message.  "John  Prescott 
and  I both  have  an  obsession 
about  this.”  he  said.  "The  poli- 
tics cf  organlsatira  is  very, 
very  impcntant  to  **wmnnnu 
eating  fhe  message  about  your 
ideas."  That  was  what  the  re- 
making of  the  party  had 
lar^Iy  bera  about 

But  tbrae  was  more  to  it 
than  organisatira.  If  tiie  word 
needed  to  go  forth  about  say, 
the  new  government’s  passion 
for  education,  how,  I asked, 
could  the  Prime  Minister 
make  his  Influence  folt  right 
down  to  tiie  levd  of  a sii^e 
school,  which  is  how  he's 
talked  about  it  in  the 

nampaign? 

“By  articulating  very 
dearly  why  it  needs  to  b^ 
pen,"  he  crisply  replied. 
driving  the  process  through. 
And  by  keepli%  on  everyone’s 
hark  until  it’s  done."  It  was, 
he  b^im  to  add  without  men- 
tioning tiie  dreaded  lady’s 
nainn.  basical^  the  way  the 
Tories  had  got  through  their 
trade  ^mion  laws.  Wbicb  is  an 
very  weD.  but  was  his  message 
anything  like  as  dear  as  hers? 
The  reason  Mrs  Thatdier  be- 
came a potent  presence,  folt  if 
not  ww",  at  every  Whitehall 
was  that  everyone 
knew  three  slnmle  things:  if  In 
doubt,  always  be  pro-maritet, 
anti-nnira  antlpuhlic  sec- 
tor. For  Blair,  I soggested. 
there  werrat  these  simple 
rules.  (Sovemment  lifo  could 

be  wwthiTig  liica  ffac  Same.  ‘ 

•T  think  it  win  be,"  he  said, 
shining  with  an  eptimism  that 


has  possibly  hera  denied  to 
people  less  dose  than  he  is  to 
his  project.  T think  people 

win  know  I stood  tx  New 
labour.  And  that  means  the 
obJsctiveB  are  dear,  but  weH 
have  no  dc^ma  or  <focti1ne  in 
the  way  of  getting  results." 

“But  wouldn’t  a bit  of 
dogma  bdp  everyone,  indud- 
Ing  civn  servants,  to  tmder- 
stand  exaefiy  what  you’re  try- 
ing to  do?" 

T don't  mean  ideas  and  ide- 


alism aren’t  important”  he 
said.  What  he  meant  was  that 
no  solution,  to  any  problem 
whatever,  was  to  be  ruled  out 
just  because  an  interest-group 
opposed  it  or  it  flew  in  the 
foce  of  doctrine  from  years 
ago. 

The  first  problem  to  which 
this  governing  style  will  be 
directed  is,  necessarily, 
Europe.  A combination  of  the 
leader's  will  and  his  ability  to 
impoAP  it  on  his  party  — such 
a contrast  with  the  "drift"  and 
“division"  of  the  Tories,  for 
whitfo  Blair  shows  a deeply 
felt  contempt  — will,  he 
♦hiwka,  see  the  beginning  of  a 
fredi  start  though  he  is  cau- 
tious about  what  might 

Tigpppp 


E hgft  plainly  de- 
cided some  of  his 
negotiating  strat- 
egy for  the  Am- 
sterdam summit. 
“One  big  difihrrace  with  the 
Tories  is  that  we  will  be  fight- 
ing the  battles  we  want  to 
fight,  and  not  battles  it  is 
fiyihah  to  fight”  he  gnomlcal- 
ly  proposed.  And  he  wfll  fight 
them  free  of  party  problems. 
There  will  be  no  secondary 
negotiations  when  he  gets 
hank  home.  T don’t  feel  under 
i^mal  pressure  on  Europe.’’ 
The  national  pressure,  how- 
ever, exists.  The  years  of 
Eu^phobic  propaganda  have 
created  a natinnaT  climate, 
and  tbe  fear  that  integration  Is 
moving  too  for  too  fost  is.  says 
Blair  in  Msjor-Uke  terms. 

1 tndarstaTMtahla 

‘T  think  the  problem  arises 
because  that  is  essentially  a 
correct  feeling,"  be  said. 
"Ihm  is  for  too  much  poUttes 
from  foe  top  down  in  Enrqpe, 
The  answer,  however,  is  not  to 
go  phobic.  It  is  to  try  and  re- 
sha^  the  ggAnHa-  i think 
that’s  what  peegite  would  like 
to  have  happen  now.  Whether 
it’s  possible  or  not,  that’s  the 
big  qu^on.  But  it's  at  least 
worth  trying.” 

"Was  integration,  and  not 
dis-lntegatira."  I asked,  "stiH 
the  momentum?"  He  was  im- 
mgriBAly  cautiOUS.  "I  think 
that  over  time,  it's  sensible  to 
co-operate,  of  course.  But 
you’ve  got  to  detomine  the 
areas  cooperatira.  And 
you’ve  got  to  trite  people  with 
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you.  What’s  essential  for 
people  who  basically  <i»gHkp 
the  anti-foreigner  rhetoric  is 
to  realise  that  the  reason  why 
it  has  gaii^  popularity  is 
because  it  is  t^ii%  into  a 
genuine  pph»p  that  isn't  aH  to 
do  with  being  anti-foreignra." 

Some  people  have  chided 
Blair  with  the  thou^t  that  if 
be  gets  a large  majority  today, 
be  will  curse  the  timidity  of 
the  mandate  he  sought.  Faddy 
Ashdown  is  the  foremost  pro- 
ponent of  this  viewpoint  I 
think  it  profoundly  misunder^ 
stands  the  way  the  Labour 
leader  has  always  seen  his 
role  in  government,  never 
more  so  than  now  when  he 
foces  tbe  prospect  of  it  square- 
on. 

Tbe  hardest  thing  he  had  to 
do  in  these  last  fow  weeks,  he 
said,  was  to  give  people  a 
visira  of  hope  without  es^ 
gerating  foe  drama  of  change. 
He  was  “settling  people  down 
with  the  idea  that  they  wfll  get 
change,  but  change  fra  the 
foture,  not  turning  the  clock 
back,  ffoangp  that  will  rebuild 
trust” 

Contrary  to  common  asser- 
tion, be  said,  peoffle  out  tbere. 
unlike  the  were  show- 

ing enthusiasm.  It  was  more 
than  a "»attar  of  merely  fori- 
ing  safe  with  Labour.  “They 
want  a political  leader  and  a 
party  that’s  going  to  say  cer- 
tain. key,  limited  thinp.  I feel 
this  very,  very  deeply.  They 
want  specified,  limited  prom- 
ises made  and  kept” 

To  this  ambition,  the  size  of 
the  majority,  which  be 
remains  -utteriy,  utterly  un- 
sure of  would  be  Irrrievant 
His  prescription  for  govern- 
meot  is  uwihah  not  by  Parlia- 
ment but  by  the  people.  They 
are  cynical  and  dlslflusioned. 
"You’ve  got  to  rebuild  foe 
peon’s  foith  in  politics,  and 
you  do  tt  keeping  these 
pnxnises.’’  Then  there  would 
be  the  next  time.  1 see  the 
second  term,  foe  preoccupa- 
tion of  all  governing  men,  al- 
rrady  looming  "Then  you  can 
say  Xbok,  this  is  foe  diree- 
tlra,  and  we  want  to  go  fur- 
ther’. Thaf  s foe  way  to  do  it 
The  big  mistake  made  by  a lot 
of  people  on  the  left  is  that 
they  think  you  rebuild  foe 
peck’s  foith  by  promising 
them  the  earfo.” 


LOVE  my  five-yearly  mo- 
ment of  democracy.  It 
makes  me  feel  so  impor- 
tant and  grown  up.  in  the 
same  way  that  ordering  a pint 
of  beer  makes  you  feel  when 
you’re  , and  stiU  would  if  you 
were  only  allowed  to  do  it 
once  every  five  years. 

Every  part  of  the  process  is 
a joy:  remembering  where  l^’e 
Irit  the  priling  card,  strolling 
round  to  the  church,  marking 
the  paper  saying  “Of  course  I 
haven’t  vot^  for  you,  you 
Tory  bastard"  to  the  smug- 
looking woman  with  a cup- 
board and  tattji’  blue  rosette, 
and  wandering  outside  with 
an  "Is  that  It?"  feeling. 

Today,  to  lengthen  the  pro- 
cess, while  marking  my  cross 
by  the  Labour  candidate  ITl 
remind  myself  that  Tony  Blair 
is  quite  r^t  when  he  insists 
that  Labour's  principles 
haven’t  chained.  For  Labour 
was  alwajrs  led  by  spineless, 
bullying,  flag-waving  career- 
ists who  spent  all  day  grovel- 
ling to  big  businessmen. 

That’s  why  I don’t  under- 
stand people  who  say  they 
can’t  vote  Labour  this  time 
because  Tony  Blair  has  grae 
too  for.  Further  than  Attlee, 
who  secretly  ordered  nuclear 
weapons?  Further  than  Wil- 
son. who  backed  tbe  Vietnam 
war?  What  thej-’re  saying  is; 
“Napaiming  a village  I could 
trierate,  but  privatising  air 
traffic  control  is  overstepping 
the  mark." 

Besides,  weighing  up  the 
park’s  policies  is  no  way  to 
decide  who  to  vote  for,  as  foe 
people  with  the  real  power 
stay  in  charge  whoever  wins. 
For  example,  there's  all  this 
talk  of  how  many  MPs  foe 
Liberal  Democrats  need  to 
exert  influence  on  a Labour 
government  but  Lord  Ayling, 
the  chairman  of  British  Air- 
ways. will  have  loads  of  influ- 
ence and  he’s  not  even 
standing. 

Consultations  with  ebair- 
men  like  this  wfll  be  part  of 
tbe  new  “partnership”  be- 
twera  government  and  busi- 
ness. which  will  involve  un- 
elected businessmen  telling 
tbe  elected  Prime  Minister 
what  he  can  and  can’t  do.  It 
will  be  a simflar  partnership 
to  the  one  I had  recent!^  with 
a bloke,  who  came  round  to  fix 
the  radiators.  Gordon  Brown 
will  turn  up  to  business  meet- 
ings and  hover  awkwardly  in 
foe  bad^round  saying  thinp 
like:  “Riiht,  so  are  you 
doing  there  then?  Oh  I see. 
What  does  that  bit  do?  Er. 
would  you  like  a cup  of  tra 
whole  3rou're  forcing  down  the 
value  of  the  pound?” 

If  we  were  voting  fbr  these 
businessmen  today,  after 


they'd  spent  weds  knocking 
on  doors  saying  “Good  after- 
noon. 1 want  to  be  in  control  of 
a bank  so  that  i can 
merge  aS  the  branches,  sack 
half  the  workforce  and  douUe 
my  salary.  Can  I count  on 
your  support  on  polling  da)’?", 
and  received  a i^ority  of  the 
votes  cast,  then  foir  enough. 

The  real  reason  why  there 
won’t  be  a return  to  the 
glm^y  undemocratic  practice 
of  union  leaders  having  beer 
and  sandwiches  at  Number  10 
is  that  there’ll  be  no  room, 
because  the  place  will  be  full 
of  businessmen  having  cham- 
pagne and  vbls-au-\'enL 

But  though  the  handftil  of 
characters  who  run  Britain 
will  have  no  problem  keeping 
Blair  under  their  wing,  they 
may  have  more  difficulty 
with  millions  of  people  grow- 
ing increasingly  furious 
about  rhe  way  the  poor  are 
treated  by  the  rich. 

W’hich  Is  why  there’s  every 
reason  to  \*ote  Labour.  New 
Labour  might  grovel  to  the 
rich  and  powerful,  but  the 
Tories  are  the  rich  and  power- 
fuL  So,  despite  the  best  efforts 
of  Blair  and  Mandelson,  a 
vote  for  Labour  is  still  an 
expression  of  wanting  to  look 
after  society.  Whereas  a vote 
for  the  Tories  is  an  expres- 
sion of  wanting  to  look  after 
yourself. 

This  is  why  so  few*  people 
admit  to  being  Tories,  and 
even  then  lie  about  their 
reasons,  like  sportsmen  tvho 
went  to  apartheid  South 
.Africa  decLnring  “We’U  be 
doing  good  work  by  bringing 
sport  to  foe  people"  etc,  and 
never  “Wahee)’,  TQ  be  able  to 
buy  a stinking  great  boat  with 
an  this  cash.” 

Similarly,  Tories  say 'T  still 
feel  that  the  Tories  are  best 
placed  to  meet  tbe  challenges 
of  modern  Britain",  and 
never  "1  reckon  I'll  save  two 
quid  a week  in  tax  and  then  I 
can  get  a new  blender,  so 
bollocks  to  the  Health  Service 
'cos  I’m  not  111." 

And  that  means  that  tomor- 
row should  be  a fontastic  day 
for  foe  huge  numbers  who 
want  real  change,  not  because 
Blair  will  do  anything  to 
bring  it  about  but  because 
we'll  all  feel  more  confident 
about  fighting  for  It. 


B»boui 

■■tepoi 


VEN  SO,  tiie  day  is 
bound  to  be  subtly 
Oed  by  those  people 
on  the  left  who  are  deter- 
mined to  be  miserable.  The 
ones  who  greet  any  victory 
with:  “But  will  it  really 
change  anything  much?"  The 
sort  who.  if  they  were  in  Wil- 
liam Wallace's  victorious 
army  against  foe  English, 
would  have  said:  "So  what?  I 
bet  in  400  years  the  En^hsh 
are  ruling  us  again,  so  whafs 
the  point?" 

Surely,  if  you’ve  any 
respect  for  true  democracy  at 
all  you’ll  realise  that,  if 
you’ve  shouted  "Tories  out" 
at  any  i^t  during  the  last  18 
years,  it’s  your  du^  to  get 
drunk  until  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, whether  the  *^hainnan  of 
British  Airways  says  you  can 
or  not 


Blair  caught 
taking  down 
under  clothes. 

AS  A WORKING 
MODEL  FOR  WHAT 
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Robert  Tbylor  says  the 
ideas  and  aims  whieh 
clothe  New  Labaur 
come  from  the  Antipodes, 


TO  DO,  nof  America.  And  that 


LOOK  NOT 
OVER  THE 


should  worry 
us  off.  Only 
in  The  Spectator, 
out  today. 


ATLANTIC  BUT  TO 
DOWN  UNDER.  99 


THE 


Getting  to  the  heart  of  the  body  voliiic 
and  SfnUms  some  arterial  blood. 


12  OBITUARIES 

Biju  Patnaik 


Pilot  of  Indian  politics 


BIJU  Patnaik,  who 
has  died  in  Delhi 
a^  81,  was  one  of 
the  fast  dwindling 
band  ofladian  pol- 
iticians who  took  part  in  lie 

indq^dence  movement.  He 
was  a maverick  in  that  move- 
ment anri  remained  a maver- 
idt  ^ the  rest  of  bis  political 
career,  which  lasted  until  the 
he  died. 

Inspired,  when  he  was  Just 
11  years  old,  by  meeting  Ma- 
hatma f^anrihi,  Patnaik  joined 
the  freedom  movement  as  a 
young  Tnan.  However.  he  did 
not  fcJlow  the  example  of 
those  “fi^eedom  fighters*'  who 
sou^t  during  the  war- 
time Quit  India  movement  by 
mateinp  Qery  Speeches  de- 
manding an  immediate  end  to 
British  rule.  Fatn^  went  to 
jail  — fortunately,  because  it 
became  an  almost  essential 
qualification  for  a political 
career  in  independent  India 
— but  by  a very  different 
route. 

It  appeared  that  be  had 
joined  the  British  when  he 
enlisted  as  a pilot  in  the  Royal 
Tnritan  Afr  FoTce,  and  ac- 
quired a reputation  for  cour- 
age bordering  on  recklessness 
during  the  Burma  campaign 
against  the  Japanese.  He  was 
in  transport  command  and 
matte  lanriings  which  Other 
pilots  would  have  refused  to 
make  to  rescue  Brid^  fom- 
illes  trapp«l  by  the  advancing 
Japanese.  But  at  the  same 
time  he  was  dropping  leaflets 
to  troops  In  the  Indian  army 
urging  them  to  forget  their 
loyalty  to  the  British,  and  fer- 
rying leaders  of  the  Indian 


National  Congreas  to  secret 
meetings.  Ite  did  little  to  bide 
these  activities  and  so  it  came 
as  no  surprise  when  he  was 
court-martialled  and  impris- 
oned. Patnaik  was  not 
released  fhmi  jail  until  1946 
vdien  the  war  was  over. 

After  indes^ence  Patna  fir 
returned  to  his  derring-do  fly- 
ing, carrying  troops  into 
Kashmir  when  that  state  was 
in  danger  being  overrun  by 
Pakistan  in  1947,  and  then 
intervening  in  the  Indonesian 
independence  struggle.  He 
managed  to  get  into  Java  and 


fly  tiro  of  the  leaders  of  liie 
independence  movement  to 
safety  in  India.  At  the  same 
time,  he  started  a successflil 
business  career,  which  made 
him  unusual  among  Indian 
politicians  by  giving  him  an 
independent  income.  One  oS 
his  ventores  was  to  found  an 
airline,  which  was  later 
merged  with  the  nationally 
Indian  Airlines. 

It  was  India’s  first  prime 
minister,  Jawaharlal  Nehru, 
who  gave  Patnaik  his  big 
break  in  politics.  Patnaik  had 
reorganised  the  Congress 
Fa^  in  the  eastern  state  of 
Orissa  (his  home  stateX  and 
enabled  it  m 1961  to  win  back 
power  flxim  a con^meration 
of  politicians  dominated  by 
former  maharajas.  Nehru  was 
so  impressed  that  after  the 
body-blow  of  the  Chinese 
army’s  penetration  across  In- 
dia's Himalayan  borders  in 
1962,  he  summoned  Patnaik  to 
DelhL 

Patnaik  was  given  an  office 
near  to  Nehru’s,  and  en- 
trusted with  secret  missions. 


many  of  them  concerned  with 
attempts  to  revive  file  aimed 
forces’  and  indeed  the. 
nation’s  morale  by  re-arming 
with  America’s  heU).  Jobn 
Kenneth  Oalbraifii,  who  was 
the  American  ambassador, 
remembers  one  meeting 
which  started  with  Patnaik 
asking  whether  his  (rfflce  was 
bused  and  then  going  on  to 
discuss  "subjects  so  secret 
that  they  were  hardly 
mentioned”. 

Althou^  Fatnaik's  proxim- 
ity to  Nehru  caused  resent 
ment  among  jealous  minis- 
ters, it  did  give  him  a seat  at 
the  top  table  of  the  Congress 
^urty.  In  1965  he  opposed  In- 
dira becoming  prime 


in  which  lodiia  Gandhi  was 
bumfliated,  Patnaik  h???*"**  a 
minifltor  In  the  Janata  Party 
govemment  which  followed. 
But  the  Janata  Party  was  an 
unhappy  merger  of  the  main 
parties  opposed  to  Indira 
nanriht  anri  proved  nngtahla, 

With  the  m^yrlal  Patnaik 
playing  no  small  rOle  in  creat- 
ing the  crisis  that  brought  tbe 
govemment  down. 

It  wasn’t  until  Indira 
(Sandhi’s  son  Rajiv  was  assas- 
sinated in  tbe  middle  of  the 
1991  general  election  that  Pat- 
naik’s  political  career 
revived.  He  lead  the  oampaign 
in  Orissa,  won  a convincing 
victtay  over  the  Congress  and 
became  chirf  minister  of  the 


J K Galbraith  remembers  one  meeting 
which  started  with  Patnak  asking 
whether  his  office  was  bugged  and  then 
going  on  to  discuss  ‘subjects  so  secret 
that  they  were  hardly  mentioned* 


minister  when  her  fetber's 
successor,  1^  Rahaitnr  Shas- 
tzi,  died.  Patnaik  wanted  file 
(Congress  Party  to  choose  Mor- 
aiji  Oesai,  the  veteran  dis- 
ciple of  Mahatma  GandhL  Pat- 
naik was  sent  to  jail  again 
when  Indira  (Hmdbi  arreted 
all  her  prominent  opponents 
and  declared  a state  of  emer- 
gency in  1975.  After  he  and  the 
other  leaders  <^the  oppositicm 
were  released  in  1977.  Patnaik 
campaigned  vigorously  in  the 
subs^uent  general  election 


state  for  tbe  second  time.  He 
survived  a full  term  in  office 
but  was  not  able  to  fidfil  his 
ambitious  promises  to  indus- 
trialise one  of  India’s  poorest 
states. 

The  electoFate  demanded  a 
price  from  him  in  the  1996 
election  to  the  state  assembly, 
choosing  Ctmgress  to  rale 
Orissa  again.  Patnaik  bc^ed 
that  his  party,  vriUch  was  by 
then  the  Janata  Dak  would 
take  him  into  file  coalition 
government  in  Delhi,  but  he 


was  disappointed.  That  gov- 
erameiit  too  proved  unstable. 
Patnaik  described  the  Janata 
leaders  as  "a  bunch  of 
lobsters  in  an  open  can  busy 
pulZii^  one  another  down.” 
ignoring  the  fect  fiut  be  had 
bran  no  mean  lobster  himself. 

Patna’s  volatile  and  auto- 
cratic temperament  and  bis 
inability  to  hide  his  contempt 
far  his  cdleagues,  made  it 
impossible  for  him  to  accept  a 
second  rank  position  for  long. 
He  was  mly  abte  to  survive  in 
high  office  when  he  could 
rinminattj  Qie  pgltHpal  tend- 

scape,  as  he  did  during  his 
second  teem  as  chief  minister 
of  Orissa. 

In  spite  of  the  private  in- 
come. which  took  care  of  the 
finanniai  pressures  most  In- 
dian politicians  suffer  flmn, 
he  was  unable  to  keep  his 
name  out  of  corrupt^  scan- 
dals, although  nothing  was 
ever  proved  against  bhri. 

With  PatnaDE*s  death  India 
has  lost  one  of  its  most  coloar^ 
fill  poUtirians.  and  a man 
who,  if  his  remarkable  abili- 
ties and  energy  bad  been  dis- 
ciplined and  directed,  might 
well  have  played  a major,  not 
just  a minor  rede,  on  the  polit- 
ical stage  of  the  world’s  laig- 
est  democracy. 

Patnaik  firom  an  aris- 
tocratic fomily.  He  married 
and  bad  three  children.  His 
only  daughter  is  the  writer 
GitaAtehta. 


Tidly 


Thursday  ^^ay  1 1997 


BIjoyanananda  (Biju)  Patnaik, 
pilot  and  polttld^  bem  Man^ 
5. 1916;  died  April  17. 1997 
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Blectitm  time  in  Orissa ...  Bijn  Patnaik  casts  bis  vote,  March  1995 


Letters 


Scon/QT  Afedicks  writes:  May  1 
correct  one  aspect  of  the 
otherwise  excellent  and  well- 
documented  obituary  of 
Chaim  Herzos  by  Lawrence 
Jofib  (April  ISi.  The  heavily 
fortified  Jordanian  fortress  at 
Latrun  dominated  and  cut  the 
main  Tel  Aviv  to  Jerusalem 
road.  Chaim  Beix<^  knew 
very  wril  that  its  capture  was 
imperative.  But  ff  was  never 
captured  in  1948,  as  stated  by 
Lawrence  Joffb.  With  only  a 
pitiful  supply  of  light  arms, 
the  nascent,  not  fully  trained, 
Jewish  forces  moimted  three 
heroic  onslaughts  with  heavy 
loss  of  life.  Some  were  volun- 
teers from  abroad,  some  were 
holocaust  survivors,  who 
came  to  help  the  me^re  tfo- 
gnnah  and  Palmach  forces. 
Hastily  prepared  armoured 
convoys  tri^  to  break  tbe 
siege  to  Jerusalem  by  run- 
ning the  gauntlet  of  fire  from 
Latrun.  Some  got  through  and 
were  joyously  greeted.  Their 
brave  testimony  lies  as  shell- 
pitted  wrecks,  placed  beside 
today's  modern  highway  as 
memorials.  Yitzhak  Rabin, 
commander  of  the  Bar  El  bri- 
g^e  managed  to  secure  the 
hills  to  Jerusalem.  His  men 
tt^ether  with  volunteers  car- 
ried food  supplies  on  their 
backs.  Jeru^em  was  finally 
relieved  by  the  brilliant  con- 
struction. mainly  by  night,  ctf 
a bypass  round  Latrun, 
carved  in  places  through 
rock.  It  was  known  as  the 
Burma  Road  or  Road  of 
Valour. 

J C Gibson  writes:  Tm  sure 
David  Keith-Lucas  (obituary. 
April  22)  would  not  have 
wished  the  wrong  influence  to 
be  attributed  to  one  of  his 
works.  The  brilliance  of  the 
English  Electric  rjghtning 
fighter  aircraft  arose  entirely 
bum  the  exceptionally  tal- 
ented design  team  at  Warton 
and  owed  nothing  at  all  to  the 
SB5.  This  was  buUt  to  satisfy 
RAE  Faraborough,  partly  to 
convince  themselves  that  the 
Lightnings  already  chosen 
swept  wing  would  fly  well  at 
low  speeds,  but  also  to  prove 
that  the  tail  should  be  set 
high  on  the  fin.  In  this  latter 
point  tbey  were  disastrously 
wrong.  Warton  knew  this  per- 
fectly well,  having  correctly 
set  it  as  low  as  po^ble. 


Jackdaw 


'Ik 


Film  fatigue 

YOU  have  flown  across  e^t 
time  zones  to  get  to  the  most 
glamorous  film  festival  in  the 
world  and  your  body  is  deeply 
confused.  It  is  lo  at  night 
Cannes  time  and  you  have 
been  watching  movies — no, 
you've  been  watching  cinema 
— since  8.30  in  the  morning, 
with  brief  intervals  when  you 
emerge  from  the  dark  Into 
the  bUnding  blasts  of  Medi- 
terranean sunlight  to  gulp 
down  a $5  demitasse  of 
espresso  before  fighting  the 
crowds  storming  the  dMrs  of 
the  next  screening.  Now  you 
are  watching  a Cambodian 
film  that  appears  to  be  about 
rice  growing.  Tbe  dialogue  is 


John  Pick 


News 

from 

York 


The  journalist  John  Pick, 
who  has  died  aged  63, 
was  known  throui^out 
the  trade  — and  with  ab^ute 
justice  by  the  Shakespear- 
ean-sounding  title  of  "Pick  of 
York”.  There  was  notltii^  for 
miles  suound  which  escaped 
his  canny  eye  for  a national, 
and  often  international,  piece 
news. 

It  might  be  the  lin^ring 
death  oflocal  train-malting;  it 
could  have  been  tbe  writ^ 
vet  James  Heriot  being 
mauled  in  his  garden  by  a 
particularly  fierce  type  of 
Yorkshire  sheep.  Within  min- 
utes (because  be  well  under- 
stood tbe  importance  of  dead- 
lines), he  would  have  the  tag 
“from  Pick  of  York”  clattering 
on  Fleet  Street  teleprinters  or, 
more  recently,  flickering  up 
on  romputer  screens  in  Wap- 
pii%  or  Farringdon  Road. 

His  agency's  stories  were 
invariably  well-received, 
standing  out  — with  balf-a- 
dozen  other  r^onal  outfits  — 
from  the  dross-filled  pile 
which  arrives  every  day  on  a 
national  newsdesk.  But  Pick's 
greater  achievement  was  to 
teach  file  skills  of  journalism 
and  news  photogra^y  to  an 
impressive  number  of  keen 
young  apprentices,  many  of 
them  now  national  names. 

His  morning  greeting  of 
*‘Any  stories,  boy  [or  lass]?” 
sumnied  up  a pro-active  ap- 
proach to  news-gathering 
which  has  grown  rarer  as  the 
media,  ever  larger  and  more 
varied,  feeds  on  itself  by  pick- 
ing up  and  rflff^iing  other 
people’s  work.  Pick's  staff  nat- 
urally plundered  the  local 
Yorieshire  Evening  Press  but 
won  almost  as  many  small 
scoops  of  their  own;  and  in 
Pick  hittigpif,  they  had  the 
priceless  asset  of  a man  who 


in  impenetrable  language, 
the  subtitles  are  in  French,  so 
you  listen  through  muffled 
earphones  tqa  curt  British, 
feniale  voice  rea^Ung  a simul- 
taneous translation  with  all 
file  passion  of  a computerised 
telephone  instruction. 

Suddenly  exhaustion  hi- 
jacks your  body.  Youreyelids 
grow  heavy  as  the  effects  of 
jetlag,  last  night's  starting-at- 
mldnlgbt  party  and  too  many 
Eastern  European  movies 
about  political  torture  makg 
it  impossible  to  hold  on  to 
consciousness . . . you  begin 
to  hallucinate ...  a gismt  fish 
appears  to  be  swimming 
across  tbe  Cambodian  coun- 
tryside...  you  need  a candy 
bar . . . sleep . . . food ...  a bed 
...  a vacation  in  the  south  of 
France.  Cannes  is  not  for  sis- 
sies. Thirteen  nonstop  days 
of  movie-going  can  r^uce 
any  film  critic  to  a wraith  out 
of  The  Night  oftheUoing 
Dead. 

Oir^essmnsQfa  Cannescritic 
in  Newsweek 

Poetiy  lives 

COME  the  millennium  we  get 
polls:  Nick  Hornby's  list  of 


John  Pick ...  entrepreneor 

could  see  how  a downpage 
filler,  further  researched, 
could  turn  into  a News  at  Ten 
and  finalli^  or  a Guardian 
"basen^t”.  at  the  bottom  of 
the  paper's  front  page. 

Pick  learnt  Ms  alrilte  fntng 
foofiiaU  reports  as  a 14-year- 
old  schooIbQy  at  Pocklington, 
b^een  York  and  tbe  gentry 
estates  (then  and  evei  now 
surprisingly  feudal)  of  tbe 
North  and  Bast  Riding’s 
Wolds.  An  entrepreneur  at 
heart,  he  set  up  his  agency  in 
York  in  the  1990s.  initi^ 
servicing  London  gossip 
columns  with  coverage  of 
Yorkshire’s  great  manstons, 
their  debs  and  their  flashy 
guests  (including  Princess 
Maigaret  and  young  Tray 
Armstrong-Jraes,  pioneering 
tbe  silk  turtle-neck  shirt  at  the 
Sykes  family  domain  of  Sled- 
mere  HaU). 

Such  revelations  were 
rushed  back  to  cramped  cf- 
flees,  tbe  pictures  develcgied 
while  a secretary  clattered  out 
the  captions;  a reporter  ran 
down  three  flights  of  stairs 
and  scorched  off  to  York 
station  to  catch  the  Manches- 
ter train  to  time  for  the  na- 
tionals' first  editions.  Comput- 
ers made  the  rush  less 
picturesque,  but  Pick  of  York 
never  fhiied  to  file  on  time. 

Pick  was  a well4cnown  char- 
acter in  York,  always  wearing 
a trademark  bow  tie.  He 
leaves  ^ wife  Vivien,  a son 
and  a daughter;  and,  of 
course.  Pick  of  Yoric,  which 
will  continue  to  keep  the  city 
and  the  region  in  the 
headlines. 


Martin  WafaiMfright 


John  Pick,  Journalist,  bom  De- 
cember 25.  1933;  died  April  28. 
1997 


classic  pop  songs,  the 
nation’s  fevourite  poems,  the 
books’ofthecentu^.the  100 
best  pain  tings  in  Britain. 
This  oigy  of  polling  has  been 
revealii^  for  poet^  because 
it  has  helped  to  bring  out  the 
secret  life  of  poems:  the  w^ 
people  actally  use  poems  in 
their  lives. 

Just  as  most  of  tbe  best- 
selling novels  are  pasted  on 
by  word  of  mouth,  tliere  is  a 
flourishing  trade  in  samizdat 
poems.  Poems  like 
Flight”.  “Do  Not  Stand  On  My 
Grave  And  Weep”  and 
“Jenny  Joseph’s  Warning” 
have  been  copied  inces- 
santly, passed  on  and  many 
who  read  them  never  know 
the  identity  of  the  author. 
This  can  tte  galling  for  the 
poet  but  at  least  it  proves  the 
poem  is  alive. 

Poetry  reiiew  looks  at  the 
secretl^ttfpoems 

Road  to  hell 

THE  advantage  of  playing 
music  in  your  car  is  that  no 
one  else  can  hear  it,  which 
meansyou  can  sing  along  to 
that  ABBA  album  you  se- 
cretly love  without  focing  the 


Dudley  Pope 


On  the  high  seas  with  Forester 


Dudley  pope,  the 
naval  histmian  and 
author,  who  has  died 
£«ed  71,  was  orasid- 
ered  by  C S Forester  of  the 
^rnblower  novels  as  his 
natural  successor  after  writ- 
ing an  account  of  fiie  Battle  of 
Trafalgar  called  England  Ex- 
pects in  1959.  Forester  sug- 
gested he  should  turn  his 
iianri  to  naval  fiction. 

Pope  had  no  naval  back- 
ground (apart  from  a ship- 
owning  ancestor  in  Plymouth 
in  Neon’s  time),  but  ac- 
quired a love  of  the  sea  from 
the  books  of  Michael  Scott 
and  Captain  Manyat  in  his 
grandfather's  library. 

Born  to  Ashford  to  Kent  to 
1925,  he  Joined  the  Merchant 
Navy  as  a midshipman,  in 
194L  concealing  the  fect  that 
be  was  only  16.  He  was  torp& 
doed  aboard  the  motorship 
SilverwiUow  while  in  a con- 
voy returaing  from  Freetown 
to  October  1942.  He  suffered 
spinal  injuries,  and  after  a 
series  of  operations  and  a 
protracted  spell  in  hospital, 
was  invalid^  out  He  as- 
cribed the  orpins  of  his  in- 
terest in  naval  history  to  tbe 
reading  he  did  during  his 
enforced  idleness. 

In  1943  he  started  work  as  a 
journalist  on  a local  news- 
paper in  Kent,  but  soon 
moved  to  Fleet  Str^  as  the 
naval  and  defence  correspon- 
dent of  the  Even^  News.  In 
1957  he  was  appointed  deputy 
foreign  editor,  and  in  1959 
resigned  to  write  books  ftiU 
time. 

While  on  the  Evening  News 
he  wrote  four  books  of  naval 
history:  Flag  ^ on  the  coastal 
forces  In  the  Mediterranean; 
Hie  Battle  of  the  Hioer  Plater. 
73  North,  on  the  battle  of  the 
Barents  Sea;  and  England  Ex- 
peas. which  was  published  in 
November  1959,  the  month  he 
resigned- 

Dudley  had  lived  aboard 
boats  when  be  could  and  now 
moved  to  Italy,  living  and 
cruising  with  his  wife  Kay 
aboard  a 42ft  ketch. 

In  1962  he  published  At 


scorn  and  ridicule  of  friends 
and  colle^ues.  But  with  driv- 
ing  songs,  it  is  clear  that  tfiia 
liberty  is  being  taken  too  fer. 
The  full  top  10  Is: 

1 Country  Road— John 

Denver 

9 Bohemian  Whapfindy — 

Queen 

3 New  York,  hfew  York — 
Frank  Sinatra 
4HotelCalifoiiila — The 
Eagles 

5 American  Fie — Don 
MacLoan 

6 Brown-Eyed  girl — Van 
Morrison 

7 Roll  With  It — Oasis 
SBorntoRim — Bruce 
Springsteen 

9 Staixway  to  Heaven — Led 

Zeppelin 

10  Respect — Aretha 
Franklin 

The  nation’sfiampite  in-oor 
entertainmatt,asdiscmered 
byFHM 

Podgy  pets 

A DOG  may  be  a man's  best 
friend,  but  does  that  mean  he 
should  tuck  into  curry  and 
beer  with  the  lads  every  Fri- 
day ni^t?  Curries,  buigers 
and  chips,  chocolate  bls^ts 


Twetoe  Mr  HyiW  Shot, 
the  account  of  the  machina- 
tions of  the  18th-century  Ad- 
miralty to  find  a scap^ioat 
for  the  shortcomings  of  their 
political  masters,  which  fem- 
onsly  attracted  the  interven- 
tion of  Voltaire  (representing 
tte  enemy  side!)  on  Admiral 
Byng’s  behalf. 

The  book,  like  all  Pope’s 
woiks  of  history,  was  meticu- 
lously research^  and  oiga- 
nised  into  a hi^ily  readable 
narrative.  Without  understat- 
ing the  unlikeabmty  of  Byng. 
it  left  the  reader  feeling  pro- 
foundly disturbed  by  the  cyn- 
ical way  in  which  be  was 
sacrificed  to  political  ex- 
pediency. 

This  was  followed  by  The 
Black  Skip,  tbe  account  of  the 
mutiny  on  HMS  Hermione, 
Guns,  and  The  Great  Gamdle, 


the  detailed  history  Nel- 
son’s battle  at  Copenhagen 
for  which  Pope  had  access  to 
recently  rediscovered  Danish 
records.  Dudley  had  tte  ad- 
vantage (tf'  having  sailed  in 
those  waters  in  his  own 
ketch,  and  could  understand 
— and  communicate  to  his 
readers  — the  problems  of 
wind  and  water  which  Nel- 
son and  Admiral  Hyde 
Paiker  had  feced  a century 
and  a half  earlier. 

Later  te  was  able  to  do  tbe 
same  with  Captain  Henry 
Morgan’s  trips  for  his  biogra- 
phy Harry  Morffui’s  Way,  in 
which  all  the  distances 
recorded  for  Morgan’s  voy- 
ages were  based  on  tbe  de^ 
reckoning  of  his  own 
voyages. 

In  1965  Pope  pushed  the 
first  title  in  the  immensely 


Dudley  Pope ...  naval  historian,  prolific  novelist- 


and  a frill  Sunday  roast  every 
weekend  are  just  a few  of  the 
"treats"  tte  1996  Hills  Pet 
fUiTnmgf  of  the  year  final  i«»g 
indulged  in  before  they  began 
their  diets.  Many  of  us  feed 
our  pets  as  if  thi^were 
human,  for^tttog  that  one 
chocolate  biscuit  for  a dog  at 
elevenses  is  like  the  owner 
eating  a whole  packet  So  it’s 
no  surprise  that  the  UK  is  a 
nation  of  poi^  pooc^  and 
feline  fettles.  Accordii^  to  a 
survey  commissioned  by 
Hfll’sPet  Nutrition,  52  per 
cent  of  d^  and47per  cent  of 
cats  in  the  UK  are  over- 
weight But  now  it’s  easy  to 
help  your  pets  slim  down. 
JtisortiyamaUeroftime  b^ue 
we  hearaJmittmoreacpas.  in 
DogsMmMfy 

Grand  gesture 

BIRTH  Is  a lottery  but  if  the 
silver  spoon  Sails  to  material- 
ise, at  least  you  won’t  worry 
while  you're  a baby.  Money 
mSQi  be  a major  issue  for  your 
parents,  however,  as  they  try 
to  meet  the  additional  costs, 
with  luck,  grandparents  are 
so  imprest  by  tte  new 
arrival  ttet  they  will  lay 


down  some  money  for  tiie 
grandchild's  future — maybe 
a savings  plan  maturing 
when  the  child  reaches  18,  or 
a lump  sum  to  avoid  inheri- 
tance tax.  As  a grandparat, 
don’t  foiget  that  what  seemed 
like  a good  idea  for  the  first 
grandchild  can  become  oner 
ous  as  the  numbers  increase. 
(I  have  five  godchildren.) 
ApoidingsibUngriaabycan 
beet^msUx  according  to  Har- 
rodsBankNeiosletter 


popular  Ramage  series,  and 
from  then  on  wrote  more  fic- 
tion than  non-fiction.  Apart 
from  tte  18  Ramage  titles  be 
wrote  two  naval  novels  set  in 
the  second  world  war.  and 
three  in  the  ITth  century. 

In  tte  late  1960s  tte  Popes 
moved  to  tte  West  Indies, 
first  basing  thraiselves  in 
Grenada  in  the  Windward  Is- 
lands. and  later  (after  the 
purchase  of  their  ketch  Ra- 
mi^) in  Culebra.  between  St 
Thomas  and  Puerto  Rica, 
then  tte  British  Virgin  Is- 
lands. and  finally  in  St  Mar- 
tin in  the  FYench  West  Indies. 

In  1985  Dudley's  health  per- 
suaded them  to  give  up  the 
boat  and  to  settle  ashore  in  St 
Martin,  and  in  1989  loss  of 
manory  associated  with  tte 
spinal  juries  suffered  to  tte 
1942  torp^k^  forced  him  to 
abandon  vrrlting  altogether. 
He  died  In  St  Martin  last 
Friday. 

FOr  tte  greater  part  of  his 
writing  career,  Dudley’s  pub- 
lisher was  the  late  Barley 
Alison,  first  at  Weidenfeld  & 
Nicolson,  and  later  under  her 
own  imprint  at  tte  Alison 
Press  (in  association  with 
Seeker  & Warburg). 

Living  an  ocean  apart, 
author  and  pubUster  met  sd- 
dom,  but  they  carried  on  a 
voluminous  (and  often 
heated)  correspondence,  on 
topics  ranging  from  the 
weather  (on  which  Dudley 
naturally  kept  a close  and 
professional  eye)  to  peditics, 
on  whiirii  their  views  were 
diametrically  opposed.  They 
were  boQi  great  talkers,  and 
on  the  rare  occasions  when 
they  did  meet  they  addressed 
each  other  loudly  and  simul- 
taneously, barely  pausing  for 
breath  until  one  or  c^er  of 
them  left  tbe  room. 

Dudley  Pope  leaves  a wid- 
ow, Kay,  and  a dau^ter, 
Jane  Victoria. 


John  McLaughlin 


Lead  on ...  Dog  Monthly 


Dudley  Bernard  Egerton  Pope, 
writer  bom  December  29, 1925, 
died  April  25, 1997. 


Home  comforts 

LUWIES:  Outwardly  confi- 
dent, yet  often  maskii^  a frag- 
ile, tosecure  ego.  luwies 
court  others’  esteem  yet  at  tte 
same  time  often  crave  pri- 
vacy, and  their  homes  reflect 
this  diversity.  The  interior 
decor  is  often  generally  un- 

co-ordlnated  and  chosen  tbr 
effect;  it  tends  to  be  ostenta- 
tious and  rather  01T.  Com- 
mon professions  include  the 
oiedia.  modelling  or  any  high- 
powered  people  career.  Com- 
mon features  include  neo- 
Geoigian.  neo-Tudor  or 
Mediterranean  style. 

Exhibitionists:  These  extro- 
vert characters  need  constant 
praise  and  attention,  and  al- 
ways want  to  be  bigger  and 
better  than  the  rest — in 
other  words  two  steps  ahead 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  Jones.  They 
are  quite  happy  to  sacrifice 
privacy  in  the  search  for  es- 
teem. so  their  homes  tend  to 
be  open  plan  and  “in  your 
face”  — perhaps  brightly 
coloured  and  without  net  cur- 
tains but  always  standing  out. 

Social  slobs:  Highly  social 
and  with  little  need  for  praise 


Birthdays 


Naim  Attallah.  publisher. 
Quartet  Books.  66:  Gary 
Bartini,  conductor.  70; 
Isabel  Canovas,  model.  52; 
Steve  Canthen,  jockey.  37: 
Ian  Cnrteis,  playwright.  S2: 
Professor  Lord  (Ralf) 
Dahrendorf,  sociologist. 
Warden,  St  Antony’s  College. 
Oseford,  68:  David  Freeman, 
opera  and  theatre  director. 
4%  Glenn  Ford,  actor.  81:  Dr 
Mlcbael  Goldstein,  vice- 
chancellor,  Coventry 
University.  58;  Gordon 
Greenidge.  cricketer,  46: 
Donna  Hartley,  athlete.  42: 
Joseph  Heller,  novelist.  74: 
Sir  Robert  Hill,  deputy 
president.  Institute  of  Marine 
Engineers.  60;  Prof  Philip 
Elne,  sculptor,  63:  Joanna 
Lumley,  actress.  Si:  Sir 
Bruce  McPhalL  managing 
director,  P&O.  58;  JuUan 
Mitcbell,  writer  and 
playwright,  62;  Bo  Nilsson, 
composer,  60;  Arctale 
Norman,  chief  executive, 
Asda  Group,  43;  Dame 
Felicity  Peake,  flist 
director,  WRAP.  84;  Brenda 
Pettennzzo,  teacher  and 
writer,  45;  Sonny  Ram- 
adhin,  cricketer.  68;  Sir  Bob 
Reid,  chairman.  Sears, 
former  chairman,  British 
Rail.  63;  Una  Stubbs,  actress. 
60;  Wendy  Toye,  director, 
choreographer,  actress, 
dancer.  80;  Sir  John 
Wheeler,  Minister  of  State 
for  Northern  Ireland.  57; 
Admiral  Sir  John  (Sandy) 
Woodward,  commander. 
Falklands  Task  Force,  65; 
Antony  Worrall-Tbomp- 
son,  restaurateur,  45. 


E>eath  Notices 


VWWIER&  CWbwIiw  RnMr  nM  Lawion. 
pw^lly  u hDCM  on  Apru  37ih  nar.  ogod 
80  MTOi  WHV  of  Ow  UdO  Slophon  Waler*. 
mueti  lowed  aunt  tt  Evnn  end  Alasuur, 
Mood  md  tasplri8an  lo  *0  many  inuoi- 
dMO.  Funml  u CHv  of  Norwich  (EwOiapii 
Ciwmwtertuni  on  Tuooday  Mey  Gih  oi 
tzaopm.  Flowor*  or  danatwns  tor  tho  Mu- 
■lelVM  Banetewoni  hind  imybe  lem  c/o  oi 
Gordon  Borber  Punorol  Dirocuro.  at7  Awl- 
■twill  Road,  NocwiBti  MRS  2AB. 


Birthdays 


HONEVMML  WA,  OT|oy  Urlhday  plus 
Dove's  wocidliig.  Lovo  all  tlio  lomiiy 
^0  pUco  youf  aimouneomeni  lolophatw 
0171  719  4987  or  lu  0171  713  4108  BMwtMn 
Own  and  3pm  MofrPn 


or  care  fbr  how  others  view 
them,  social  slobs  have  a very 
carefree  attitude  to  life  and 
often  tend  to  rent  instead  of 
buy.  They  care  little  for  pri- 
vacy or  spending  money  on 
impressive  decor  but 
love  to  entertain.  They  often 
live  In  open-plan  homes  with 
Ul-matcbed  furniture  and 
even  peeling  paintwork. 

Private  ^trfkssioniils: 
These  are  quietly  confident 
individuals,  often  cultured 
and  university  edaoated,  who 
like  privacy  and  are  selective 
in  their  friends.  Their  homes 
tend  tobe  decorated  In  a 
simple,  comfortable,  func- 
tion^ and  discreet  manner, 
rather  than  to  seek  praise. 
PersoruUi^analysis  in  the 
manner  of  Otokf^f^nuin.  in 
PeifbaBome.  . 

Jaelditac  ttaatsyourjeweis.  K- 
mail 

jffrfrrfftfei'ify 'di.  .* 
five  oi7l‘7l30SB;or  write  to 
Jaekdaie.'Th?Oattrdian.  l!9 
Farrittfidan  Road,  London 
ECIR3ER. 


3am  pa 
shareht 
attack  I 
armsss 


iecuritygUdmiB 

haHtiiOM 

itAGM, 

:hris  BAflftol 


■i: 

■t  ^ 

>1 


B 


■ , UMi 

^ I.  'Pned  ti4  I 

■.'* 

■ . Hiifiipre  ar  [ 

. iiiiiiudt  inuetliM  : \ 
r {he  4UMC  | f 
’ 'i  iN-hlnd  pnrivv: 

: ■'ir-aSvnVrf-'thirt  I 

■ 1.1  In  • I ' 

' S' .it!  (IF  \i 

4 

■ f'.loii  invutiw.l.s 
-ii  m ilaif-  i 

* ! a i;h»cna  ef  J t 

nil  uMtkunN,  |Jl 
a wvHer  Hf  i ft 

• < iiis  j'li 

:~Mi',;h{  unr  nlUkr*'  | 

to rii«tu«!44aiFy  e 

It } iLMtefli  a 

• •■ttfrp.  > 

4rm»  tnJuAo-  .% 
I--  rhvv  wetv 

'Mthia  IS.  V 

> Mi.tn-holdere  told  « 

nut.  H 

tbo  (wtiT  reoKlMNl-  V 

iixo\  l«>n  Mm  V 
»ii,j;iiui»nmiTartoii- 

J 

'-■•i-i-titrN.  ItelMiM-  -li 
■ mnlU |NVr IjOpI  '4 

■ ‘•dt  im  itHi  raiart  il 
liMl  it 

' o 

- hi'  i‘nd  urthuBiHf-': 

' :*•  thev  Mok  'm 

;'-i-i:4Ut|ORa,  altCigC:  0 
' trar  protective.  M 
<>id  d(»Uaite0ibMB  -ti 
-li-irrtutUleiw  ^ 41  ll 
■;  LiM  iHabtoi.-41-liii^  ^ 

' ’ 'Hit  -ti 

’ cuartfe,  g: 

' M .irpbinto:  y 


' Coiww 


y.v  t 


-irte,  the. 
rLuiliri 

‘"ij  Ukeuvar  NdtiV 


Ui.'is  e!(c> 

pitfii.  want 

‘ • V !it)uii«iatiafi  9 
^ (luft 

' 1 .tltir  ..MP.  DgVld 
\i\  frMft  tte 


■0 


Hannah 


i.'itoeii  iis  4t6)^ 

U'  the 

5ActN(y  oarltori 
4n<t  tMid  a sttMan- 

' im 


hi 

.re 

96 

ifk 

- t 

ini 

H 


Thursday  May  11997 

Tomonrow:  The” land  where  beef  is  king 


13 


Financial  Editor:  Alex  Brummer 
Telephone:  0171-239-9610 
Fax:  0171-833-4466 


FimnceGxmnSan 


ste 


. >.•' 

\r. 


% 


•c- 


LVV.*' 


f,,riha»r- 


US  economy  turns  up  heat 


Boom-time  growth  figures  put 
rate  rise  back  on  Fed’s  agenda 


Malic  Tran  In  Iteiir  York 


The  us  economy 
grew  at  a bUstertng 
pace  in  the  first 
quarter,  its  fhstest 
rate  in  more  ninw 
nine  years,  mairing  almost 
certain  that  the  Federal 
Reserve  will  raise  interest 
lates  as  part  of  its  preemp- 
tive anti-inilation  strat^y. 

Gross  domestic  product  ex- 
panded at  an  annual  rate  of 
5.6  per  cent  in  the  first  three 
months  of  1997,  Xar  enri;a»ftrtine 
Vt^all  street  estimates  of 
4;lper  cent  It  was  flieiDed  by 
a surge  in  consumer  spend- 
ing, business  Investment  awn 
a build-up  in  inventories.  The 


0^  drag  on  growth  was  a 
rise  in  imports  and  a slowing 
in  exports  hecanse  oi  the 
resurgent,  dollar. 

But  trades  and  analysts 
took  this  ^deniK  at  boom 
time  in  their  stride.  “Job 
growth  is  good.  Real  faicrawa 
is  rising.  Sentiment  is  high 
lAiemiAoymeDt  is  Qie  lowest 
in  years.  Times  are  good  for 
American  consumers,”  ectmty 
mist  Allen  Sinai  of  Primark 
Decision  Wwonnimt/^  caM 

The  'Dow  Jones  index 
surged  back  over  the  7000 
mark,  near  the  all-time 
record. 

Inflation’  picked-  up  with 
strong  growth.  A k^  infla- 
tion gauge  tied  to  GDP  rose  at 
a 2.7  per  cent  anmiai  rate;  the 


fbstest  in  two  years,  IbDowlng 
a l.9pef  cent  rate  in  -the 
fburth  quarter,  a four-year 
low.  - 

Some  economists  believe 
that  infTatinn  hae  remained 
remarkably  tame  despite 
strong  growth  in  the  Ameri- 
can awinoTny  and  argue  that 
the  Fed  has  overreacted  with 
its  pre-emptive  approach.  The 
Fed  raised  short-term  interest 
rates  last  month  by  a quarter 
(rfa  per  cent  to  5.5  per  cent,  tts 
first  tightening  in  two  years. 

Ed  Tardeni,  cjjief  econo- 
mist at  Deutsche  Morgan 
Grenfell,  this  week  stepped  up 
his  olticlsm  of  the  Fed.  “The 
Inflationrhysterics  at  ihe  Fed 
are  in  a panic  becanse  wages 
are  up  4 per  cent  from  a year 
ago,  thepeak  for  *hia  business 
cycle  expansion  so  for.  They 
aient  conviaced  that-  produc- 
tivity is  growing  fost  wio^i 
to  ofibet  rising  wage  costs.  I 


Dow  Jones 

Pifee  index.  Industrials 


7100 


esoo 


Mafch 


April 


think  they  are  wrong,"  Mr 
Yardeni argned. 

The  Fed  is  eiqiected  to  raise 
interest  rates  deq)ite  such  ir- 
ritation. peihaps  not  at  its 
May  20  meeting  but  at  some 


point  later  in  the  year.  In  Its 
World  Economic  Ontlook, 
released  last  week,  the  Inter- 
national Monetary  Fund 
warned  that  the  US  economy 
Is  in  danger  of  orverheatlng 
and  urged  the  Fbd  to  tighten 
monetary  policy;  IMFeqiezts 
expect  short-tenn  rates  to  rise 
by  another  half-point  by 
end  iX^  the  year. 

The  Fed  cited  strong  domes- 
tic demand  when  it  tightened 
last  month  and  that  was  cer- 
tainly evident  in  the  first 
quarter. 

Personal  consumption 
spending,  accounting  for  two- 
thirds  of  economic  activity  in 
the  US,  surged  at  a 64per 
cent  pace  in  the  first  quarter, 
nearly  doable  the  3a  per  cent 
rise  in  the  last  three  mmtbs 
1^1996. 

Growth  would  have  been 
even  more  dazzling  had  it  not 
been  fin*  trade.  A rise  in  tm- 


porte  at  a 2L9  per  cent  g»n»«ai 
rate,  the  highest  levd  in  13 
years,  dwarf^  the  8.1  per 
cent  increase  in  exports  and 
proved  to  be  the  only  brake  in 
growth. 

Most  economists  expect 
growth  to  taper  (Plater  in  the 
year  as  demand  is  reined  in 
from  the  preset,  unsustain- 
able rate.  But  the  Fed  is  un- 
llkely  to  take  chances  and 
will  want  to  ensure  that 
growth  slows  to  its  target  of 
an  annual  rate  at2  per  cent  or 
2.5  per  cent 

After  an  initial  fright,  the 
US  stock  market  took  the 
first-^iuarter  numbers  in  its- 
stride,  gaining  comfort  from 
the  lesa-tlmivalarsuiig  infla- 
tion figures  in  the  GDP 
report  At  lunchtime,  the  Dow 
Jones  Industrial  Average  was 
up  75  points  at  7037.  feeding 
on  its  179.01-point  gain  on 
Tuesday. 
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City  powers  down 
for  a Labour  win 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


Our  cartoonist,  David  Slznonds’s  view  of  agma  last 
and  zi^it.  yesterday’s  BAeisot^  moroeRAPitGrMHMi'TijniBi 

Campaigning 
shareholders 
attack  BAe 
arms  sales 


Security  guards 
expel  half  those 
at  AGM,  reports 
CHRIS  BARRIE 


BKITISH  Aerospace 
was  forced  to  expel 
close  to  half  the 
shareholders  at- 
tending its  annual  meeting 
yesterday  after  the  direc- 
tors, seated  behind  protec- 
tive glass  foeed  a 

barrage  of  protests  over  the 
group’s  arms  sales. 

Security  staff  carried  or 
escorted  122  shareholders 
from  the  London  meeting 
after  chairman  Bob  Ban- 
man,  amid  a chorus  of 
chants  and  acensations, 
ihited  to  qneU  a welter  of 
points  of  order. 

Anti-arms  protesters, 
who  had  boiMht  one  share 
each  In  BAe  to  ensure  entry 
to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  con- 
ference centre,  chanted 
‘‘Stop  ggiHwg  arms  to  Indo- 
nesia” as  they  were 
removed.  Within  15  min- 
utes, 24  shareholders  had 
been  forced  out.  Within  40 
the  tally  reached 
100.  As  they  left  many 
threw  handtals  of  imitation 
£S  notes  into  the  air,  “blood 
money”.  . . 

The  Erectors,  xochiding 
the  Labour  media  peer  Xx>rd 
HOlUck.  sat  on  the  raised 
podium  throughout  the  45- 
mlnnte  disruption.  Last 
year  they  were  pelted  with 

ens  at  the  end  of  the  meet- 
ing. This  year  they  to<* 
extra  -precautions,  sitting 
behind  clear  protective 

fhielte  end  distanced  from 
the  300  shareholders  by  a 
tow-  at  tan  plants,  a no- 
man’sland  waited  over  by 
seemity  goards,  and  an-; 
ofb«r  row  of  plants. 


In  case  that  was.  not 
enough,  the  two  front  rows 
of  the  meeting  were  filled 
with  BAe  employees  who 
were,  the  chairman  said, 
also  shartiboldecs. 

Amid  a heavy  police  pres- 
ence the  protesters  had 
begun  tludr  campaign  near 
the  QE2  centre  on  the  pave- 
ment outside  the  Methodist 
Central  HalL 

Speaking  before  the  meet- 
ing, BBchael  Bane,  aged  31, 
ftom  Oldham  in  Lanca- 
ddre,  said  he  «nd  others 
were  subject  to  court  in- 
juBctfons  that  amounted  to 
“sagging  orders”  prevent- 
ing them  from  non-violent 
direct  action  at  the  compa- 
ny’s sites. 

Much  of  the  protest 
centred  on  allegations  that 
BAe’s  Bavric  aircraft  had 
bemi  used  by  Indonesia  to 
suppress  dissent  in  East 
Timor.  The  company  ar- 
gues that  the  British  gov- 
ernment has  found  these 
suggestions  to  be  ground- 
less, and  licenses  the  group 
to  eqniimtent  there. 

BAe  appeared  fore- 
warn^ Shartholders  were 
screened  before  admission 
and  security  staff  equipped 
with  earpieces  and  radios 
watched  the  hall  fill. 

The  protesters,  many 
part  of  the  Campaign 
Against  Arms  Trade,  bad 
learnt  the  value  of  disguise. 
Althon^  some  made  un- 
likely members  of  the  in- 
vestor class,  with  hair  ex- 
tensions and  casual  ctothes, 
others  were  smart. 

vnth  the  meeting  finally 
under  way'Mr  Bauman,  at 
times  showing  surprlBlngly 
good  humour,  stood  impas- 
siw^  while  many . share- 
holders savaged  the  group’s 
etUca-He  called  for  ques- 
tions on  topics,  other  than 
anas,  IndoMSla  and  etiiics, 
but  with  little  result 
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Protesters,  issues  and  tactics 

nioiMli  of  tfia  Earth,  World  Dovoloptnant  Movomont,  Sarvfwal  Intemadonal: 

Environmental  damage  from  copper  and  gold  mine  in  Irian  Jaya,  Indonealarv 
occupied  territory  of  West  Papua;  FUZ’s  Involvement  In  rainfore^threatening 
mineral  sands  proieet  In  Madagascar.  Taetfes  inehute  driving  a digger  lo  agm, 
disrupting  the  meeting. 

SmaD  hinili’**''"’"",  baidc  union  MFU:  Small  business  bankruptcy  and  ]ob  losses. 
Tacdcs  have  included  pelting  Ihe  ^airman  with  paint,  donning  second  world  war 
helmets  and  a large,  take  “letter  bomb". 

Greenpeeeet  Human  rights  and  environmental  issues  connected  with  Involvement 
in  Nigeria.  Proteeters  burned  die  company's  flag  at  the  agm. 

Wertd  Pewelopwient  Mevemite  Claims  Midland  Bank  helped  finance  arms  sales 
to  Iraq.  Tat^cs  include  driving  a tank  to  the  agm. 

World  Pevelepment  Mowemenfc  Protests  about  civilian  deaths  linked  to  arms 
sales  to  Indonesia.  Last  year  chief  executive  accused  of  Involvement  In  plot  to 
kidnap  a Saudi  dissident  Shareholder  protesters  hurled  eggs  and  tomatoes,  tried  to 
storm  die  pladorm,  staged  a mass  “die-in"  outside. 

Revsio  Demonstrations  against  treatinent  of  American  Indians  in  Arizona 

and  selenium  poisoning  in  water,  caused  by  Peabody  mines. 


SPOKESMAN  for  Brit- 
ain’s business  leaders 
esterday  called  for 
tough  new  laws  to  stop  share- 
holders’ meetings  being  hi- 
jacked by  pressure  groups. 

Tim  Melvflle-Ross.  director- 
general  cf  the  Institute  of  01 
rectors,  aairt-  ”1^  law  needs 
strengthening  to  keep  these 
disruptive  people  out  — or  to 
eject  them  from  meetings,  if 
necessary.” 

He  urged  companies  to  en- 
sure a strong  pcdice  presence 
at  potentially  volatile  AGMs 
GDI  Nott,  chi^  executive  of 
Froshare,  which  represents 
private  shareholders,  said  the 
security  measures  adopted  ^ 
BAe  yesterday  put  the  ftiture 
traditional  AGMs  in  doubt 
“If  it  gets  much  worse,  we 
should  start  to  look  at  a whole 
new  process.”  she  said.  “The 
current  rules  are  out  of  date. 

Such  protests  are  not  new 
Anti-apartheid  campaigners 
were  among  the  first  to  recog- 
nise the  value  ctf'  publicity 
generated  by  AGM  demon- 
strstiosis* 

But  the  protests  have  be- 
come more  numerous,  more 
vocal  and  even  vIedenL  Cam- 
paigners are  more  organised, 
buying  a token  share  — to 
gate  access  to  meetings.  Net' 
works  are  being  set  up  to  co- 
(Hrdteate  AGM  demonstations 
and  give  adrice  on  publicity. 

Speaking  after  yesterday's 
BAe  meeting,  Mr  Melville- 
Ross  said  he  disagreed  with 
those  who  said  pressure 
groups  had  a right  to  protest. 
’"They  have  nothing  of  the 
sortf’.  he  said.  ’"There  has  to 
be  a better  way.” 

He  urged  protesters- to  put 
their  points  forw^  in  a “de- 
cezfr’  way,  and  company  dl 

rectors,  in  return,  to  deal 
with  them  in  an  “<q>en  and 
honest"  Ihshion. 

But  be  added  that  he  was 
absolutely  against  AGMs 
being  in  jutvate  or  made 
voluntary.  “People  say  the 
whole  procedure  Is  a mean- 
ingless charade,  but  tedivid- 
ual  shareholders  must  have 
the  ri^t  to  attend  an  AGM 
and  companies  must  be  ex- 
posed to  public  scrutiny.” 

Ms  Nott,  however,  l^eves 
changes  to  procedures  may  be 
unavoidable.  “There  is  no 
stetple  sniMtinn.  There  must 
stin  be  accountability.  But  it 
mi^t  help  if  those  attending 
had  to  have  a miniminn  Dum- 
ber shares  or  bad  to  have 
held  them  for  a certain  iKigth 
of  time.” 


Banker  behind  Go-op  gambit  asks  to  be  suspended 


RoB«rCow» 


PETER  Large,  tiie 

bros  banker  behind  the 
aborted  takeover  bid  fiw 
the  Coop,  yesterday  aaked  to 
be  au^tmided  until  ^ lirroe- 
tigatkm  into  the  afiblr  has 
beencoiqpleted. 

This  emerged  as  GaliletL 
the  «»npany  at  the  centre  cx 
the  takeover  plan,  vent  teto 
voluntary  liquidation  and  it 
harama  cleST  that  OUtgO)^ 
Conservative  MP  David 
Evans  bad  resigned  from  the 
company'.  . 

Hambros  issued  an  abJpJt 
ctDcloey  to  toe  Go-operative 
Wholesale  Society  e^er 
this  veek  and  ® 

Hal  sum  alter  distributing 


<y;inf1<1wntia1  OWS  documents 

Mr  Large  was  a key  backer 

Evans,  who  - is  figbHng  to 

tial  documents  passed  to  it 

to  potential  backers  of  tbe 
bid,  which 'Collapsed,  last 
week. 

Hambros  chief  executitve 
Sir  Chtes  Keswick  called  in 
stdldtors  Nbrbin  Rose  to  is- 

at  tbe  enbrepreneur  Andrew 
Regan,  who  masterminded 
the  hraak-up  plan. 

He  became  a director  of  Gap 
lileo  at  the  beginning  of 
March  as  foe  final  pieces 

retain  his  Welwyn  Haffidd 
seat,  revealed  yesterday  that 
he  bad  resigned  from  Gali- 
leo’s board  on  tbe  day  before 
it  was  planning  to  lauDCh  foe 
bid. 

CWS  esecutives. 

Mr  Evans  was  a founding 
director  at  Galileo  when  it 
was  fbnned  in  December. 

He  owned  a third  of  its  vot- 
ing shares  through  a com- 
panv  Galhnsad.  which  he 

affolr  bot  dedded  to  avoid 
any  action  against  staff  until 

toe  inquiry  was  ctKDpleted. 

The  said  yesterday, 

however,  that  it  had  agreed  to 
a request  from  Mr  Large  "to 
be  reliaved  of  his  exeenttve 
responsibilities  ibr  tbe  time 
being"  so  that  he  could  eonr 
centrate  on  asslstteg  the  Nor- 
ton Rose  inquiry. 

llie  inquiry  Is  espectea  to 
take  up  to  a month-  Mr  Large 
is' expend  to  cfmtinoe  befog 
paid  ditfteg  his  absqice. 

‘1  resigned  on  April  1 7.  Little  did  1 know 
what  was  going  to  happen  the  next  day. 
With  hindsight  it  was  a fluke  reall/ 

David  Evans,  Toiy  and  GaQeo  fbunder 

owned  jointly  with  business- 
man Martin  Bunting. 

But  Mr  Evans  said  last 
night  that  he  had  resigned  be- 
cause the  general  dectioa 
meant  he  had  no  time  to  de- 
vote to  the  company. 

”1  joined  because  Regan 
wanted  a fow  peoide  who 
were  robust,”  he  said,  "but 
the  general  election  came 
altmg  and  I couldn’t  attend 
any  meetings.  So  I resigned 
<m  April  17.  Little  did  I know 
what  was  going  to  happen  the 

were  befog  put  in  idace  for 
foe  ]dan  to  end  foe  CWS’s  co- 
operative status  and  to  break 
Itup. 

Another  director,  Mr 

Galileo  was  poised  to  bid 
for  the  CWS  until  April  18, 
when  it  was  prevented  by  a 
coi^  teiunction  becanse  its 
plans  were  bas^  on  eonfiden- 

nest  day.  With  hindsight  it 
was  a fluke  really.” 

Records  at  Companies 
House  still  show  Mr  Evans  as 
a director  of  Galileo  because 
notification  of  his  resignation 
was  forwarded  by  toe  compa- 
ny’s lawyers  on^  on  Thurs- 
d^  last  week. 

Mr  Evans  haa  also  resigned 
from  fSalimoaH  sellil^  hlS 

share  to  Mr  Bunting. 

Jason  ^es.  a partner  at  the 

accountancy  firm  Ernst  & 
Young,  was  aigtoliited  as  liq- 
uidator to  Gal  nan  y^terdoy 
after  the  board  decided  to 
wind  up  the  company. 

Mr  Elies  said:  "There  are 
sufficient  assets  to  repay  the 
creditors  in  ftill  and  to  enable 
a return  to  be  made  to  the 
shartoiOlders.” 


Di 


ESPTTE  the  ecckuomlc 
portents  from  the 
United  States  and  the 
apparent  certatet>'  of  the  elec 
tion  outcome,  the  Cit>’  could 
not  quite  summon  up  the 
courage  to  herald  a Labour 
victory  by  pushing  the 
to  its  hJghest-ever  level  on  the 
eve  of  polling. 

It  is  almost  certainly  cor- 
rect Even  though  Wall  Street 
is  pou'ering  away  now,  there 
are  good  reasons  to  believe  it 
cannot  be  maintained.  In  tbe 
first  instance,  the  astonishing 
S.6per  cent  annual  growth  in 
the  first  quarter  of  1997  Is 
likely  to  be  unsustainable  for 
an  economy  at  ftiU  employ- 
ment levels  in  its  sixth  year  of 
recovery  — twice  the  pace  of 
expansion  with  which  tbe 
Federal  Reserve  is 
comfortable. 

This  is  particularly  true  in 
that  the  US  economy,  like  its 
British  counterpart,  is  becom- 
ing increasingly  unbalance. 
It  is  consumer-^ven  growth 
driving  up  GDP,  not  export- 
led  manufacturing  growth  ■— 
which  is  generally  more  dura- 
ble. Indeed,  the  strong  dollar 
is  allowing  the  Japanese  to 
make  toe  sort  of  inroads  into 
the  US  market  for  cars  and 
consumer  durables  not  seen 
for  a decade.  At  some  point 
the  Fed  wiU  have  to  tighten 
the  spigot:  tbe  gradual  ap- 
proach thus  far  adopted  may 
not  be  enough. 

Which  brings  us  back 
closer  to  home.  If  the  US  is 
starting  to  feel  the  conse- 
quences of  a strong  currency, 
that  eftect  will  be  magnifi^ 
in  the  UK.  where  overseas 
trade  is  so  much  more  impor- 
tant Even  mighty  BATS  In- 
dustries has  begun  to  whii^ 
about  toe  strong  pound,  put- 
ting it  in  toe  same  categor>'  as 
other  reporting  firms  as  di- 
verse as  Laura  Ashley 
British  SteeL  The  effect  will 
be  lower  earnings,  which 
could  make  some  price-eam- 
ii^  ratios  look  unreasonably 
high  on  toe  London  market 

Moreover,  it  Is  by  no  means 
dear  that  toe  FTSE  — how- 
ever mudi  toe  City  wants 
change  — has  yet  absorbed  all 
the  possibilities  of  a Labour 
administration  for  the  stock 
market.  The  work  being  done 
on  reforming  corporate  and 
capital-gains  taxes  Is  mflikely 
over  toe  short  term  to  im- 
prove share  values,  even  if  ft 
does  aim  to  prejudice  the  fis- 
cal system  in  fovour  of  long- 
term investment  A certain 
election  outcome  is  always 
preferable  to  markets.  But 
market  peaks  like  this  are  a 
time  for  cautioiL 


Satellite  dished 


A” 


FTER  tbe  fanfare  with 
which  Rupert  Murdoch 
onched  his  $l  billioa 
satellite  deal  with  EchoStar  to 
carry  a 500-channel  system 


for  an  American  Sky  channeL 
tbe  News  Corporation  chief 
looks  as  if  be  may  have  to  eat 
humble  pie.  American  regula- 
tors have  not  proved  tbe 
pushover  tbe  British  and 
Europeans  were,  nor  has 
News  Corporation  been 
helped  by  Prime  Star  — the 
Time-Wamer  alternative  — 
which,  unlike  British  Satel- 
lite BroadcaNing,  refused  to 
roll  over  and  play  dead. 

By  all  accounts  Mr  Mur- 
doch has  been  stymied  on  sev- 
eral fronts. 

Following  an  action 
brought  by  the  cable  compa- 
nies, tbe  US  Supreme  Court 
ruled  that  for  a level  playing- 
field  to  exist  between  toe 
caUe  Industry  and  satellite, 
Mr  Murdoch’s  service  would 
need  to  carry  l,^  local  chan- 
nels nationwide,  an  enor- 
mously costly  exercise  which 
would  have  eaten  up  capacity 
on  his  satellite. 

Moreover,  News  Corpwa- 
tion  foiled  to  obtain  a waiver 
which  would  have  allowed  Mr 
Murdoch  to  transmit  local 
broadcasts  without  paying  a 
fee  to  the  programming 
oiginators. 

Finally,  — unlike 

tbe  more  supine  BBC  » is 
reflising  to  drop  its  own  black 
box  in  fovour  of  Mr  Mur- 
doch’s — further  damaging 
the  economics  of  the  deaL 

Some  estimates  suggest 
that  overall  cost  of  the  ven- 
ture could  be  $3  billion.  Even 
for  Mr  Murdoch,  this  is  a big 
bite;  and  it  comes  at  a time 
when  the  group’s  share  price 
has  faltered  there  are  worries 
about  debt  levels  and  toe  real- 
ity of  the  succession  has  be- 
come a talking  point 


Web  warning 
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interuational  postal 
system  has  serious  im- 
plications for  regulation 
oi  Britain’s  tevestment  indus- 
try. according  to  a notice  yes- 
terday from  the  Securities 
and  Futures  Authority. 

Adverts  can  be  mailed  from 
anywhere  in  the  world  to 
British  investors,  who  in  turn 
can  freely  post  cheques  out  of 
the  country.  “The  global 
structure  the  postal  ser- 
vice,” warns  the  SFA,  "raises 
a number  of  comidex  jurisdic- 
tional Issues  whirfo  will  take 
time  to  resolve”. 

Pending  further  delibera- 
tions. foe  SFA  contents  itself 
with  reminding  member  com- 
panies that  foey  remain  res- 
ponsible for  all  material 
posted  by  them  or  their  over- 
seas branches,  awA  that  stan- 
dards on  business  transacted 
via  the  w»aUg  must  be 
as  in  ordinary  business. 

All  ri^t,  we’re  cheating. 
Substitute  “the  teternef  ’ for 
the  postal  system  and  youTl 
have  a grasp  of  what  the  SFA 
notice  really  said. 

But  foe  analogy  bedds  good: 
yes,  foe  Internet  threatens  to 
beam  spiwy,  unregulated 
"investments”  into  British 
homes  from  abroad,  hut  no 
more  so  than  do  foe  devices  of 
Rcdand  Hfn  and  Alexander 
Graham  BelL 

There  is  only  one  certain 
way  for  British  investors  to 
assure  fiiemselves  they  are 
dealing  with  a bona  fide  com- 
pany, and  that  is  to  ring  0171- 
929  3682  (foe  central  register) 
to  make  inquiries.  No  Inter- 
net, needed,  and  no  satellite. 
JustalOpcan. 


Murdoch’s  TV 
deal  fades  out 


Hark  Tran  In  New  York 


■^UFER' 
■iWNews  1 
■ SEchoSt 


UFERT  Murdoch's 
Corporation  and 
tar.  a flarigting 

satellite  TV  servioe,  were  yes- 
terday trying  to  salvage  their 
prospective  partnership  in 
foe  foce  of  deep  Wall  Stieet 
scepticism. 

Today  marks  a technical 
deadline  for  the  two  compa- 
nies. After  May  l,  EchoStar  is 
entitled  to  bmrow  $200  mil- 
lion (£123  million)  from  News 
Corporation  if  the  deal  has 
not  been  closed.  But  EchoStar 
r-hatrmaw  Charles  Ergen  In- 
sists that  his  company  will 
not  be  putting  out  the  begging 
bOwL 

Even  so,  foe  prospective  al- 
liance between  News  CorpO' 
ration  and  EchoStar,  a k^ 


element  of  Mr  Murdoch’s  US 
strategy,  is  seen  as  fintghari 
“I  think  thia  deal  is  dead,” 
said  Rick  Westerman,  an  ana- 
lyst with  UBS  Securities. 

News  Corp  and  EchoStar 
announced  earlier  this  week 
that  the  deal  was  on  hold  be- 
cause of  a disagreement  over 
ttoefoer  to  use  EchoStar's  sig- 
nal-scrambling s^mn,  which 
allows  viewers  access  to  pay- 
per-view  programme.  News 
Corp  wants  to  use  its  own  sys- 
tem. EchoStar  also  cited 
"other  matters”.  Mr  Mur- 
doch and  Mr  Exgen  have 
reportedly  rieahad  on  man- 
cement  issues. 

The  two  men  stunned  foe 
teleeomnmnl««Btifmg  world  in 
February  when  they  an- 
nounced a deal  in  which 
News  Corp  would  invest 
31  billion  in  EchoStar. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


AusnJIa  2.02 
Austria  19.20 
Belgium  5620 
Canada  2217 
Cyprus  0.8075 
Denmark  10.45 
Finland  6.31 


Franca  9.17 
Germany  aTSTD 
Greece  435.25 
Heng  Kong  1226 
Indie  58.31 
Ireland  1.0325 
Israel  5.&S 


Italy  2.730 
Malta  0.61 
Nethertanda  aoSTQ 
New  Zealand  aar 
Norway  11  jg 
Pwtugal  27325 
SsiMt  Arabia  aoo 


Suwl<B0  0y  MartVesr  Sank  (axetuving  fiMffan  nipae  ana  lataaH  aftakeV. 


SMsBPOreaao 
SDUlilAHa  7.017 
Spain  228.60 
Sweden  12.477 
Swftiarlaiid  2ig 
Turkey  213J70 

USA  1.5825 
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Racing 

Graham  Rock  on  the  top  stayer  who  may  be  fitted  with  bl'inkeri 

Trigger  fails  to  fire 


A PAIR  of  blinkers 
might  revive  the 
career  of  Double 
Trigger,  once  the 
champion  stayer  of  Europe, 
after  he  had  finished  a tame 
last  of  eight  runners  behind 
Orchestra  Stall  in  the  Insul- 
pak  Sagaro  Stakes  at  Ascot 
yesterday. 

Most  of  his  victories  o\'er 
the  years  hav'e  been  gained 
the  hard  nray  — from  the 
front  — but  last  season  he 

won  the  corresponding  race 
coming  from  behind  to  pip 
Grey  ShoL 

Yesterday.  Mark  Johnston, 
bis  trainer,  instructed  Jason 
Weaver  not  to  hassle  the 


horse  in  the  early  stages.  Con- 
sequently Weaver  let  Double 
Tr^er  bowl  along  at  his  own 
pace,  towards  the  rear,  but 
when  be  asked  his  mount  to 
quicken  Double  Trigger 
downed  tools. 

“He  felt  good  when  I rode 
him  at  borne  last  week."  said 
Weaver.  “Frankie  (Dettori  on 
Grey  Shot)  went  off  at  a 
breakneck  speed,  and  it 
hasn't  suited  ray  horse.  I let 
him  settle  where  he  was 
bapp}'.  but  when  I tried  to 
make  an  effort  he  bad  lok 
interest." 

Johnstmi  thought  his  horse 
might  have  sulked,  explain- 
ing:. “After  the  race  last  year 


Williamson  misses  two  winners 


Norman  williamson. 

who  snffered  back  Inja- 
rles  in  a fall  at  Ascot  on 
Tuesday  evening,  missed 
two  winners.  Circus 
Colours  and  Linden's  Lotto, 
when  be  gave  up  his  rides 
at  Plnmpton  yesterday. 


He  has  also  ruled  himself 
out  of  riding  tomorrow,  but 
hopes  to  be  back  in  action 
on  Saturday. 

“1  am  very,  very  sore  In 
my  back  and  my  ribs,”  said 
y^Ujamson.  “I  hope  they 
are  just  bruised.” 


Jason  suggested  we  put 
blinkers  on  htm  and  he  gaiH 
the  same  thing  today.  Well 
have  to  see.” 

Double  Trigger  is  now  six 
years  old  but  last  season  he 
won  three  times  in  top  daM 
company  and  finiaheH  nm* 
ner>up  too  Classic  Cliche  in 
the  (Sold  Cup-  If  his  enthusi* 
asm  can  be  revived,  he  should 
make  his  marie. 

Usually  a fluent  mover,  he 
hobbled  to  post  like  a crab, 
viiich  might  in  part  have  ac- 
counted  for  his  lifeless 
perfbnnance. 

Or^estra  Stall  wm  com- 
fortably from  Wilawander.  He 
appeared  not  to  stay  beyond 
two  miles  in  the  Cesarewitch 
last  year  and  was  not  entered 
for  the  Gold  Cup. 

Tregaron  gave  Reg  Ake- 
hurst  his  third  victory  In  the 
Victoria  Cup.  Drawn  towards 
the  stand's  side,  Tregaron 
was  leading  his  group  after 
halfrray  bat  Richard  Quinn 
saw  that  his  rivals  against  the 
far  rail  were  ahead. 

He  switched  his  moont 
towards  them  and  that  enter- 


prising manoeuvre  gave  Tre- 
garon some  opposition  to  race 
with  end  he  drew  clear  to  de- 
feat World  Premier,. 

"Richard  was  brilliant/* 
said  Akehurst  who  had  a 
lean  season  last  year.  His 
Epsom  team  suffered  from  a 
lung  infection,  believed  to 
have  been  caused  by  fl^s  of 
rape  nearby.  Akehur^  and 
newborn*  Geoff  Lewis  pre- 
vailed upon  a farmer  to 
diangehiscR^ 

Tregaroa  win  be  back  fisr 

the  Royal  Hunt  Cup,  and  an- 
other bound  fbr  the  Royal 
meeting  is  Blue  Ride  Dancer, 
the  Impressive  winner  of  the 
Garter  Conditions  Stakes. 

The  Brocklesby  winner 
comfortably  accounted  for 
this  fidd  and  Brian  Meehan, 
his  trainer,  said  his  speedy 
two-3fear-old  would  be  better 
over  a sixth  furlong. 

Nwaamis,  whose  best  per- 
formance was  to  finish  fifth 
in  the  1996  2J000  Guineas, 
returned  from  a debilhating 
infection  to  win  the  Chobham 
Conditions  Stakes  by  a short 
head  from  Charlott  Corday. 
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TEE  I2>yearr0ld  Eaty 
Parker  (above)  and  IS-yaar- 
old  Michael  chaw  bzietly 
stole  the  show  at  the  fable 
tennis  world  champion- 
ships in  Manchester  yes^ 
day  before  they  went  out  of 
the  first  round  of  the  mixed 
doubles,  beaten 
21-14  by  the  Ghanaian  pair 
Erie  Amoah  and  Hagar 
Amo  — teenagers  them- 


selves but  lodEizig  about 
twice  as  big  as  their  dlniin- 
nttve  uWgHfih  opponents, 
mrfre/UcAard  Jago. 

Tlie  4ft  81n  Parker,  the 
youngest  Briton  ever  to 
play  In  the  world  champi- 
onships. looked  under- 
standably nervous  in  front 
of  the  crowd  that  her  match, 
had  pulled  from  the  show 
courts.  there  were  un- 


easy moments  as  they 
trailed  in  the  second 
game  and  it  seemed  they 
might  be  crushed. 

But  fihan  seiaed  the  ini- 
tiative with  a fluent  fore- 
hand-flick  return  of  serve 
then  produced  a neat 
tight  push  to  set  up  Parker 
for  a topspin-loop  winner. 
With  double  figures  came 
respectability. 


Later  Parker  and  Chan 
watched  a truly  sreat  final 
In  which  France’s  men, 
competing  in  a world  team 
anal  for  the  first  time  for 
.19  years,  made  China  sweat 
to  win  3-1.  Patrick  Chlla 
produced  the  Qnest  display 
of  his  career  to  slow  down 
the  Olympic  champion  Liu 
Guoliang  and  win  21-17, 
15-21.  21-10. 
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Redcar  with  guide  to  the  form 


KBI  OLIVER 
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Carfys  Quest 
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Narrow.  leK-banded  track  at  a irse  and  three  quartas  v.lth  a the  Iwtong  ruvn  and  stragrn 
mie. 

fioliigiGoodtDiVm  * Oert^  binKfre.  • Tiifi  term  ratng. 

Draw;  WdcBe  to  Mgb  bast  in  sprinit. 

L^iGstaKaln«aUBrs:4.30Ca^Quet.JNpiiBe.<jiwra,27l  mKes; 2.30 Olay Baiy, 
4.%Bhze  01  Ook,  Severn  Mil.  J Bradey,  Gvtem.  257  mto. 

Seem  day  wtaMs  None. 

Bflriuredfbst&iiK  4.30  Advance  East,  Whothetdichany  ■ 
figures  n brad\as  alter  horse's  ruine  daxtle  days  snee  last  outng 
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nwaffclil  Beuti  j QUe  6-1 — j Qua  — 

. >1  /tsifi  U04.  >1 9«D  Coda.  4-1  Dan  01  (an.  9-1  Paab  lady.  7-1  BUr  lirn  tO-1  IMe 
LWa.  29- 1 RamOU  BaiBf 

W«  OBE  • NHbs  iufer  tU  oi  avUr.  3i«(  14.  a tent  Vs>  RaUi  ai  WntK  SI.  GdFsi  Oaw  M 
bwc  SUIU  on  oca.  «n  a 9.  a hand  Paedea  at  UmW  51.  U HaoU  aUcMeo  I«fu  fM  • dUn 
lanoiluili.  iaisiWh»'yiMs»T4Hw(iark5(araa>.5l.Mbluy;ia)«nlMniin9«ibn4ii«il.a 
DUnd  Lidr  KU  4 H«n<  St.  W 


ai(Q 

MB  (2 

203  <4) 

204  a 
205(71 
2990 
207ltl 


0 0QPAT  PHOENIX  HANDICAP 


nm  31  £2.937  (11  declared) 


901^  0001 12I- 

aunoi  5IS091 
3DI{9  33ni2-  Kau 

aoiili  03M-OONyS 
mca  nooDO  cMb 
mn  003534  Cattaos 


s 


lU  (BE)  BDMIfeUe  9-9-11 

llb(2B)<QUaMfMne-94  - 

' I Oia  p)  J Gbie  7-9-4 

PBitara-S-l? 

N BraU  S-S-IO 

)JOint4-S-9  

307161  60344  UBInaUi  Baba  (7)0  Bata  bcu  6-6-0  . 

3R|4|  fOKHOTasiW (22) HC^iadn 4-8-3 ..  l( 

SBi  it  1)  SOSRU'  Tir0naboM(SB2)Uf  Vtavby  5-8-0  II 

310(7)  41455.4  CUmMa  (22)  J Liar  5-7-12 T’ 

311(4  FSaqr FaopsmM (2221  fl  BRr  9-7-12  . F IWur  Ml 
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■NN  OD49G  udrasN{iqn  HWEaubr 8-4-1 
GK(2)  33211)9  teta (tain Ha JtaBUi 4-94. 
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SueWBd. 
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MM  CteB  eauteii  t,  oRGiwnM 
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Titear.  B ran.  at  3K.  (J  Ouniop)  TtaU!  09.00; 
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4.40  (lM)l  1,  NWAAMIS,  R HilB  (11-B 
lav);  S,  CbaMalla  duilu  (10-I);  •,  CBp 
Jitace  (^1)  6 ran.  8h  hd.  9 (J  Dunlop) 
Tele:  0280;  0100, 02.60.  Dual  F:  09.00.  CSF: 
012.43.  NR:  Golden  Aca. 

S-IBClMb  1|  ■EttaMBtrONSfUMIOlU 
T Sprake  (33-1h  t,  ItanBy  Man  {I2^1>;  b, 
Wte9  0»TiaiM{i4-1);4,PocEBrBreulaM 
(26-1).  5-1  Snr  or  Ring.  3 ran.  1L  nk.  Sb 
ha  (B  MHiman)  Tote:  C34JQ;  C7 JO.  D4 10. 
PJ)0. 014.10.  Dual  F:  0SO6JO  Tm:  Not  uron. 
C8F;  E3S9JS.  TriGUt  EBJ9B.64.  Fit;  Lynton 
Lad.  Lead  Hm  On. 

JACiVfm  Net  <m.  081.173J7  carried 
ever  to  Redcat  today 

FtACtaOTIE4J24.  OUADBOnflSOJa 


AAO  <tai  U Hdle)i  1 r KlUJNO  TBi^  D J 

Burcdieil  (11-J  IBv);  S,  ENramua  i6-1);  9, 
ew  Hadebia  (100-90).  6 ran.  7.  24  (D 
BurctnU)  Tow  GUO;  GIJD.  £2.00.  Duel  F. 
CSJO.C8F:aJ4. 

teS»  ttan  U Wnta  1,  COI.OHBL 
IBAJm  J F TlOey  (2-9  (BV):  R,  Uanlne 
Rota  (7-1):  a,  ftoUe  mu»l19-1).  b ran. 
6.7.(MHHKntgW}Tow:nJD;Cl-lD.CI.7D. 
Dual  F:  moo.  CBF:  03.53. 


AJO(mTt11BytaCteb  1,1HUHDm 
ROA^  J CullDty  (5-2);  2,  Otter  Mm* 
114-1);  a,  BnalMU  (16-1).  1V-10hwSprino 
TolL7nn.4.6.iUlHiHICni|}hnTuto  CTO; 
CIJO. C6.7ILDiia)F:043J9  CSF  07  94 
4.M  0bn  9t  llOyta  CliX  1.  NNHUnr 
HMbATTA,  S BunQuan  iT-2).  S.  r ' ' 


47uMa  0-1h  a,  ter  randurinr J3-1 1»«)  3 
ran.  i&  2.  (R  Rodlard)  TeW  G&SO;  Cl  50. 
£2  40  DuM  F.  06.10  CSF  C19.3. 

4.00  (ten  •*  llOtaa  Hdte)i  1.  HVSTie 

HUA.JFroat  (V-sWb.! 


16-1).  »,  Mten  tauar  1 11^)).  6 ran  I 6 |R 
FnMiTMo  ei.iaci  l0.eiyt0.DuslF.t»00. 
C$P;0S.64.MlBallOne 
SAO  (ten  tto  HdOta  1»  OBtaWAV.  X A)2- 
puru  (9>-4):  A Badairaaliar  (B-11.  S.  Kite 
eta  neta  (13-6  lav)  B ran.  9. 4.  IN  WnUisri 
Toto-B.70.  CIJO.  01.49  Dual  F C4.».CSF 
014  67. 

PUUawoTi0G89O.  4HIAI>nor:C14.10. 

PLUMPTON 

S.10  (Sm  4f  H«U}|  1,  CIRCUS 
COLOURS,  S Fm  (8-1). «.  baler  MaiMiiij 
(10-11  lav): BrNnarBsU  120-11  7ran.  n>. 
14  (JJarMnsIToia. 00.10:02  70.03  90. Dual 
F' 04  B.  CSF:  014.81. 

2AB  (ten  4f  HUeb  1 r FBUIAH  ELfTC,  J 
OaBuiiie  (B-4Cav).  teNuUe  Oavi  |B-I|. 
9,  ban  Beavdon  (11-21.  6 ran  4.  S iC 
Egorteni  To»:  01.60.  01  30.  090  DuJi  F' 
C73  CSF- CUES 

J.SO  (Bu  If  tlOyta  CbN  1,  FRAZUI 
BUHO,  D O'Bullivon  (2-9  lAv).  0.  IIb4- 
weed  Caaba  (7-21;  9,  Ormm  Laadir  i»-3) 
3 ran.  B.  ML  (R  Howe)  Tow  £i  JO.  Dual  F. 
CCD.  CBF.  Q.16. 

>.BO(ten1f  HUe)M,1HHaAltBHA.  A 
P McCoy  (6-4):  B,  Pifolaii  Pami  (50-1).  9, 
BUadw (33-1 1. 4-7 lav Thrcuecfca  Sron.3, 
dl9.(M  Pipe)  Tote  02.1ft  01.99  C».00  Dual 
F:E20J0  C6F-G36J9L 
4AO  (ten  Bl  Cta  f ■ LIHDWPS  LOrniJ 
Kavanoen  (4-i);  te  CoaNaanllare  (i1-4), 
a,  Paper  Blu  (7-2).  p.-t  lav  Stamiruil  Pi|. 
grim.  7 nm.  8. 6.  (j  While)  Dale-  04.80. 02.70. 
0200.  Dual  F.  0900  CSF:  014.97.  Tncasl. 
037JO.  hte:  Btasec  Morlntare. 

090  (Sn  4f  Hdita  1.  AU.TIM8  DAN- 
CBI,  J Oabwna  IS-t  lav);  2,  Ibehl  In  A 
EUtan  (9-0;  9,  Ua«riuU  Un  rr-1 1.  4 run 
1)L  6.  (O  Slwrvrood)  Tna:  01  00.  Dual  F 
02.00.  CSF:  04.1B. 

£3.10  QUAD9OTs02S3a 


Life  has  its  burdens. 
This  is  definitely 
not  one  of  them. 
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150  MHr  Intel 
Pentium  ^ processor 
with  MMX  ' Technology 

32  MB  EDO  RAM 

256  K B cache 

2 MB  VRAM 

2 X PCMCIA  type  II 
slots 

Zoomed  video 

Lithium  Ion  battery 

RoodOffice 

TeamCrypto 

Optional  muUimecita 
enhancement  iini* 
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Worid  Cup,  Qualifyiiig  Group  Eight;  Romania  1 , ^public  of  ireland "6 

i#' - - . - ■ ■ Outlook  Dleak 

Keane  miss  dashes  Insh  hopes  as  Radford 


Charlas  Stuart 

Roy  KEANE’S 
missed  penalty  two 
minutiw  after  the 
Interval  means  the 
Republic  of  Irdand 
have  an  Everest  to  climb  to 
qualify  for  a tbiid  successive 
World  Cup  finals  after  last 
ni^t's  defeat  in  Bucharest. 

The  55,000  crowd  in  the 
Steaua  Stadium  were  left  to 
cdehrate  almost  certain  Quali> 
fica^  far  the  Worid  Ci^  fin* 
als  in  France  next  summer  as 
Romania  preserved  their  100 
per  cent  record  with  20  goals 
scored  and  none 
One  ugiy  incident  marred 
the  celebrations.  Ray 
Hov^ton.  in  one  of  his  best 
performances  in  an  Irish  Jer- 
sey. was  fdQed  by  a lump  cf 
metal  thrown  from  the  crowd 
in  die  final  nine 
Typically,  however,  he  was 
back  on  his  fhet  within  a min- 
ute as  Ireland  fou^t  desper^ 
ately,  and  unluckily,  for  an 
equaliser.  i 

Ihe  Republic's  disappoint- 1 
m«it  was  compounded  by  the 
news  that  &eir  Group  Eight 
rivals  Lithuania  had  beaten 
Lichtenstein  l-^  earlier  in  The 
day.  That  means  Mick  McCar- 
thy's men  are  back  in  fourth 
place  and  win  do  well  even  to 
reach  a play-off  place  in 
October. 

Itomenia  were  not  quite 
the  side  everyone  fhou^t 
We  asked  them  a lot  of  ques- 
ticms  and  I thinit  most  neutral 
observers  would  agree  we 
were  most  unfortunate,”  said 
the  Republic's  skipper  Andy 
Townsend.  **^is  is  essen- 
tlaDy  a young  team  and  it  is 
going  to  take  a little  time  be- 
fore all  the  pieces  are  put 
together.  There  is  every 
reason  for  optimism  about 
the  ftiture.” 

Ireland  stepped  up  at  least 
two  gears  from  their  disap- 
pointing performances  In  die 
scordess  draw  with  Icelaiid 
in  Dublin  in  November  and 
then  the  3>2  defeat  by  Mac- 
edonia in  Skop^  in  April,  and 
the  Romanians  looked 
relieved  when  the  Dutch  ref- 
eree Mario  van  der  Ende  blew 
the  final  whistle. 

The  Republic's  manager  Mc- 
Carthy h^  as  eiqiected,  dis- 
carded his  three-man  central 
defoisive  fiumatkm  in  fovour 
of  four  players  at  the  back,  five 
men  in  mwinrid  and  David 
Ccxmolly  the  kme  strike. 


That  strategy  had  kxdced 
successfdl  until  Romania 
took  the  lead  after  33  minutes. 
A hopeful  hall  from  Gheoi^iie 
Hagi  was  beaded  out  Leeds 
United's  Ian  Harte.  But  oedy 
as  for  as  Adrian  Die,  HagPs 
Galatasaray  team-mate,  who 
rattled  home  a left-footed 
effort  from  20  yards  that  gave 
Alan  EeUy  no  (diance. 

^me  Irish  should  have  been 
levd  two  minutes  after  the  in- 
terval when  Connolly,  a real 
find  ibr  the  Iri^  even  though 
he  is  only  playh^  for  Watford 
reserves,  set  up  a perfoet 
chance  for  gnngh*n» 

The  Crystal  Palace  mid- 
fielder  easily  evaded  the  chal- 
lenge of  the  Romania  deftmee 
before  being  brought  down  by 
the  goalkeeper  Bogdan  Stelea. 
earning  a yellow  card. 

Keane  stepped  up  confi- 
dently to  take  the  spot-kick 
but  his  shot  lacked  venom 
and  Stelea  was  able  to  dive  to 
his  right  and  pu$h  the  ban 
' awaytosafoty. 

The  Republic's  effort  could 
have  evaporated  after  that 
but  Instead  they  *jmnfd  to 
i rise  to  the  occasion.  Hart  shot 
just  wide,  Townsend’s  effort 
from  30  yards  was  taken  by 
the  goalkeeper  and  then 
Keane  nearly  made  up  for  his 
earlier  transgression. 

The  Romanians  were  happy 
to  play  out  the  final  Tninir^ 
even  though  the  Irish  substi- 
tutes Tony  Caseartuo  and  Jon 
Goodman  were  causing  real 
problems  in  the  air. 

There  were  no  aerial  prob- 
tens  for  Eeane  and  Denis 
Irwin.  Manchester  United 
have  hired  a private  jet  to 
bring  them  home  so  that  there 
are  no  ddays  in  their  prepara- 
tions for  file  title  mndn. 

Althou^t  McCarthy  returns 
to  Dublin  without  a point, 
there  was  atiou^  evidaice  last 
nii^t  to  suggest  that  his  posi- 
tiou  is  secure  fiir  the  next  two 
years  if  youngsters  sudi  as 
Harte,  Connolly,  Kennedy. 
Gary  SeQy  and  J^Eetma  con- 
tinue to  make  international 
progress. 

ROMAMAi  SMM«  INilr— «l»  rtnilM. 
■Mm,  XipiMieo 

(n»tarln,  TSnl*K  MantMaik  III* 
(ttabttal  SmpMc*.  84V  aoldaiiMi,  H*gl 

(nwiin  BTy  Silyin** 

nspuBue  OP  irblamoi  a a*iiy 

(ShvNIeld  Unlltd);  Inwlu  (hMiDchMRar 
Unitsd;  Ksnnti.  Blackburn,  h-t); 
Til  II  iBBh— I (WWiBUdonl,  HU*  tLawiK 
Ocodman.  Wiinblvdan,  6S),  «i— i** 

SI  VlUo).  a MNP  (UMds).  ilB*iilituu 
1*1  Palace).  K**n*  (Manchwter 
)if].  T*w***Ncl  (Aaton  VlUa). 
M—aiW  (UverpcoQ.  rWieBir  (WaOerd; 
Caocorina.  Nancy,  68). 
tlolbiaai  M Von  (tor  Ende  (Holland). 
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Duncan  Mackay 
meets  the  embattled 
BAF  chief  as  he 
leaves  office 

IN  RECBNT  months  Peter 
Radford’s  name  has  pro- 
voked the  same  kind  ctf 
reaction  in  athletics  cii> 
cles  that  John  Major’s  does 
among  Labour  supporters. 
When  he  cleared  desk  yes- 

terday and  left  his  post  as  ex- 
ectitive  chairman  of  the  Brit- 
ish .\thletie  Federation  after 
three  years  in  charge,  few 
mourned  his  departure. 

Like  Major.  Radford  has  pre- 
sided over  an  organisation  at 
war  with  itself  unsure  ot 
what  direction  to  take.  Never 
befcH^  has  the  grass  roots  of 
the  sport  been  so  disillusioned 
with  its  administrators. 

Financial  problems  and  low 
morale  at  the  BAFs  Birming- 
ham headquarters  have  con- 
tributed to  the  bleak  picture. 
A series  of  incidents  have 
seriously  damaged  the  health 
of  the  sport,  and  R^ord’s 
critics  say  he  has  Jumped 
off  the  sinking  ship  before 
he  was  made  to  walk  the 
plank. 

Radford,  soon  to  become 
head  of  sports  science  at 
Brunei  University,  disagrees. 
He  dismisses  suggestions  that 
his  departure  is  significant  in 
any  way.  “This  isn’t  a land- 
mark,” he  said.  "Processes 
have  begun  that  have  to  con- 
I tinue  and  accelerate."  , 

He  was  referring  to  the 
BAP’S  revolutionary  partner- 
ship with  the  British  Ath- 
letes* Association,  a body  rep- 
resenting the  country’s 
leading  athletes  and  sharing 
in  such  commercial  decisions 
as  the  £1  million  kit  deal  with 
Reebok  and  the  new  televi- 


sion agreement  with  Chan- 
nel 4.  "The  sport  has  so  many 
ingredients  for  success,"  Rad- 
ford added. 

True,  the  Ingredients  are 
there,  but  while  the  sport  has 
so  many  chefk  it  will  continue 
to  cook  itsdf  into  a right  stew. 

The  main  opposition  to 
Radford  was  orchestrated  by 
the  Amateur  Athletic  Associ- 
ation of  England  and  the 
South  of  Ei^land  Athletic 
Association,  and  he  issued  a 
warning  which  his  successor 
would  be  strongly  advised  to 
heed. 

"iriieople  were  prepared  to 
work  with  one  another  there 
would  be  no  question  of  the 
sport’s  success,”  he  said. 
"The  AAA  Still  think  of  them- 
selves as  an  separate  entlt>*. 
with  their  proud  history, 
rather  than  part  of  the  BAF.  I 
think  the  constitution  is  ftm- 
damentally  Qav^  and  was 
compromised  too  much  when 
the  BAF  was  formed  in  1991." 

Ratford  believes  the  forma- 
tion of  the  BAA  may  floally 
herald  the  end  o£  this  infight- 
ing. “It  means  there’s  a new 
avia  around  which  the  top 
level  of  the  sport  can  re\*oK'e. 
If  there  is  going  to  be  a power 
struggle  it’s  going  to  be  about 
money,  and  that  will  be  hard 
without  the  support  of  the  top 
athletes." 

Radford  feels  things  might 
have  turned  out  difihrently 
had  a spin  doctor  put  his  mes- 
sage across  to  the  clubs  effec- 
tively and  had  hi.<s  early  reign 
not  been  marked  by  the  con- 
troversy surrounding  the  de- 
partiu«s  or.\ndy  Norman  and 
Frank  Dick. 

if  Radford’s  future  is  as- 
sured, the  BAP’S  is  less  clea^ 
cut  Ken  Rlckhuss.  its  council 
chairman,  takes  temporary 
chaige  during  the  summer 
and  the  intention  is  to  have  a 
new  chief  executive  in  place 
by  September. 


RADFORD’S  ROUGH  RIDE 


Leaqnng  Itenas ...  fim  Ntxlheim  Iitiand  midfiidder  evades  an  Aimaiian  ojqKment  to  YerevanPH(7ioGRAm  M£XAM)B)  DBiswcHucK 


Blatter  boost  I Giwp  Nine:  Armenia  O,  Northern  Ireland  O 


Hamilton’s  men  thwarted  by  keeper’s  heroics 


NfekVkrtey 

ENGLAND’S  hid  for  the 
Caooc  World  Cup  received  a 
boost  yesterday  from  Fite's 
genual  secretary  Sepp  Blat- 
ter, who  backed  ^ FA*s  ri^t 
to  bid  for  the  tournament 
Speaking  on  Radio  5 Live, 
Blatter  said  England  would  be 
good  h(^.  His  conunents, 
after  a lunch  appointment 
with  John  N^or.  will  raise 
hopes  that  the  competition 
with  Germany  for  the  touma- 
ment  may  be  swinging  in 
England’s  tevour,  but  he  also 
stressed  that  bids  from  Africa 
and  South  America  were 
being  considered. 

'The  only  thing  that  I can 
say  now,"  sud  Blatter,  ‘is  that 
the  FA  in  England  have 
shown  the  organisational 
capacities  during  Euro  96  and 
th^  have  the  best  stadia  in 
Europe.  So  from  a technical ' 
point  they  have  all  die 
assets  to  be  good  organisers  ctf , 
fis  World  Cup  2006." 

• Fcemiwship  clubs  may  be 
forced  to  play  any  resched- 
uled games  on  fixed  days, 
under  new  rules  that  the  Pre- 
mier Le^  e is  pn^oslng  In 
order  to  ease  the  sort  fix- 
. tore : congestion  that  sees 
- Manchester  United  and  Mld- 
"dleshrough  obliged  to  play 
fourgames  to  nine  days  at  the 
end  Of  an  exhausting  s^son. 

dates  for  postponed 
and  otherwise  rearranged  fix- 
tures would  beset  by  Premier 
League  rather  than 

agreed  between  the  clubs 
theihselvea,  to  an  eSbrt  to 
spre^  games  more  evenly 
through  the  season. 

nr  this  had  been  in  place 
this  season,"  the  Premier 
League's  new  chief  executive 
Peter  Leaver  said  at  the 
SoocerBx  confecuice  at  Wuu- 
bley  yesterday,  Tdanchester 
TtniTart  oould  bave  been  or- 
dered to  play  Coventry  eoi  the 
Tuesday  of  Brian  McCUur's 
testfanoniaL”'  ' 

Arsenal’s  mana^  Arsene 
Wenger  has  played  down 
reports  that  he  is  aboto^to 

slm  the  Auxerre  midfielder 
Moussa  Saib  for  £3  million. 

Gianfranco  2ola  has  denied 
(luotos  attributed  to  him  in  an 
Ttallan  newspaper  that  he  is 
set  to  leave  Chelsea  at  tte  end 

trfnesrt  season.  He  has  told^ 
club’s  managing  director 

Colin  Hutchinson  that  he  m- 
tuids  to  see  out  his  contract, 
which  in  1^9-2000. 

Atletico  Madrid.^ 
and  Marseille  are  leadtog^tte 
chase  to  sign  NewMstl^ 
David  Giiiola.  AJax  have  of- 
fered the  Magpies  £2  mflllon 
for  the  B^an  international 

dMluider  Philippe  Albert 


A DISALLOWED  goal 
and  an  heroic  display 
by  Armenia's  keeper 
Roman  Berezovsky  all  but 
ended  Northun  Ireland's 
ftba«r»es  of  reaching 
the  fiwai  stages  in  France 
next  year. 

Before  a small  crowd  In 
Yerevan’s  60,000-capacity 
' Razdan  Stadinm,  Bryan 
Hamilton's  team  dominated 
the  match  but  after  Kevin 
Horlock’s  11th  minute 
effort  had  been  ruled  out, 
they  could  find  no  way  past 
the  formidable  Berezovs^. 

Horlock  tibought  he  had 
given  Northern  Ireland  the 
perfect  start  when  he 


headed  home  bat  the  Swed- 
ish referee  Earl  Erik  Niel- 
sen ruled  that  the  Manches- 
ter City  player  had 
cmnniltted  a forol  in  the 
process. 

Earlier  Armenia  had 
gone  riose  hot  the  Not- , 
tlmgham  Forest  keeper 
Alan  Fettis  produced  an  ex- 
cellent save  to  thwart  Ham- 
let Mkhltaryan  In  the 
second  minute. 

Northern  Ireland  then 
pounded  the  Armenian  goal 
although  they  had  to  be 
alert  in  defence  to  snuff  out 
thrfr  opponents’  dangerous 
counter-attacks.  Indeed  the 
home  side  also  had  a goal 


Results 


Oreup  Eiglit 

Biiwiwto  (1)1 


Hop  of  htotond  |0)  O 

25.000 


SoMer 

WORLDCUP 
Europeaw  QunPIzIwu 
GranpOne 

Oeimrfcu.  Stowento  a Qrauc*  0.  Creoito  1. 

P W D L F A na 
Daii*wrtc-»~~..  4 3 1 0 9 2 ie 

Onai 8 8 1 2 8 4 ie 

rtaWto  6 2 8 0 10  6 S 

¥ IliiiiiiirTiM  .4  1 0 8 3 9 3 

TUiimJi  5 0 1 4 4 13  1 

Gram  IWd 

holy  a Poland  B. 

ttwm  Three 

Norway  1,  Flniwid  1;  Switaartand  1.  Iton- 
oanrO- 

F w D L F A Pta 

HiiiMf 4 8 1 0 10  1 to 

¥w3lMtond  • " D 2 4 4 • 

Itan^T 4 2 0 8 4 4 • 

FliWlil 4 1 1 2 5 6 4 

niaiiitotoii  * 1 9 3 8 10 ' a 


Grmip.Fear 

•wndoN  (t)  3 ¥ujieoid 

Andarsoen  48. 68  Goltoelwr68 

40408 

AusMb  8,  Eatonto  ft  LdMa  a Bstoru*  a . 

P W D L F A PH 
7 4 2 1 B 2 14 

niiiiiTr 5 a 1 1 6 8 10 

8 8 0 8 8 8 3 

BMiiijn  6 118  16  4 

■ mb 5 -1  1 a a r .4 

T, ■ S 1 1 3 3 3 4 

(tomm  Five 

' MfMl  8.  Cyprus  0;  RMOla  8,  UMOiiiboiaio  a 

■ p W D L F A PH 

- .•  6 4 1 1 8 4 13 

■hA  S 8 8 0 19  2 11 

- ■«  ■ 4 8 0 1 10  5 3 

r.iiiiM 6 1 1 4 5 14  4 

iSImtinm 6 0 0 S 1 13  O 


Ilia  32  25.000 

LtoGhtonstohi  0,  UliMania  i. 

P W D L F A PH 

lUwnto 6 6 0 020  0 13 

PVeBHaadaHn  6 3 *1  2 1610  10 

UMiiaHi 6 3 0 2 6 5 0 

HapofM^-  S 2 1 810  4 T 

4 0 2 2 1 7 8 

. — 6 0 0 6 2 31  e 

Group  Mne 

AnMoH  (0)  0 WpteMni  knlHd  (0)  O 
! 10,000 

Germany  2.  Ukratna  0. 

P W D L F A Ra 

lernfcia 6 4 0 2 6 5 IS 

S 3 2 0 11  4 11 

rnita^ 8 2 3 1 5 2 3 

HMtatf..... 7 1 4 2 8 8 T 

5 0 4 1 8 7 4 

S 0 1 4 8 10  1 

BUKOPBAH  U-81  CHAMPIOBBHIP 
.CNMUPVBIW  Qroop  OoH  Oenmaifc  2. 
Mafito  1.  amnp  Hmi  bi*ol  4,  Cypno 
8. 

NATIOinirBE  UAGUE 
Second  Division 
BrHHI  e C8)  8 ChaaHrtlald  (0)  O 
.Qaaior7  ift195 

Barnard  88  (pan) 

DtototonTWo 


disallowed  in  the  28th  min- 
ute for  nfnrtdp_ 

Berezovsky  saved  his  best 
efforts  to  deny  the  West 
Ham  pair  Steve  Lomas  and 
Tain  Dowie,  who  coinciden- 
tal were  both  booked  and 
will  miss  Northern  Ire- 
land’s next  qnaliQinggame 
against  the  European 
champions  Gennany  in  Bel- 
test  in  Angust 
Afterwards  Northern  Ire- 
land’s manager  Bryan  | 
Hamiltoa  said:  am  bit- 

terly disappointed  but  we 
will  not  throw  in  the  towel, 
we  will  battle  on  to  the  end. 

I thou^t  Horlock’s  goal 
should  have  been  allowed." 


Rugby  Union 

eOUMOB  CLUBS  CHAMPIONSHIPS 

L**«a*  4H*c  Bath  71,  Gloweo- 

tor  21;  Stnesn  45,  Ldn  Irish  a Laupw 
Twee  waierioo  84,  Neweaatle  68. 

WBSH  NATIONAL  LBAOim  FM  Mw- 
Menc  Bridgetid  17.  CardHI  0:  Ne<iiibrtdBa 
1&  UanoUl  23  Saaond  BtototeH  Vstrad- 
gyiaala  31,  (Wnc  86;  Pontypool  38,  Abar- 
eynon  a 

Rugby  League 

3SBOHO  Dm  Bramlay  18.  ssday  24. 


In  the  other  Group  Nine 
game,  Germany  moved  into 
second  pUuse  by  defeating 
the  leaders  Ukraine  2-0  in 
Bremen  through  second 
half  goals  by  Oliver  Bier- 
hoff  and  Mario  Binler. 

Manchester  United’s  Ole 
Gnnnar  Solskjaer  earned 
Norway  a late  point  in  ^ 
Group  Three  with  an  83rd- 
minnte  equaliser  against 
Finland  in  Oslo.  Antti  Sn- 
miala,  who  plays  for  the 
Dutch  Club  Nec  Breda,  put 
Finland  ahead  on  the  hour. 

In  Instanbnl,  a first-half 
hat-trick  by  Lnis  Olivera 
earned  Beldam  a 3-1  vic- 
tory over  Turkey  in  Group 


Seven.  Oktay  Dereliogln 
replied  for  Turkey  whose 
next  game  is  at  home  to 
Wales.  The  win  put  Bel 
giom  temporarily  level  on 
points  with  Holland,  but 
they  restored  their  adviui- 
tage  with  a 6-0  win  to  San 
Marino,  Arsenal’s  Dennis 
Bergkamp  scoring  twice. 

ARMBNIA:  BaroMvakyi  So*kto»yM, 
KhaahairpM,  K«ws*pya*,  D*r- 
Zararhm,  PstrooyaB  (KtaMlsoyaa, 
64mH),  MkhlHryMH  VaptokoponM, 
ArMM  Avsllayaa,  Mikaalya* 


OrwipSlx 

uatta  1.  Fans  kiamto  X Yugostoito  1. 
Spain  1. 

P W D L F A PH 

Soato r 5 2 0 20  4 IT 

YMOMNa........  7 5 1 1 21  9 16 

6 4 0 1 14  6 18 


1 21  9 16 

1 14  6 18 

2 7 3 4 


1 0 S 7 33 


QrM^SSWMIl 

San  Marino  0.'  rfoltond  a Tuitay  1.  BpI- 

fWDLFAP.. 
5 S 0 1 93  3 13 
5 4 9 1 10  6 18 


6 0 0 9 0 31 


P W 0 L F A PH 
BbvCP}.— — - 45  23  12  10  00  88  81 
BHifcaall  fPI—  45  28  12  10  68  40  ai 

•— — 45  21  14  10  TO  44  TT 

BraHforN. 45  2014  11  56  42  74 

Hlalnl  CBy 45  21  10  14  0 49  73 

m I — 45  28  6 17  88 78 

ila'iiiirn' rr 45*  es 

OM  VAUXHALL  CMPBeNCH  Htfim 
a MacdaaSald  a laaMaa  atfirgnaar  i, 
MHctoadaW  (P41.  PIS67):  a KUdarminaar 
(47-55);  3 StovHiago  {41-82}. 

OiaBMID  UAOUH  PraiidH  DHtolBBt 
AGdrinstM  santoy  i.  Knowsiay  1. 

HNS  laaailH  Priadar  MatolBW  Hso- 

donZDagS  Bad1.  

H-W  MMUMTIBS  IBAOIIH  AH  Dli^ 
MOH  Pawfdi  2. 

UUWUH  nM  Btotplaiu  CpamV  3,  SMI- 
don  8;  VWdtoy  Tn  3.  StaetoBn  1.  I 

PONUNS  LBAOUH  Socaad  PtoHtom  I 

eurTriayaSmwn&wyftHiMaManallaM  | 

1:  York  3.  CarNMo  1.  TbM  MMMqm  Buy 
1.  UMoon  1;  oarllngtan  1,  ScwdhoipB  t 
UneMn  4.  RocMMa  1;  Seoitareugli  4. 

DoACUUlur  & 

AVON  INSimOINW  COmHATiONi 
AH  SHtalaH  Bournamouai  0,  BrtgMon 
X NHwien  3.  Briskd  Rvn  0(  PartomouMi  a 
ArMnal  0;  Southampton  3,  (pawleli  X 
Swanaaa  1,  Swindon  0. 

UMMIB  OF  ***'”•  Caaniarian  Th  X 
Holywad  X CMnartban  70  0,  Ebbw  Vata  X 
Tbi  Panw  1.  NewBwi*  T.  . ^ 
IHTTinr  LBABUIS  Baatln  t.  La  Havre  X 
Reraiaa  T.  Matt  ft  Niee  0.  Lyon  1;  Auwira 
1 OMwanv  ft  LlUaftParto  St  Germain  1; 

I BfwiaaMt  9,  Lana  1:  MamaBto  ft  Cannai  1; 

I Naney  1,  NantoC  3.  TWaadaja  Caen  0, 
MonipMItor  1;  Strastniire  0,  Monano  X 


AHBBWAH  UAOUH  Boston  4.  Anahelffl 
Si  Ctovoteito  1ft  Oakland  4:  dsmh  >.  mil 
waukoe  2:  NY  YankeM  5,  Ssattia  7;  Chl- 
eaao  X Taxaa  1:  KansH  City  6.  Terants  5' 
(lOHn):  MlnnasoH  4.  BalUmara  8. 
NATtONAL  LBAOUB  Houston  3.  COlO- 
rHe  1;  Chlesoe  H,  Momreal  X Floriaa  X 
Ssn  DM00  irpMiadBlpnia  X Pmsburgh  X ; 
ChHmatt  1,  NY  M«  ft  AltoKta  X Lw  ' 
Aneetos  & 8i  Louis  X Ssn  FranetaGo  7. 

Tenras 

ATBT  eHAUBHOB  (Atlanta.  Georgle):  ' 

All  I III— ^ P (BO  bt  M Chang 

(US)  9-X  6-4;  4 WoriCHA  (3WS)  R 8 
Ssroslan  (Arm)  3-6,  S-X  6-4:  a CBoapbaS 
(US)  tt  J Courtar  (US)  8-6,  6-4.  9-ft  A 
Aeassl  (US)  U J Onctns  (Br)  0-X  6-X  P 
Korta  (Cl)  M A Hemanda:  (Max)  7-X 
6-X  A 0*H1mi  (US)  tt  B snellon  7-6,  S-X 
M;  J aMHAovg  (AH)  K B Blade  (ZUn) 

2- 8. 6-X  6-4;  C WooHiirf  (US)  bC  K Cari- 
aen  (Den)  9-X  S-X  G trhalar  (AuH  tt  S 
Humphriss  (US)  9-0,  6-3:  H HannaB 
|8wa)  bt  p RottHcMon  (S%m)  8-X  6-0:  4 
AHort  VPoaa  |9p)  H M ZabaleH  (Arg) 
6-&  6-ft  •IVte  Haifc  nan  M G Staflortf 
(8A)  B-X  ?-ft  to  vao  Vihiartnai  (Hath) 
M N KaM  (Swo)  9-X  9-3;  4 FHoa  (4^  M 
KOoosaena(8el)  e-).6-XSSHBa  (Aua) 
U J HamaiH  (FO  3-8.  S-X 

ATP  TOUaMAMINT  (Munich):  Aral 

■ M Caaenar  (Ger)  M W Rnralra 

(8A)  3-6. 6-4;  e Moya  (3p)  tt  A Ottiowaky 
(Rua)  4-X  6-t;  A CanHfa  (Sp)  tt  O 
emporaae  (B)  6-1. 6-3. 
LTASPHWaSATmAjntHBdtaM);  Hoh 
AH  luuHt  C Anfftay  (Fr)  M T SfHaka 
(GB)  6-1.  6-4;  a Laiiii  aua  (FO  bt  G 
Baowena  J8ai)  8-X  6-0;  p tdiaimiD 
(Dan)  bt  G^Oarihioton  (GB)  7-6,  6-8!  V 
ISA)  bl  A Pamitt  (G8>  7-6. 7-«  J 
TfMirfn  (7Y)  U J Troonan  |G8)  5>4,  6-X 
M Laa  (GB)  tt  N GouM  (GB)  34.  34;  A 
nuaiidihd  (Swtua  tt  C fiaeGtisr  (G8)  7-6. 
6-4;  4 wateMaif  IGeO  tt  N CouMot  (FO 

3- ft  6-4;  M MattoBHi  (63)  M B Cowan 
(GB)  B-X  6-1;  M Bak  (Nath)  tt  D Ward 
(GB)  3-X  B-i;  J DalwSn  (OB)  tt  A PosMr 
(08)  64  6-i:  D SJiiHlard  lOB)  M I Baua 
IQB) 6-4, 6-1;  R QlHart  (PO  MJ  Fb«  (GB) 
6-X  6-1;  P Kwid  (GB)  M A (Twaatok  (Bp) 
9-6, 34,  7-6;  P AhtosBa  (GB)  tt  N Waal 
(CB)  4-8. 6-X  6-1. 

Wbhbiw  Sacawd  naaH  L taltaMr  (GB) 

M K BIMt  (GB)  34  34  K MMibIbiI 
ttton)  tt  N Woodhm  (OB)  6-ft  5-1;  C 
1tatar{ra)UKPehlmann  (Gar)  3-3, 64, 
6-X  L AM  (GE}  tt  L Jelto  (GB)  6-1.  1-6, 

6- ft  4 SHok  (SA)  m F SHOOBl  (Gar)  1-6. 

7- 4  6-X  S WddH  (GB)  tt  M Chemovlte 
(hldo)  34  6-6;  4 VM  (GB)  bt  M 
Gunawn  (Inda)  34  6-1;  K Ciuh  (GB)  M 
jcaman^)74  6-i. 


I WTA  WUtt—  I.  TOUniAHBfr  (Ham- 
I burg):  AH  iHBitt  A-G  Sldoi  (FO  tt  B 
Stfiuhi-MeCariny  (Noth)  3-X  3-1:  R Dra- 
I ■onW  (Rom)  bl  A Geral  (Ck)  34,  3-3:  M 
Sandiez-txrenzo  (Sp)  U 6 Tostud  (Fr)  64 
I 6-1:  B Schsii  (Auti  tt  A Olaza  (Pol)  6-2. 
! 6-0:  O Lagtoa  (Uu)  bt  F Partott  34,  9-1: 
I M Sarwa  (Sp)  tt  C Crtotaa  (Rom) 44 34 
' 74.  tnaad  riMtoC  MirWaiir  (Sp)  W B 
I Rutner  (Gar)  7-5, 6-0. 

Basketball 

MBAi  Ptapi^Wlai  AoHm  CoatanaMi 

Orlando  6X  Miami  75  (Miami  toad  bettol 
ttv*  aarlas  8-t):  AHant*  91,  Detroil  U (De- 
IrM  toad  2-1).  WaaHra  CoirfaraiiaH 
Phoonlx  110.  SeaHto  103  (Aeenbi  lead 
2-1);  MInnasou  120,  Houston  12S  (Houatm 
win  aeries  3-0). 


Ice  Hockey 


QaHofWieH  Ottawa  X Butlaio  3 (Bidliie 
win  eertaa).  «Mam  CaiViiriuuw  Dallas 
X Sdmonwn  4 (BdmoMon  win  sartos  4-31; 
Ptioantx  X Anahalm  8 (Anaheim  win 
sartos  4-3). 

Table  Tennis 

WORU  CHAMPIOHSMPS  (HamhH- 
lar):  OalapHda  Wawiani  PraHmliiMy 
tuoBd  uwH  a Tahwartt  (Eng)  tt  C 
BmfflSr  (Li^  21-5,  82-20, 28-21:  % thary 
(Scot)  UT  OUz  (Mn)  21-11.  21-14,  21-18: 
B DawHa  (WalM)  U F Ramos  (Van) 
8840.  21-10.  17-21.  23-2X  S ItoH 
(Chile)  bl  S Ruoeee  (Eng)  21-7,  21-1X 
16-01, 21-14. 

Snooker 

WORLD  CHAMPIOHSHIP  (SIMmald):  ' 
QuarHr  Aaltt  S llaatty  (SeoO  M 0 I 
Mcrgan(Wslssm8— 1ft  AllraiM lias  (Ctoril  ' 
bl  L'Wallwr  (Wdee)  13-ft  K Dahartp  (Ira) 
tt  J t^lna  (Sett)  13-5. 

Evening  Racing 

CHELTENHAM 

SaS  C3h  SI>  1,  VITAL  SONG,  Mr  G 
Madbewa  (11-0);  a,  AiAraaaaa  (7-4);  a, 
CHIgantwi  tad  (20-1).  6-6  Fa«  Double 
Thriller.  ID  ran.  d.  e.  (M  Dara)  Tote  £6.40; 

21S0.  Gxm,  B4.ia.  Dual  F:  ClXia  Trio; 
S6X8Q.  CSF:  £31^.  NR;  AIV  Bey,  Vguam. 
6JOO  tarn  II  llOydUp  1,  MMS  HU#- 
aneOK,  Mr  E vnuiana  111-10  pavi:  a, 
OM  oak  (11-%  S,  HM  totood  (15-8).  6 
ran.  X (D  Qddewirttiyl  Tote:  ClSQ: 
n JA  EX2X  Dual  F:  G3ML  CSF;  £6.49.  NR: 
Mgpway  Five. 

BM  C*h  4,  RUSTY  BRDO^  Ur  R 
Burtan  (4-1  A Faw);  a.  The  HHakamM 
(^1);  3,  Tom  Braaa  M).  4-1  A Fav 
KeOMs.  10  ran.  iK  IX  (Mrs  S Johnson) 
Tata:  23.50;  C1A0,  D.ex  GX4a  Dual  F: 
eSAO.  TMo:  C7.0G  CSF!  MP.ea. 

7.10  (Sh  2f  IlOydali  1,  CILTIC 
ABSer,  Mr  O S JonH  (114),  t,  DoHdo 
SA  (34  Fav):  S,  nyiiiHg  CiudH  (8-1).  4 
ran.  20. 14.  (Mtoa  V«n«u«  wnitoma)  Tela: 
£X40.  Dual  F;  21  ML  CSF;  ESA4. 

TjM  (Ai  S()e  1,  TRtorqPS,  Mlaa  S 
viekarv  (7-4):  s,  KidfaboHd  (14-1):  a 
My  NeaAaa  (KMl  Faw).  12  ran.  X % 
(Mra  R Vldwry)  Toto:  2X80;  21.7X  234X 
£1.40.  Dual  F:  C14AQ.  Trio-  £1368  CSF: 


NORTHSRH  IRRLAHD:  Fwllia 

(NoUIngham  Forest]:  laafckia  (Chasisr), 
Taagart  (Belton),  Hill  (LaicoBier), 
Mofraw  (OPR),  Miirmilii  (Pori  Veto), 
lanaa*  Xatoeaer),  Loohs  (WOai  Ham), 
Herieek  (Manehosier  Clly).  Qwina 
(BlBchpool),  Dnwie  (West  HamL 
ItolHaai  K E NIelsan  (Sweden). 


SHOCAillOyriaX  1,  FRO  BONO,  »4r  A 
Sonsome  (B-4  Fav):  8,  Maatar  Oaaarfw 
(20-1):  S,  AHaHIci  HoH  (S-2).  6 ran  II. 
a.  (Andy  Morgan)  Tota:  CX50;  C1A0,  0.90. 
Dual  F:  0960.  CSF:  21961. 

QUADPOTi  £1X60  PLABEPOn  £40.00 


I GAS  (Ai  1f)i  1,  AM—CAH  HAD,  B 

' Storey  (44  Fav):  X Skigbig  Sand  (114). 
a,  DHd  AnauH  (14-1).  6 ran.  14. 2X  <R 
AHan)  TotR  £1 60;  n 00.  £150.  Dual  F: 
£1ia  CSF:  £1AX 

X15  0H  110yda}l-1,  CARUSLB  BAH- 
DfTWS,  D Parfcar  (Even*  Fav);  a,  ealiaht 
At  LbH  (7-1):  S,  Itad  or  8MWW  (11-8). 
13  ran.  8X.  6.  (J  Airy)  Ton:  £X00:  £1.1X 
C1.7X  0.10.  Dual  R £4.10.  Trto  19.0 
CSF'  064.  NR:  Polar  wind. 

GAO  0n  Ifp  1,  NUWAV,  B Storey 
(6-1);  S,  WhaH  Fattto  (6-1);  X Wootwod 
Bop  (9-2  Fdv).  11  ran.  X TO.  (M  Barnes) 
Ten:  ClftOO;  CSAft  Cl.nx  C2ML  Dual  F: 
C17.0X  CSF'  £38.01.  Trio-  £».10.  Tricaac 
£13604. 

TM  (SH  llOydA  f.  STASH  THS 
CASH,  R Garritty  (9-4  Fav);  8,  KBSmHy 
Boy  (10040):  8,  rwi  iggll  (4-1).  7 ran  a. 

4.  (M  Hammond]  toh  EX40:  CiAO,  CX3a 
Dual  R CAO.  CSF;  EX13 

aMO  (am  11)1  1,  WASHAKA  Mr  J Wal- 
nn  (2-1  Fan):  a,  Aarnaa  Tho  Card  (11-4); 

5,  Ikmtj  BHdo  (12-1).  e ran.  1X  36.  (F 
wanoii)  ToH-  Exn;  £i.ia  Ei  aa  ouai  f; 
£4JaCSR£7AS 

aso  CRm  « IIByHdi  1,  COUMFUL 
AwniOH,  J Apple  (6-1):  a,  Bmartan 
IS-4  Pa»7, 8,  Cuuul  Lao  |13-21. 6 ran  Mi. 
IX  (Mrs  A SHnoank)  Ttte.  £4.70;  GXdft 
C1.1X  . Dual  F:  C4S0.  CSF:  211SX 
QUADPOh  0.40  PLACSPOn  0 00 


November  1993:  Peter 
Radford  appointed  £70.000  pa 
executive  chairman,  succe^- 
ing  Malcolm  Jones. 

January  1994:  In  his  first 
month  to  charge,  Radford  pre- 
sides over  the  discipUimry 
hearing  of  the  powerful  BAP 
promotions  officer  Andy  Nor^ 
man.  Implicated  In  the  sui- 
cide of  the  Sunday  Times 
Journalist  Cliff  Temple.  Nor- 
man is  difimi.«ised  to  April 
after  being  found  guilty  of 
spreading  malicious  and  false 
rumours  about  Tenytle. 

March  1994:  Frank  Dick, 
with  Norman  the  architect  of : 
the  Golden  resigns  ' 

as  the  BAP’S  chief  coach  in 
protest  at  budget  cuts. 

August  1994:  Seven  British  , 
athletes  tell  drugs  tests,  in- 
cluding Diane  Mo(U^  Solo- 
mon Wariso,  who  fi^ed  an  ‘A’ 
sample,  claims  Radford  told 
him  to  be  sure  not  to  win  a 
medal  at  the  subsequent 
Europe^  Championships  In 
HelsinkL  Radford  denies  this. 

July  1995:  CoUn  Jackson  re- 
fuses to  race  to  Britain  again 
while  Radford  is  in  charge 
after  a public  row  over  pay. 
Radford  (U'ltlcised  the  Welsh- 
man for  racing  to  Italy  for 


money  on  the  same  weekend 
as  the  British  World  Champi- 
onship trials. 

February  1996:  BAF  an- 
nounces record  losses  of 
£256,000  for  the  year. 

March  1999:  Modabl.  cleared 
of  her  drugs  ban.  sues  the 
BAF  for  £480.000. 

July  1996:  Michael  Johnson 
seeks  legal  advice  after  the 
BAF  withdraws  a STOfiOO  invi- 
tation for  him  to  race  at  the 
Securicor  Games  on  the 
ground  that  he  would  demor- 
alise Britain's  runners  so 
close  to  the  Olympics.  The 
American  vows  never  to  race 
in  Britain  again  while  Rad- 
ford is  in  charge 

August  1996:  Attendances  at 
msjor  meetings  continue  to 
plummet  as  Britain  falls  to 
win  a gold  medal  at  tiie  At- 
! lanta  Olympics.  Hie  BAFs 
financial  position  becomes 
more  precarious  with  debts 
reaching  £750,000. 

January  1997:  Radford  sacks 
the  BAF  spokesman  Tony 
Ward,  who  has  called  for 
National  Lottery  funding  to 
be  withheld  until  the  BAF 
gets  its  house  in  order. 
A few  days  later  Radford 
himself  resigns. 


Fixtures 


(7M  unioM  autod) 

Soccer 

niROHAH  U41  CHAMRIOHSHiP: 
iB9e/ee  ouaaigHD  cdhh  TWh  Italy  v 
Palane  (3.0). 


Biadiora  C V Charltoa  (7.4S). 

OM  VAUXHAIL  GONmNNCat  SottlV 
pertvWokmgYT.45). 

UmOHD  UAQURi  Fiiiiilii  PHIalam 
Bamber  Bridga  w Blahep  Auddand;  Pridn- 
ley  V Coiwyn  Bay.  nrH  BMaluw  Worktop 
Tn  V ^reley  (toHic.  FraaMaHto  Oh* 
. FbM,  iBcanJ  tog:  Blyui  Spanans  « Rm^ 
com  (7.46). 

lets  LRAOUH  PrinUr  WiiftUi*  Dag  & 

I RedwChamavTup^ 

DR  MARTENS  LSAQUB Dfw- 

latoH  Baidack  Tn  v Ghiiicaetar  C:  SaMa- 
bury  V Dorchoator;  Sudbury  Tn  v Graslay 
Rvn.  Ml^nd  Blulaluiii  Snei^ed  Dyn  v 
Tamwortli. 

FOWTINS  LHAGUM  rranitor  BtotoiaH 
Derby  v oidnam  (7.D);  Evarun  v Birmmg- 
ham  (7  0):  Man  Uto  v Blachbum  (7S|. 
Saaond  PMriaiu  Carllata  v Mm  C ((.B); 
StONttMl  V YarK  16451. 

AVON  INSURAHCB  COMRmATIONl 
IWH  DMatoH  Cnwaaa  v uuiwau  (7S). 
Luton  V Bngiiton  (7.iq:  Wailerd  v Swmdon. 
»«  eeUMTINS  IMAOUM  rWH  DhtotaH 
OPR  V Waltord  (SO). 

FAI  NATtONAL  LBAGUE  FLAV-OFFSc 
PM  tool  Dmfalk  v Wateriard  (TAB). 


Robert  Armstrong 


Bath  dished  out  an  em- 
barrassing lesson  in  the 
arts  of  sustained  power  play, 
crushing  Gloucester  with  a 
remarkable  11-try  blitz  in  a 
one-sided  derby  match  at  the 
Recreation  Ground  last  night 
An  exemplary  hat-trl^  by 
Andy  Nicol  emphasised 
Bath's  overwhelming  fire- 
power behind  the  scrum, 
which  also  produced  two  tries 
each  for  Jon  Slei^thidme 
and  Matt  Perry. 

But  it  was  not  always 
pretty.  There  may  be  a com- 
bined investment  of  es  mii- 
lion  behind  these  two  sides 
but  that  did  not  stop  a cheap 
and  nasty  punch-up  to  front 
of  the  maivi  Stand  involving 
half  a dozen  players. 

Fortunately  the  mayhem 
rapidly  gave  way  to  untohib- 
it^  football  that  toeritably 
brought  a succession  of  excit- 
ing tries.  Sadly  for  Gloucester 


First  NicoL  Bath's  Scottish 


range  try  on  the  right 

Gloucester  had  not  played 
ba^,  but  without  the  ball 
their  young  side  — Mapletoft 
apart  — had  stroked  to 
atalL 

The  Gloucester  fly-half  gave 
the  scoreline  a respectaUe 
gloss  midway  through  the 
half  with  a couple  of  short- 
range  penalty  goals  that 
underlined  Bath’s  cimical  ten- 
dency to  infringe  each  time 
their  opponents  got  a sniff  of 
the  try^ltoe.  But  Adebayo  and 
Nicol  extended  Batb’s  lead  to 
31-16  at  half-ti^.  Deacon,  the 
Gloucester  tight-head,  reduc- 
ing the  deficit  before  the 
whisQe  went. 

Twelve  minutes  after  the 
interval  Nicol  burrowed 
through  from  the  base  of  a 
nick  and  proceeded  to  com- 
plete his  hat-trick;  minutes 
later  Slelghtholme  snatched 
an  opportunist  try  in  the 

right  comer;  just  past  the 
hour  Callard  srored  Bath’s 
eighth  try;  and  Perry,  with 
two  scores,  and  Sleighthcdme, 
again,  completed  the  rout 

ecoaniei  eoihi  thoh  nicoi  x Ttumax 

Ma,  Admaye,  Stolghtholino  X Ccilard. 
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Thursday  ^ 


1 2-year-old  goes  down  fighting,  page  14 


Houghton  injured  in  Romania,  page  15_ 


isGuardian 


WORLD  CUP  SOCCER 


Group  Twoi  England  2,  Georgia  0 


Shearer  gem  saves  blushes 


David  Lacey  at  IVMibtagr 

Goals  &om  Teddy 
Sberingham  and 
Alan  Shearer,  the 
latter’s  from  a 
free-kieh  rl^  on 
the  final  whistle,  eased  Eng- 
land's finistratioDS  at  Went 
last  night  after  tight 
Georgian  defending  had 
smothmed  their  attacks  and 
produced  several  neat 
counter  punches. 

Having  dtt^ped  McMana- 
man,  fflann  Hoddle  was  al- 
ways going  to  rely  on  the  dig- 
nity of  labour  rather  than 
sparkling  innovation  to 
achieve  the  victory  he  needed 
to  keep  Italy  in  sight  at  the 
top  of  the  group. 

Last  night  Shearer  and 
Sheringham  were  reunited  in 
attack  for  the  first  time  since 
last  summer’s  European 
Championship  even  if  Ander- 
ton,  so  often  England's  firing 
pin  in  that  toumament,  was 


V Poland  v 
England.  Jnaa  7i  Gaorgla  v Moldova. 
Jiaio  14c  Poland  v Geoi^a.  Save  I0i 
EiKland  v Moldova:  G^la  v 1^.  Cool 
S4i  MoMova  V Qeorgla.  Oot  7t  Moldova  v 
Poland.  CM  lit  My  vSnCand:  Gaorgla  v 
Poland. 


still  missing  Tiue,  Hoddle’s 
choice  of  midfield,  which  in- 
volved  Batty  holding  and  Znce 
and  Lee  pudung  forward  with 
McManaman  on  the  henrh^ 

was  never  going  to  baffle  any- 
one with  science  but  in  the 
absence  of  superior  chemis- 
try he  could  luudly  be  blamed 
for  resorting  more  to  physics. 

Any  doubts  about  England 
last  night  arose  from  the  pov- 
erty of  the  performance  in 
their  previous  World  Ccqp 
match,  file  1-0  d^eat  by  Italy 
at  Wembley  in  February. 
Geoigja  might  he  beaten  and 
three  points  secured,  hut 
what  about  Poland  in  Katowi- 
ce in  a month’s  time? 

As  expected,  Wembley's 
weU-ironed  surface  suited 
Georgia's  intricate  passii^ 
game.  Soon  the  balding  figure 
q£  Eetsbala  was  threading  its 
way  into  the  half 

much  as  he  done  in  TbflisL 

Essentially,  Georgia  had 
come  to  defend  in  numbers, 
thmigh  not  in  desperation. 
Their  technique  enabled  them 
to  ease  the  ball  out  of  deep 
positions  and  set  up  counter- 
attacks with  an  amnomy  of 
effort 

England,  by  contrast, 
looked  laboured.  After  12  min- 


Total commitment . . . England's  David  Batty  spares  no  efifort  as  he  challenges  Georgia’s  Gela  Shegiladze  at  Wembley  last  ni^tt  phofograph:  dan  chung 


utes  Zoidze  met  a sharply  ins- 
wingu^  firee-ldck  from  Beck- 
ham with  a nervous  punch  as 
Shearer  loomed,  but  Eng- 
land's attacks  took  a while  to 
find  a penetratii^  final  pass 
or  half-decent  centre. 

When  a cross  of  quality  was 
produced  the  chance  was 
missed.  Beckham  cleverly 
hdd  off  two  Georgians  on  ttie 
right  before  slipping  the  ball 
back  to  Ince,  whose  short  cen- 


Men at  work. 


tre  found  Sheringham  rising 
above  the  defenders  but  only 
to  head  wide  of  the  near  post 
Towards  half-time,  how- 
ever, Le  Saux,  b^an  to  turn 
Georgia's  defence  on  the  left 
with  some  well-timed  passes 
and  this  soon  led  to  Wngianri 
going  in  front 
Lee,  who  had  Just  been  cau- 
tioned by  the  French  referee 
for  taking  a dive  over  Shelia’s 
lunge,  was  the  first  to  benefit 
from  the  Blackburn  defend- 
er’s Intelligent  use  of  the  halt 
His  neatly  chipped  cross 
saQed  over  the  head  of  Zoidze 
and  clipped  the  far  post 
Then  Le  Saux  found 
Shearer  in  a similar  position 


Italy  3,  Poland  0 

Baggio  back 
on  target 

UNBEATEN  Italy  main- 
tained their  lead  over 
Rnpianri  at  the  top  of  the 
group  with  a sweeping  vic- 
tory over  Poland  in  Naples' 
San  Paolo  stadium  last  night 
The  Milan  forward  Roberto 
Baggio  c^brated  his  rec^  to 
the  Azzurri  after  almost  two 
years  by  eMnniiing  victory 
with  a quality  strike  after  63 
minutes. 

The  home  side  had  led  with 
two  goals  in  the  flr^  37  min, 
utes  from  the  Chel^  mid- 
fielder Roberto  Di  Matteo  and 
Milan's  Paolo  MaiHini 
But  Baslo-  on  as  a substi- 
tute for  the  Umpmg  Ohelsaa 
star  Gianfranco  Zola,  stole 
the  show  when  he  led  a rapid 
counter-attack,  dribbled  past 
the  Polish  goalkeeper  Andrzej 
Wozniak  and  drove  the  kmii 
past  a defender  on  the  Unn. 

With  16  points  in  six 
matches  the  Italians  now' 
need  only  four  points  In  the 
remaining  two  games  agaJ^ 
Georgia'and  Wngtavid  to  ffniah 
first  in  the  group  and  win  a 
berth  in  France  next  year. 


on  the  left  and  from  the 
tain's  centre  Sheringham, 
findi^  the  correct  angle  to 
outwit  two  defenders,  headed 
firmly  past  Zoidze,  giving 
England  the  lead,  as  he  had 
doneinTbnisL 

So,  reuniting  the  cdd  Euro 
96  partnership  had  woiked 
after  alL  Shearer,  moreover, 
had  reaffirmed  his  value  as  a 
provider  as  weQ  as  a scorer. 

Still,  iiingiend  hardly 
afford  to  be  complacent,  not 
with  Jamarauli  npaning  the 
second  half  by  dribbling 
through  the  defence  on  the 
left.  He  wasted  the  chance  and 
two  minutes  later  Gogri- 
chiani,  who  had  replaced  the 


injured  Maebavariani  in  the 
first  hal4  was  even  more 
prodi^te. 

A dip  by  Le  Saux  allowed 
the  Georgian  a dear  route  to 
goal  on  the  left  and  aUhou^ 
Seaman  was  quick  to  leave 
his  line  and  dear  the  ball,  Go- 
grichianl  should  have  done 
more  given  the  time  and 
space  he  had. 

As  England's  need  for  a 
second  goal  became  increas- 
ingly apparent,  wacfcTiam  ac- 
cept^  a return  pass  from 
Sheriz^bam  before  producing 
a bouncing  shot  that  Zoidze 
just  managpd  tO  tum  paSt  the 
Ear  post  In  the  6Sth  minute, 
with  the  Georgian  defence 


now  looking  flustered. 
Shearer  seized  on  an  error  be- 
fore draggang  the  ball  across 
the  feoe  of  goal  with  Sher- 
ingfaam  just  failing  to  make 
contact  at  the  Ear  post 

MGLJUiiii  smmr  lAreanal);  O NmM 
<MBneh«ctar  Unltidl,  CsMpb*ll 
rrattMhBin  HoMpii'1.  BMiy  (NewcMlB 
Unltad),  Adana  (Arsanal).  La  lam 
(BlickiDurn  Rovers).  Backham 
(Menehastar  United}.  laea 
(Internazlonale),  Ihearer  (Neweaetle 
Unlied).  Sbariaikani  (Tottenhani 
Hotwur).  Lea  (Naweastla  UniM)- 
aaoiMlAx  ZaidM  (Dynamo  Tblllai): 
Sbaklladaa  (Dynamo  Baiuml), 
Takhadadza,  Shalla  (both  Alania 
Vladikavliaz),  Ckfthnltaa  (Shakhtyor 
DonaMi).  ■aekdvarMI  (Dynamo  Tbilisi}. 
NanMadaa,  Dahanaraall  (both 
Trabsonapor),  Kalabala  (Naweastla 
(Mtad).  Khddafca  (Manehaaier  City}.  S 
(Trabzonapor). 

R Hairal  (Fianca). 


Grwip  Fbun  SW6d0n  2,  Scotlsnd  1 

T ense  Scots 
undone  by 
Andersson’s 
double  strike 


Patrick  01«nn 
In  Ctothenburg 


A KEVIN  Gallacher 
gftai,  his  third  in  his 
last  two  internation- 
als, was  not  enough  to 
save  Scotland  from  the  result 
thi^  had  dreaded  at  the  UUevi 
st^ium.  The  Blackburn  for- 
ward's cool  header  from 
McAllister’s  corner  seven 
minutes  from  time  merely  put 
a respectable  sheen  on  an  in- 
adequate team  performance 
on  a night  when  Sweden  were 
in  dominant  form. 

In  the  closing  minutes  Scot- 
land had  penalty  claims 
turned  down  when  Gallacher 
was  nud^  in  the  back  by 
Patrick  Andersson,  but  their 
coadi  Craig  Brown ‘was  unim- 
pressed. ‘T  didn’t  see  the  inci- 
dent properly  but  if  we  had 
equalised  it  would  have  been 
undeserved,"  be  said  can- 
didly. ‘*We  have  to  concede 
that  Sweden  were  the  better 
team  and  had  a really  good 
jK^nnanoe." 

Brown's  side,  which  gave 
the  home  side  too  much  en- 
couragement from  file  start, 
sufii^:ed  their  first- defeat  in 
the  series.  To  restore  their 
hopes  of  automatic  qualifica- 
tion they  must  hope  the 
Swedes  and  Austrians  sustain 
mutual  damage  when  fiiey 
meet  tn  Vienna  in  September. 

The  most  meticulous  plan- 
nil^  cannot  neutralise  the  ef- 
fects of  tension,  which  clearly 
dripped  the  Scots  of  much  of 
their  early  rhythm.  They 
managed  to  resist  the  On- 
slaught until  two  minutes 
from  the  break,  when  Eennet 
Andersson  scored.  It  was  the 
first  goal  Scotland  had  con- 
ceded in  the  qualifying  series, 
yet  there  was  almost  an  air  o£ 
inevitability  about  It. 

Hendry  claimed  he  was 
fouled  by  Andreas  Andersson 
as  the  ball  was  played  in  from 
the  right  and  he  seemed  to 
have  a case.  But  as  the  taU 
Bla^bum  defender  hit  the 
ground,  the  ban  bounced  out 
and  came  to  Andersson, 
whose  blistering  volley  hur^ 
tied  past  Lel^ton  from  the 
eilgeofthebox. 

Sweden  then  seemed  to  lose 
their  early  sense  of  urgency 
and  the  Scots,  with  Jackson 
and  Gonachftr  running  dan- 
gerous on  to  long  balls  frtmi 
McKinlay  and  Hendry, 
bothered  the  home  (iefence  on 
more  than  one  occasion. 

Still,  there  could  be  no  de- 


nying the  oveniU  terrilorl.il 
advantage  the  Swedes  en- 
joyed for  most  of  the  time. 
Prompted,  preiiictabl.v.  by 
Them  and  Zetterberg  in  mid- 
field  ■—  Schwarz  was  injured 
repkteed  by  Mild  after 
only  12  minutes  — thei’  were 
given  four  good  chances  by 
questionable  free-kick 
awards. 

Leighton  dealt  capably  with 
thum  all  but  there  was  little 
respite  for  the  Scotland  goal- 
keeper. and  a comer  kick 
soon  ^erwards  by  Zetterberg 
proved  even  more  dangerous. 
It  was  played  low  to  Dahlin. 
whose  left-foot  shot  on  tlie 
turn  was  stopped  on  the  line 
by  Lambert. 

Kennet  Andersson's  second 
goal  after  63  minutes 

and  again  u'as  no  surprise. 
The  Swedes,  encourag^  by 
their  success  just  before  half- 
time.  were  just  as  aggressi^’e 
during  the  second. 

Patrik  Andersson  drove 
only  inriies  wide  after  receiv- 
ing a short  free  kick  20  yards 
out  and  Zetterberg  finished 
off  Mild's  excellent  run  and 
pass  with  a curling  right-font 
shot  that  thudded  against 
Lei^ton's  crossbar. 

There  was  no  escape,  how- 
ever, when  Dahlin  played  his 
fellow  striker  into  the  Scots' 
area  with  a deli^tflil  through 
ball.  Andersson  pulled  the 
inside  Calderwood.  cau- 
tioned earlier  after  a little 
tussle  with  Dahlin.  and  beat 
Leighton  with  a low.  right- 
foot  shot 

This  goal  was  aU  the  more 
pmnftil  for  the  tartan  army  to 
take,  coming  closely  after  two 
threatening  moments  by  their 
team.  The  first  was  created  by 
Gallacher,  who  spurted  past 
Sundgren  on  the  left  and  sent 
in  an  uivitiDg  cross  that  was 
missed  by  Jackson  and  foiled 
to  reach  McAllister.  The 
second  chance  came  when  Ra- 
velU,  winning  his  138th  cap, 
coDtoletely  missed  Collins's 
centre  from  the  left.  The  ball 
ran  to  Burley,  but  the  Chelsea 
man  rushed  his  voUey  and 
sent  it  yards  too  high.  It  was 
one  of  several  disappointing 
moments  for  Scotland  on  a 
bad  night. 

SWBM  (4-3-3):  RwaSk  SMSgrta,  P 
AAdaraaan,  SJarklaBd,  Kamarki 
ZatlarMrg,  Thani,  Sekwarai  A 
AMdwiim  K Aiidaravi^  DaMfeb 
seertANO  (S-»^2):  LaIgMoa  (Hios): 
■art IT  (Chalaaa)-  Caldwiiaad  tSpurai. 
Hdadiv  (Blaekburnl.  Bogd  (Celtic!. 
■eKialay  ICeltle);  Lanbarl  (B 
Dortmund),  Q ■oAlHater  iCoveniryl, 
Collloa  IAS  Monaco):  Qallaekor 
(Wadebum).  JoMeao*  (Hlbs). 

P ColllnB  Otalyl. 


Dawn  Freiser  gives  her  DNA 
for  Sydney  and  the  pinheads 


Dawn  eraser  has 
given  most  of  herself  to 
the  Olympics  over  the  past 
40  years:  blood,  sweat, 
tears  and,  last  year  in  At- 
lanta where  she  was  an  ath- 
letes’ liaison  officer,  almost 
her  life.  Only  her  DNA 
remained.  Now  that  too  is 
brtng  oGfered,  in  support  of 
the  Sydney  Games  of  2000. 

Games  organisers  said 
yesterday  they  had  granted 
a licence  to  Amlnco  Austra- 
lia, one  of  firar  official  pin- 
maJeers,  that  would  ^ve 
collectors  the  chance  to  own 
a microsctqdc  part  of  ^Aus- 
tralia’s swimming  Icgcaidr. 
Fraser  won  the  Olympic  100 
metres  fireestyle  in  Mel- 
booxne  In  1956,  Rome,  in 
1960  and  Tokyo  in  1964. 

Her  liquid  DNA  will  be 
mixed  into  the  lapel  pins  in 
the  production  process, 
with  5,000  sets  of  five  pins 

going  on  sale  shortly  fbr 
A$200  (£96).  Soavenir 
Olympic  pins  have  become 
something  of  a craze,  at- 
tracting coQeetors  known 
as  pinheads.  They  included 
Demi  Moore  and  Chelsea 


Clinton  in  Atlanta,  where 
an  estimated  SO  nHiHnvi 
pins  were  issued. 

*T>awn  Fraser  is  one  of 
the  greatest  Olympians  of 
all  times.”  said  Aminco’s 

diairmaTt  ElngSley  Mwwday, 

*'and  it  became  a lofical  pre^ 
gression  [to  use  her  DNA] 
because  she  is  seen  by  most 
Australians  as  a symbol  of 
an  ordinary  Australian 
arjhiatirfng  graat  Hilnga.** 

Fraser's  idea  of  logical 
progression  has  not  always 
accorded  with  the  authori- 
ties'. She  celebrated  ber 
Tokyo  triumidi  by  dtviz^ 
into  the  moat  round  the  Im- 
perial Palace  and  nicking 
the  Japanese  flag. 

Her  mavericlc  spirit, 
which  survived  alcoholism, 
has  since  been  embraced. 
She  was  elected  to  the  New 
Sonth  Wales  parlianuoit,  as 
an  independmt,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Australian 
delation  at  the  last  two 
Olympics.  She  was  even  en- 
trusted with  the  torch  for 
600  yards  in  Afiawfn^  after 

which  she  was  taken  to  hos- 
pital with  chest  pains. 


It  has  been  argued  that,  if  a Geneva 
gatekeeper  had  kept  better  hours  on  March 
14, 1728,  the  French  Revolution  might 
never  have  happened.  By  deserting  his  post 
earls^  the  gatekeeper  shut  out  the 
apprentice  Jean-Jacques  Rousseau. 
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Set  by  Janus 


Across 


1  Where  Americans  like  to  eat 
fish  or  meat  in  pasby  case  (9) 
S Noise  of  trident  gust  of  wind 
<6) 

9 Colt  Lucy  trained  in 
mysterious  fashion  ^ 

1 0 more  to  the  point  ^ 

12  Insectorfish  found  on  the' 
beach  (4-7) 

16  King  putting  out  9lly 
.paymeiTt  order  (Q 

17  Standard  E-^nail  fbnn  in 
Franco^} 

18  Uneven  contests?  (4,5) 

19  One  who  offers  academic 
alternative  (5) 

20  Did  he  have  practice  in  finding 
wgdaniiTialtraces?pi) 

84  Argue  efoout  a male  Issue  (6) 

SS  Meant  to  compose  poem  on 
aworm^ 


26  Household  where  people 

mature(6) 

87  Slanders  bringing  about 
pass  in  Gaelic  tongue  0) 

Down 


1 Removed  from  fist  by  angry 
journalist  on  the  oppo^te 
side  (7.3) 

2 Noixoblemfor 
mountabraers  when  tip  Is 
enclosed  In  wire  (1(Q 

3 Vfeibal  InconsistenGies  in 
papal  edicts  (5) 

4 “Keto  cooir  saidTumer, 
the  patternmaker  (12) 

6 Had  differences  vrith  a 
ruler?Q.E.D.l(9) 

7 Performs  by  the  book  (4) 

8 Learning  frm  gospel  or 


11  Precipitation  respor^bie  for 
flowering  In  5 out  of  1 2? 

(5.7) 


cnoeeiiirDnD  nomnow  ao,eei 


13  A means  into  complicated 
issues  (10) 

14  Fees  for  supplementary 
courses  (10) 

1 6 A littte  light  music?  ^-4) 

21  Study  English  author  (5) 

22  Upmarket  vehide  (4) 

23  Might  island  contain  one? 
(4) 

Solution  tomorrow 


9 Stuck?  Then  eal  our  solutions  Ikw 
on  0M1  338  aaa.  Cah  cost  50p 
per  minute  Bt  an  times.  Service  sup- 
iSledbyArS 
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